Colden Common
Newsletter
Good News, and not so good.
It was reported, in the last issue, that too many local institutions had
closed in recent years, and what a loss it was for the Village. Barely had the
last issue hit the doormats than there came the news that the Dog and
Crook had reopened! It is now under the capable management of Scott,
who comes with five years’ experience at the Flower Pots at Cheriton. (And
we still have The Rising Sun under Glyn, who is a great landlord with a
great pub.)
Such is the power of your local press!
But: we shouldn’t rest on our laurels after one success. We must continue
to support out local enterprises. Use them, or lose them. If we don’t
support all our pubs, shops, restaurants and small traders, they will not be
here when we need them.
Less good news concerns the departure from this life of three Village
stalwarts, well known to most of us. Ann Wallace, Jean Leverett and
Ken Ratcliffe have all been translated to more celestial spheres. Their
contributions to our life together are recorded in more detail elsewhere in
this newsletter. In one way or another, each contributed greatly to Village
life. Although all were less active with the onslaught of age, that does not
diminish their achievements and successes. Thank you, all three of you.
You have set an example which will be hard to follow.

COMMON HAVE A GO, 2022
th

Saturday 11 June, 12 Midday – 4pm
The Recreation Ground, Main Road,
Colden Common

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Dementia Support – Hampshire & IOW is a new charity that has been set
up to respond to the needs of local people living with dementia and their
family carers, by providing emotional support, information, and
signposting.

We know from first-hand experience the emotional impact a dementia
diagnosis has on patients, families, and caregivers. Common feelings
during this life-changing experience include anxiety, distress, and
depression, not just for the person that has dementia but for the whole
family. Families and friends provide most of the care for people with
dementia and it is vital that everyone living with dementia receives the help
and support they need to maximise their physical and emotional health and
wellbeing.

According to the Department of Health there are now 850,000 people
living with dementia in the UK, costing the economy around £26.3bn a
year. 52% of people in the UK know someone who has dementia. By 2025,
one million people in the UK will have dementia, and this will
increase to two million by 2050. 1 in 3 people born this year will
develop dementia in their lifetime.

Hampshire is one of the top ve UK areas with the highest
incidence of dementia, with over 24,000 people in the
county being diagnosed with dementia in 2020. (ARUK)
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Colden Common Bowls
We opened the green after Easter, and it has been very popular.
The winter was marred by the old enemy, Covid, but we did manage a
couple of quiz nights against Twinning. Our Barry set the questions for the
first match, then Jeff, for twinning, set them for the second. He found his
questions on a Mediterranean beach; it is tough for some.
At the end of April, we had an OPEN DAY when the village was invited to
come along and give bowls a try. I can report later how many new members
we gained.
If you missed the OPEN DAY don’t worry, you are invited to contact the
number in the back of the Newsletter to arrange a visit. If you want to just
turn up, feel free to come up on a Thursday evening and you will receive a
good welcome. No experience needed. We have plenty of different bowls
and a member will look after you. You might even get a cup of tea.
The Club suits all abilities. Novices will get as much guidance as they want.
There is Bowls for everyone. We have internal competitions, friendly
matches against local teams, and we are in the District League. We
narrowly missed promotion last season. This summer we will be top of the
league, we have decided.
Our aim is fresh air and fun. I tell you, sometimes there is plenty of fresh air
on the green. We do have warm sunny evenings when the birds sing and all
is well with the world. Sometimes you win as well.
Derek Conway

RIP Ken Ratcliffe
Ken came to the village when a lot of IBM staff, based
at Hursley and elsewhere, arrived and began to make a
big impact on the village, as IBM staff were encouraged
to take part in their community. He served for 36
years on the Parish Council and was Chairman of
Twinning for several years.
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He is seen here, as. Chairman of Twinning, opening
the new St Vigor Way in 1992.
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Colden Common Parish Hall Trust - CCPH
The old parish hall became beyond economic repair and was sold in 2004
for a little less than a quarter of a million pounds. The proceeds of sale of
the hall are held under a charitable trust for the benefit of the inhabitants of
Colden Common. The CCPH Trust purpose does not necessarily require the
funds to be used for a replacement building.
The CCPH Trustees are able to allocate the Trust’s funds to support
registered village charities (and other similar organisations) at their
discretion. Since 2004 the Trust has prudently invested the fund and made
roughly 40 grants totalling over £175,000 to a number of good causes in the
village. The Trust still has a sizeable fund that can be invested for the benefit
of village inhabitants and is keen to do so.
We are open to receive applications to support projects from village
charities. For an application form please apply to Pam Glasspool, email:
pam_glasspool@yahoo.co.uk or Bob Kitchen, email:
bob_kitchen@yahoo.co.uk.
The Trust is a registered charity (No. 301787) regulated by the Charity
Commission. Details of its objective, trustees, income and expenditure can
be found on the Charity Commission website.

Colden Common Community Association
Dates for your diary, 2022
Saturday 11th June – Common Have A Go
Saturday 3rd September – Picnic In The Park
Sunday 27th November – Winter Market
Coming soon: A Village Quiz!

Next Newsletter Copy Date
is Friday, 29th July, for the September issue.
And the one after that is Friday 28th October 2022
for the December issue
Put them in your diaries, please!
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Gardening Club
We had an interesting talk about growing soft fruit
in March and by the time you read this we will have
had our long postponed American Supper –
outdoors this time – in a member’s garden. Our
garden visits resume in June with a visit to another
local garden. In July we have our coach trip to the
Garden Show at Loseley Park, near Guildford.
Please sign up for the evening visit to Merdon Manor Gardens, Hursley, as
numbers are limited. Our final outdoor event of the Summer will be a tour
of the hidden gardens of Winchester at the end of August, led by Paul
Nicholson. For dates and times of our programme please see the calendar
at the back of this newsletter. All are welcome!

RIP Ann Wallace
Ann, who died suddenly
on April 22nd, was born in
Wardle Road and at the
time of her death was
living in the same house.
She was a stalwart of the
village; a familiar and
much-loved figure.
She
was a past chairman of the Community Association, and also chaired the
support group when the first minibus was acquired. She was a member of
Ladies Group, The Music and Drama Group, the Gardening Club, Twinning,
Friendship Club, Luncheon Club, and a stalwart of Holy Trinity - she sang
in their choir.
Outside the village she had a career in catering and retail, and in our time
worked at Marwell Zoo - she was in charge of Treetops Restaurant for some
years, and is remembered by many members of the staff. She also worked
at the Oven Door Bakery in Fair Oak for a long while. She was always a
smiling, helpful, practical and very intelligent member of our village. She
will be sorely missed. Well into her 80s, she was still part of the group that
drove patients to hospital.
Ann loved animals, both domestic and wild (especially hedgehogs), as well
as the countryside. She had a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude to life, and never
refused
for help. She will be
greatly
missed.
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1st Colden Common Guides
The last half of the spring term was as hectic as ever. Back in March, to
coincide with Pancake Day, the Church Rooms was turned into an escape
room, with the Guides working in teams to find and solve problems to
finally unlock a case which held the ingredients to make their pancakes.
As part of our Round Table Challenge, we took part in a fiendishly difficult
treasure trail around the back streets of Winchester and had a fantastic trip
to Winchester Great Hall, where we saw the Round Table in all its glory and
found out its fascinating history. We then focussed on our Make Change
Skills Builder badge - discovering how Parliament works, why it’s important
to vote, and creating and publicising patrol manifestos. The Guides looked
at examples of craftivism, and created some amazing examples of their own
for causes close to their heart.
With the war in Ukraine on everyone’s minds,
the Guides decided to take a little bit of action
and help where they could. We initially collected
donations for the Southampton Polish Club to be
taken to the Ukrainian border, then later the
girls held a sponsored event of their own choice
to raise funds to purchase and fill rucksacks for
Guide-age Ukrainian children coming into the
UK. Sticking to a budget, they chose useful, fun,
edible, and meaningful items to go into the
backpacks, and made some incredibly thoughtful
cards.
Our sponsored event(s) included
multiple laps of the Kingsgate
estate, an Easter bunny themed
unit race, trampoline bounce, and
a timed soft play egg and spoon
relay! We raised a staggering £800
(showing what you can achieve if
you work together) which allowed
us to purchase and fill 10
rucksacks, with the Guides
agreeing to donate all remaining funds to the Red Cross. Thank you so
much to everyone for their hugely generous donations!
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Some of our sponsored events took place on our unit
sleepover at Injoy Indoor Activity centre in
Southampton. We had the whole place to ourselves all
night! The Guides did indoor climbing and leap of
faith, bouncing on the Ninja Warrior style
trampolines and
unlimited soft play
(who knew teenagers
still loved this?!) before
finishing with a movie
night in their sleeping
bags. The soft play
started again at 6.30am
the next day - it was a
fantastic end to the
Spring term!
The summer will be focussed on the outdoors and the
Queens Platinum Jubilee. We have trips to Marwell Zoo,
participation in the Winchester Cathedral Youth Jubilee
service and a local Guiding Jubilee event at Holy Trinity
Church, raft-building, wide games and fire-lighting, and a
Krypton Factor style county challenge competition all
planned, as well as the usual outdoor games and activities.
We are also really looking forward to our first unit summer
camp since 2019 – with over 20 Guides attending it will be
loads of fun. You’ll see us at Common Have a Go on 11th
June too – so come and say hi!
If you are thinking of joining
Guides (for girls age 10-14), we
usually meet Wednesdays
6.30-8.00pm at the Church
Rooms. Please register interest
now
by
emailing
1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com or online at
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
Wendy, Mia, Chrissy and Sharon
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Colden Common Bowls Club
We opened the green
after Easter and it has
been very popular.
The winter was marred
by the old enemy,
Covid, but we did
manage a couple of
quiz nights against
Twinning. Our Barry
set the questions for
the first match then
Jeff, for Twinning, set
them for the second.
He found his questions
on a Mediterranean
beach; it is tough for some.
At the end of April, we had an OPEN DAY when the village was invited to
come along and give bowls a try. I can report later how many new
members we gained.
If you missed the OPEN DAY, don’t worry; you are invited to contact the
number in the back of the Newsletter to arrange a visit. If you want to just
turn up, feel free to come up on a Thursday evening and you will receive a
good welcome. No experience needed. We have plenty of different bowls
and a member will look after you. You might even get a cup of tea.
The Club suits all abilities. Novices will get as much guidance as they want.
There is bowls for everyone. We have internal competitions, friendly
matches against local teams, and we are in the District league. We
narrowly missed promotion last season. This summer we will be top of the
league, we have decided.
Our aim is fresh air and fun. I tell you, sometimes there is plenty of fresh
air on the green. But, we do have warm sunny evenings, when the birds
sing, and all is well with the world. Sometimes you win as well!
Derek Conway
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9th Winchester (Colden Common) Scout Group.
We were delighted last month with the presentation of the
Mayor of Winchester’s award to Harvey (a Scout) and Jessica
(a Cub Scout); the only children to get this important award.
They both were recognised for their continued public service
to village, with weekly litter picking, planting bulbs and
saplings, etc. in doing so they have collected about £800 in
sponsorship for the World Wild Life fund.
The Group Committee, realising that money will be tight for many of our
families this year, has decided not to increase the termly subscriptions this
year, although this will eat into our savings, as it did also last year.
However it is hoped that parents and members of the public will help with
our forthcoming fundraising events, and that the public supports these
events, so to help recoup some of our losses. We will be car washing at the
‘Rising Sun’, taking part in the ‘Common Have A Go’, doing a sponsored
hike, having the firework display and the doing the Christmas post, this year.
Unfortunately, we will have to set higher fees next year.
Over fifty of our young people with leaders and parents took
part in a village litter sweep last month, and in little over ninety
minutes collected 12 huge bags of rubbish.
All Scout Groups in Hampshire are expected to start a Squirrel Dray within
the next 18 months, and the 9th Winchester are hoping to be one of the first,
by starting a Dray, for 10 to 12 children, in September. Squirrels are scouting
newest section, for the 4 to 6 year olds.
It is hoped that parents or grandparents of these children
will form the main leadership of this section. They will
receive training before starting their leadership role, and this
will not affect the leadership of the other Group sections and
Group committee. This section will be for children from the
village only. A general meeting for parents is to be held in
May, so they can find out about Squirrels.
The Group still has a need for a Group Scout Leader, and for parents or other
adults to serve on the Group committee. Can YOU help, please.
Volume No 185
Brian
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Colden Common Brownies need leaders NOW
Colden Common Brownies (age 7-10) is currently without leaders! With no
meetings running, the unit will close imminently. But you can help!
Please, please do
c o n s i d e r
volunteering
I come home
your time to
with glue in
help
our
my hair, and
Brownies get
a feeling
kickstarted
that I have
again – we have
empowered
the girls that
young
really want to
women
attend but no
adult leaders!
Volunteering is
Inspire girls in Colden Common
Volunteer at girlguiding.org.uk
loads of fun,
you’ll meet new
friends, get huge
satisfaction out of it and will always be learning something new. AND, it looks
great on a CV. Most of all, you’ll be giving young girls an opportunity to
challenge themselves, have fun, try something different, improve social skills
and wellbeing, help their community, and explore the world.

“

SHEENA
Brownies volunteer

”

1st Cold
en

Common

1st Cold
en

Common

It can be flexible, with times to suit you, and works well with teams of helpers
BUT crucially we must have at least one person (age 18+) prepared to become
an adult leader. All training is provided either online or face-to-face, and you
will have loads of support from other local leaders. If you are in the slightest
bit interested, want to find out more, or would like to volunteer for any
Guiding age group (Rainbows age 5-7, Brownies age 7-10, Guides age 10-14,
Rangers age 14-18) please email 1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com or
register your interest here https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
Volunteering is good for your community, and good for you!
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A friendly welcoming Church for all ages.
Minister: Rev Bob Kitching
In March I had a spell in hospital. Although I have been a Methodist
minister for some 48 years and a part time hospital chaplain, it is a
completely different experience when you are a patient. People
sometimes grumble about the NHS, but we are a very blessed people. I
met some wonderful staff, including several Christians, who were
wonderfully caring and understanding.
It will soon be Christian Aid Week and there are so many people
throughout our world without adequate food and water, let alone a
health service.
Let's remember the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan and Yemen.
Let's pray for them and support Christian Aid and other relief
organisations.
May God bless you,
Bob Kitching.

RIP Jean Leverett
Jean, widow of Brian, passed away on Sunday 10th
April at Brackenlea Care Home, Shawford, where
she spent the last few months of her life.
Jean was well known in Colden Common, where she
spent most of her life. She was a long standing
member of the Friendship Club and loved attending
the meetings and going on trips with the group. She
was a long-standing and popular user of the minibus
shopping trips, and enjoyed being ‘last in and first
off’ due to the position of her house. Her cat, Snowy,
was often waiting or looking for her on her return.
They will both be greatly missed.
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The Spring Term was a busy one for all our children at Colden Common PreSchool. As well as welcoming our newest member of staff, Rochelle, we have had
many new families join us, including a family from Ukraine. We extend them a
warm welcome to our lovely village.
The children were excited by the arrival of some tiny
caterpillars into the setting and have been carefully
observing the changes week by week. They enjoyed
watching the caterpillars grow before chrysalising and
finally emerging as beautiful butterflies.
April saw us celebrate Easter with the
children. We held an Easter Bonnet
parade and were SO impressed with the
different bonnets made by the children
they were all so colourful and different
from one another. Alongside the parade,
the children joined in with a range of
Easter crafts.
We were grateful to receive some money from the Parish Council
which we have used to buy some new equipment for the garden. The
children have loved exploring the climbing frame, which, as well as
being fun, is brilliant for developing the children s gross motor skills
and muscle strength.

Future Events

Easter Egg Hunt
Our Community Easter Egg Hunt was a huge
success, with many families joining us to hunt
around the village for the hidden Easter Eggs.
Thank you to all that supported us including
those who generously donated raffle prizes
and to Charters who sponsored the event
Congratulations to our Easter craft
competition winners they were all brilliant.

Keep an eye out for information
about our Scarecrow Festival in
October.
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The children continue to love weekly visits to the Allotment School, led by our
Forest School trained staff. Most recently, the children have enjoyed a potion
making station. A variety of ingredients were laid out for the children to mix up.
This gave an opportunity to squeeze, pump, pour, stir, mix, suck, syringe and tip
ingredients into one another. The concoctions took on may colours and forms.
Whilst the children are having fun, they are building strength in their hands and
fingers to support them when they start writing at big school.
Having Forest School trained staff means the children can access
tools they would not normally be able to. The children loved using
the hammer and nails. This takes a lot of hand-eye co-ordination as
well focus and concentration. The children get a huge sense of
achievement when they manage to hit the nail all the way in.
At Colden Common PreSchool, we offer caring, stimulating
and quality childcare for little ones
from 2 years old up to Reception age.
We have a spacious room that is
transformed into a learning space
where children can thrive. Our large
all-weather garden features a wooden
climbing frame, mud kitchen and
covered sand pit as well as many other
activities carefully matched to the
interests of the children in our care.
Conveniently located within the Community Centre, we are open Monday to
Friday, 8.30am – 3pm, with flexible drop off and collection times. School’s Out,
who are also based in the Community Centre, offer a breakfast and afterschool
club – providing childcare either side of Pre-School’s opening hours.
We are full on most days for the summer term, but if you are interested in a place
for September then drop us an email and we would be delighted to answer any
questions and arrange for you to look around.
www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk // hello@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
01962 715401
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The Parish Office, Community Centre,
St Vigor Way, Colden Common,
Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 1UU
Text, Voice, Facetime or WhatsApp: 07775 627131
Email: clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
Clerk to the Council: Debbie Harding

Spring has sprung and the Parish Council is pleased to be able to update you on
its activity.
At the time of publication, the refurbishment of the Recreation Ground
pavilion should be very close to completion. The refurbished building will
offer two rooms. The old garage area has been converted to a stand-alone social
space. The main room will be open plan with kitchen facilities and internal
accessible toilet. A further accessible outside toilet will be a great benefit for all
those using the Recreation Ground.
After the pavilion works are complete the final stage will be additional
landscaping works to deter illegal encampment.
Automated bollards have been ordered for installation at the entrance to the
Car Park at Colden Common Park. The bollards will rise and lower on a timer
basis to deter anti-social behaviour and increase security.
An order has been placed for a 91-metre boardwalk to be installed on footpath
15. The installation should take place at the end of June, beginning of July.
This will be a welcome pedestrian improvement, which will enable pedestrians
to be able to access the wider right-of-ways network East of the village.
Plans are being drawn up by Hampshire County Council to improve the
village gateways. Village gateways highlight entering a 30MPH zone and are
an important tool to reduce traffic speed and awareness that drivers are
entering a village.
A grant application has been made to install a Pump Track at Colden
Common Park. If successful, an area has been identified around the trees in the
wooded area West of the cricket nets. We will keep you updated on our
progress.
Additional bays have been installed to the Cricket nets at Boyes Lane to
improve safety.
Volume No 185
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Two fixed position football goals have been installed at Colden Common Park
in the area nearest the horse field. Many thanks to Colden Common Youth
Football Club for providing the nets. These are available for general use all
year round so that the pitches can be rested during the summer and protected
for match use during the football season.
Strattons Copse is an area of ancient woodland which is access via
Sandyfields Lane, Main Road. It is now available for public access. It will
remain in the ownership of Taylor Wimpey for monitoring purposes, before
legal transfer to Colden Common Parish Council in approximately 10 months’
time.
Strattons Copse is a site of special interest for nature conservation (SINC site).
The woodland provides an important wildlife refuge for plants and animals.
Species include, but are not limited to, Badgers, Newts, Bats, Birds and rare
flowers. Due to its importance, the woodland has undergone a variety of
ecological assessments. These assessments concluded that to protect the flora
and fauna of the woodland and preserve its biodiversity, public access could
only be provided by installing a woodland boardwalk.
The route around the woodland has been
designed to avoid the particularly
sensitive areas of nature conservation,
and offers pedestrians views through the
woodland using a boardwalk trail. The
boardwalk ensures no damage by
pedestrian traffic to the woodland floor,
and no disturbance to protected species.
Public access is therefore permitted to
use of the woodland boardwalk trail only.
Dogs may be exercised in this area using
the boardwalk. It is very important
not to introduce any plants into this
area to protect the native species
which grow here. Therefore, please do
not plant or dispose of any garden
waste on this site.
Please pop along and visit this lovely
ancient woodland. We thank you in
advance for helping us protect this
area of Special Interest for Nature
Conservation.
Volume No 185
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Stage 1 of the Common Voices Project is now complete. We had a good
response from our call for residents to take part. We selected a random crosssection of individuals, which gave a reasonable spread across the demographics,
and tried to include as many parts of the Parish as we could. All the interviews
have now taken place, and the information is currently being analysed. The
data will be used to develop future projects and goals for the Parish Council
based on the aspirations of the village. A document for consultation will be
available later this year.
As concern over speeding was a common theme during the Common Voices
interviews, please consider joining the Speedwatch team to educate drivers
regarding speed limits in the village. Please contact the Parish Office and we
will pass your details onto the speedwatch volunteers.

Rainbow Guides
This year as usual has been a busy time and
how good it is to be back meeting together.
Before that Mums, Dads and Grans did a great
job helping the girls with Zoom meetings.
Thank you!
Our theme this term is ‘Royalty’ with the
chance to earn several badges both inside and
out, as well as celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee with other Guiding members in
July. We will also be having a celebration of our own when we celebrate 10
years of this Rainbow unit, and we will remember those who were Rainbows
before that. If you were amongst them, please look out for the posters which
will soon be out. If you have any memorabilia then that would be great please contact us.
Don’t mention it to anyone, but we will probably have five Gold awards to
present that evening too! Our programme is very full and includes a trip to
Marwell along with other Guiding and Scouting members, and our own
County Rainbow Fun Day. We have a few spaces if any girl between 5 and 7
would like to join a very welcoming and friendly and fun group of girls. We
have girls from several of the local primary schools.
We meet on Tuesdays in Church Rooms from 5-6.
02380 614936
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Colden Common Allotments
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We were delighted to welcome our friends, the
tadpoles, back after Easter and having now
transformed into froglets, the children followed a
frog trail down to the village pond where they were
released.
We are hoping by the time
you read this we will have given the children another
wonderful experience hatching some ducklings from
‘Incredible Eggs’. After watching the ducklings hatch in
our care, they will then have an opportunity to observe
and handle the ducklings and even watch them take
their first swim (see Facebook). These experiences have
inspired some great artwork and storytelling as well as
providing the children with a wonderful opportunity to learn about the natural
world and how to care for living things. However, it doesn’t end there as the
Caterpillars are on their way!! We will soon experience the special wonder and
excitement of butterfly metamorphosis! We are looking forward to sharing
another lifecycle with the children.
We are continually enhancing our allotment plot to
provide a wonderful learning experience for our children.
It provides a fantastic focus for learning within all areas of
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and can be used
to identify the characteristics of effective learning, as it
involves playing and exploring, active learning, creating,
and thinking critically. They learn
lots about the world around them
and get to spend time being
physically active outside. This is
also a fantastic opportunity for the
children to go offsite and explore
the local environment on a regular
basis.

The children have enjoyed some weekly visits from Fiona, Boogie Mites. We
have also started some regular visits from Emily, Mini Professors. So far, the
children have enjoyed learning about Frogs, Polar regions, and Fossils; just to
name a few.
We have also embarked on some weekly Tennis Tots lessons up at Colden
Common Tennis Club. The children are really enjoying learning a new skill
under the watchful eye of their wonderful coach Jamie from Premier Tennis.
We are looking forward to celebrating the Queens Platinum Jubilee with the
children and we hope they love their commemorative medals. You can also see
us at our Nerf Gun Alley at Common Have a Go in June. Do please stop and say
hello!
We have been busy helping prepare our leavers for primary school in September
by helping them to develop some practical skills like independence when going
to the toilet, putting their coats and shoes on, as well as social skills like
listening, taking turns and playing with others. Transition to school is very
important so we are looking forward to taking small groups of children to visit
their new classrooms. This is lovely for the children as they begin to get to know
their new teachers as well as learning their way around new surroundings. It's
always a little bit sad to say goodbye to yet another lovely group of children as
they transition onto school. However, we know that we prepare them well, and
that their time at Rainbows provides them with so many opportunities to grow
and learn in an environment that really values each unique child - a great start
to their educational journeys.
We offer our children a secure, happy and stimulating environment in three
different rooms, as well as our garden. We are passionate about our continuous
provision and plan our play spaces to ensure all the children’s different needs
and learning styles are catered for. Please get in touch if you would like to
arrange a visit, come and have a look around and see us in action, an ‘Ofsted
Outstanding’ preschool that feels as close to family as it can be. We know once
you meet us, you’ll want to stay, so if you are interested in a space from
September 2022, please send us a message or email as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment. Application forms can be found on our website.
Mon – Fri term time, 8.30am – 3pm, The Methodist Hall, Spring Lane, SO21
1SB.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC
Email rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
Visit www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk
Tel No: 01962 713368
Chair: Victoria Hammond
Volume No 185
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Woodpeckers
The Woodpeckers Environmental Group would like to thank
Karen Higginson for co-ordinating the great British Spring
Clean for Colden Common and everyone who helped. Our
surroundings look much better with no litter, although it is
a puzzle why people drop litter instead of taking it home.
Colden Common is fortunate in having many small fields
such as along
Main Road,
Hensting Lane
and
Bishopstoke
Lane. The grass
is cut in these
fields in the summer for hay and
collected in cylindrical or circular
bales. This painting is of the hay
collection along Main Road.
In the churchyard, the long grass in the lower churchyard is cut in July and
raked up. The long grass will otherwise dominate the wild flowers. The lower
church churchyard is an SINC (a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation).
Some areas are left for the butterflies and orchids and are cut later. The grass is
raked up and put into compost pens at the back of the churchyard.
Help is always appreciated in cutting and raking up the long grass in July.
Paul Nicholson.
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The Shed continues to thrive and grow, with card games like gin
rummy, which a few Shedders have taken to playing on a very
competitive basis (no money is involved). Aside from tea-drinking
and putting the world to rights, we continue to do repairs (mainly
to wooden items) for villagers who bring in items for us. A recent
success has been the making of over 20+ bird boxes, all beautifully
painted by local artist and Shedder, Keith Corbet. There is more of
his work on display in the shed, and this will be shortly shown on
our Facebook page.
Dave Snoswell has organised our first trip out to the Haynes
International Motor Museum, details of which are published on the
Village Community site – non-Shed members are welcome. This
is the first time in nearly three years that we have been able to
organise anything of this type, and hopefully it will be the start of
more as Covid restrictions are lessened.
We are about to start some refurbishing and tidying work within
the shed, so that we have a bit more space in the workshop, but feel
free to come and visit any Wednesday or Thursday afternoon, if you
want to see what we offer, and maybe join us. Looking forward,
we are going to apply for a Charity Shed Day at the Cathedral
Christmas market again this year, so will be busy making items to
sell if we are successful in our application. We will probably make
them even if we are not successful.
We are located behind the Church Rooms, opposite the Parish
Church on the Main Road, if you fancy a visit.
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Friendship Club
It was sad to hear about the recent loss of two of our long standing members.
Jean Leverett, who was also a committee member and Ann Wallace. Jean had
lived all her life in Colden Common and Ann in nearby Highbridge. Both
ladies were an asset to our village and will be missed by many.
We were very well looked after for our anniversary cream tea at Brambridge
Garden Centre. The scones were made that morning in their kitchen.
We had an enjoyable and informative talk
on the History of English Canals. The
lecturer described how the canals were
built during the Industrial Revolution, their
demise as the railway network developed,
and the work of volunteers over the last
sixty years to reopen many canals, such as
the Wey and Arun in Surrey. She also
mentioned the lives of the canal workers,
including the need to make sure that the
children had an education.

painted metals for us to buy.

She is also an accomplished canal work
artist, and brought along many items of

We try to have a variety when we put
our programme together, we’ve had a
member tell us about how she came to
work with Stained Glass and making a
3D lamp.
We have been entertained with a
medley of music by John Sherborne
and enjoyed our first coach outing to
Swanage.
We have welcomed some new
members and we meet on alternate
Monday afternoons at The Holy
Trinity Church Rooms.
The village minibus is hired to pick up
members for the meetings.
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Like the rest of the village, we have delightedly
breathed in the spring sunshine and resumed
all our activities. We’ve missed each other!
Our handbell group are now meeting again
weekly. Well done to our darts team who won
their first County League match - that outdoor
practicing last year in Pat Phillips’ garden
certainly paid off!
33 members enjoyed our 45th birthday meal at The Rising Sun in January you may have heard the noise levels of chatter and laughter! Good food and
great hospitality - well done to the landlord and staff.
Our February walkers squelched happily through the ‘post-storm’ mud on a
4 mile walk round the Hinton Ampner Estate followed by lunch at The
Hinton Arms. We got more exercise the following month, helping pick up
litter in the Great British Spring Clean.
Diana White gave us a heartfelt talk on the Victorian pioneer Dr. Down’s who
recognised the need for different approaches to caring for and understanding
those with Down’s Syndrome. Diana has a 43 year-old Down’s syndrome
daughter herself and shared with us her many happy memories and pictures
of Susie’s life and experiences.
‘Thanks bee’ to Adrian Kelly for taking our bees ‘on holiday’ to Cheesefoot
Head . They’ll be back in Adrian’s ‘Bee & Bee’ soon. Our own ‘bee loving
trees’ planted in the Church grounds are also thriving.
Ukraine Hero Teddies – Carole Allen and
knitting team have made these for distribution
to Ukrainian refugee children and to put in the
CC Guides’ rucksacks for Ukrainian teenagers.
Thank you Carole.
Following the May AGM, the new committee are planning our summer trip
to Poole and Swanage - coach, coffee and cakes, steam train, lunch, beach
and shops all in one day.

Sue Kirkpatrick, President: su.kirkpatrick@gmail.com
Pam Glasspool, Secretary: pam_glasspool@gmail.com
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A WEEKLY LUNCH CLUB

for our older residents is usually held on Wednesdays in the Gloucester Hall
at the Community Centre. Despite Covid, we are running again, and hope to
see you soon. Would you enjoy a homemade lunch, and the chance to meet
others? We currently have space for a few more to join us. We can cater for
24 diners. Why not come and join us? If is transport a problem in getting
there then theMinibus could help. The cost is £5 for lunch, for two
courses, tea/coffee, chat and company, including transport if required.
We can deal with some dietary needs too.
IT MUST BE PRE-BOOKED.
More information from Jane Roberts: 01962 714682

VOLUNTEER CAR TRANSPORT
Our wonderful group of volunteer drivers
has continued offering medical trips
throughout most of the Covid crises,
taking local residents to their various
appointments. All our drivers have had at
least two Covid 19 vaccines, they use face
masks, and they will sanitise between
passengers. Passengers need to keep their
distance, sitting in back seat of cars away from the driver, and wearing a
mask. We will also need to ensure our passengers have also had both their
vaccines.
Mo is the person to phone to ask for a car to take
you to an appointment. The number to ring is
02380 692611
The more notice of an appointment you can give,
the better. We do try to provide a car at all times,
but with the Covid restrictions, we are finding it
more difficult to have volunteers always available.
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Do you have trouble shopping?
Do you know that Colden Common has a
volunteer-run Minibus which makes regular
shopping trips?
The shopping trips are still
running despite Covid, but new regulations may
affect this at short notice. The current cost is £3
per person, for an almost door-to-door service

Currently passengers numbers are
down for the Thursday trips. Unless
numbers increase, we may have to
consider cancelling the Thursday trip
All our bus drivers have had both vaccinations. Face masks will need to be
worn and hand sanitisers used, by both driver and passengers.
Our trips are to

Winchester, Tesco.
at Winnal on
Wednesday at 9 am

Return trips:

leaving by 11am

Eastleigh, Tesco /ASDA
on Thursdays
1 pm.
leaving at 3.15pm

We depart from Spring House, and call at Sunningdale, Glen Park, Avondale
and other locations in Colden Common as requested
The cost is £3 per journey, for an almost door to door service! IT MUST BE
BOOKED WITH CAROLE ALLEN on 01962 714288
Dave Walton 01962 712986 - Chairman
If you are able to volunteer in
any way with our lunch club, car
driving, or minibus driving,
please contact us; we are
always looking for new helpers.
Volume No 185

Page 27

June 2022

Last Thursday of the month
2.00pm 4.00pm
- come along and browse our selection of
second hand books, while enjoying a drink
and a chat
in the Community Centre

For families of all ages. Held on the second Sunday of every month
3.00 – 4.30 at the Methodist Church, Spring Lane
Songs, story, things to make. All ending with a drink and cake.
Booking recommended on Eventbrite
Google: Colden Common Messy Church Eventbrite

Drop in for Coffee
Feeling lonely? Need a friend?
Every Tuesday morning, 10.00 — 12.00
In the Bert Stratton Lounge, at the Community Centre
Tea, coffee, cheese scone and cake on offer for a
donation to cover costs.

Always a warm welcome
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Page 28

June 2022

Grand Opening of New Automatic Doors at the
Community Centre
On Tuesday 22nd March, The Right Worshipful
Mayor of Winchester, Councillor Vivian Achwal,
came to the Community Centre formally to open the
new automatic doors that had just been installed.
These had been purchased to
make it easier for people
with wheelchairs, push
chairs, buggies, walkers and
the like, to negotiate the two
sets of entrance doors. It will
also be very helpful when
there is a constant stream of people in and out, such
as for birthday parties or the Winter Fair. The doors
were paid for, in part, by a grant from the National
Lottery of £10,000, and also by a very generous award
of £3,000 from the Parish Council.
Her Worship was also persuaded to unveil a
plaque dedicated to Paul Nicholson, in
recognition of his voluntary work around the
village, and that he paid for the clock to
commemorate the Centre’s 25th anniversary a few
years ago.
The Methodists’ usual coffee morning occurred
simultaneously, and they (the Methodists) also
supplied
coffee and
delicious cakes for Her Worship, and
the assembled multitude, seen below on
the right. Her Worship took the time to
mix with all present, while the coffee
and cakes were consumed. The
flapjacks were especially appreciated!
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Twinning
At last our patience has been rewarded and, after four years, the biennial May
visit to St Vigor is back on and 20 Twinners are making the crossing! More
about that in the next Newsletter. In late March, helped by the clement
weather, we had a most enjoyable walk and barbecue (strangely, with more
people eating than walking). Thank you, Janet, for providing the venue and
organising the walk.
In April we joined with the Bowling Club for a quiz and supper evening. A
Twinning team won the trophy this year and it is pure coincidence that the
quizmaster is also a member of Twinning! Thanks to Barrie and Derek for
organising the venue, the delicious Fish and Chips and the Chinese spread, and
to Margaret and Geoff for producing and marking the quiz. During the
summer we shall take part in “Common Have a Go” as well as a celebratory
“Afternoon Tea” and the traditional “Bastille Day Barbecue”. If you would like
to join us or learn more please contact Janet (auntyq47@btinternet.com or Tel:
01962 714198).
Sadly we have lost two of our members who were also major contributors to the
life of the village. Ken Ratcliffe, who was a founder member and signatory to
the Twinning charter, and Ann Wallace who was also active in many of the
village's other organisations died within a week of each other. Our thoughts are
with their families with thanks for everything they did for Twinning and the
village over the years.

Colden
Common
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Village Walks
The Water Vole Way
The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust which maintains
the paths along the Itchen Navigation Canal from Southampton to
Winchester has named a section of this walk The Water Vole Way.
The walk starts from the lay-by at Brambridge near the Dog and Crook.
There is an overgrown patch of land which was allotments, last used as
such in the early 1970s. The path continues, with horses grazing in fields,
through a belt of trees and a bridge over the stream to Wardle Road,
Highbridge (see the painting of Brambridge
Fields). The path follows to the meadows of
the River Itchen with views of Allbrook.
There are flag irises by the river bank and
pairs of swans on the river. Also seen are
clumps of willows and elders. The path then
climbs through Stoke Common woods to
Brambridge Fields Church Road, Bishopstoke (see the painting
of River Itchen with view to Allbrook).
Water voles live in burrows in the banks of the river, and feed on plants
along the river edge. The Wildlife Trust has helped these tiny creatures
by putting in more plants here.
Southern damselflies are very rare,
and the Itchen Valley is one of three
national strongholds, and new ditches
are created for them. Also, the Atlantic
salmon use the gravel beds as
spawning areas, and lay their eggs in
nests called ‘redds’ in January and
February. The salmon live the
majority of their lives in the sea and
migrate to their native river to
spawn.

River Itchen, towards
Allbrook

Paul Nicholson.
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Our Club is sited on the Recreation Ground,
Main Road, Colden Common. All Courts
have floodlights which allows play to take
place throughout the whole year from 8am
until 10pm each day.
Mix-ins are held on Monday and Friday
evenings 7-9pm and on Sunday mornings
10am-12pm. All members are welcome
whatever ability to meet others and play
friendly games. After a few games, players
are swapped so that everyone gets to play with each other. We also welcome
potential members to come along to have a game and learn more about the
club.
For those keen to play more competitive
tennis, we run Box Leagues. Players are
allocated to others and have to play a
number of matches within a time period.
Once the time has expired, the points are
added up and the winner of each group
(or box) goes up into a higher tier, whilst
the player with the least points goes
down.
We have entered two teams for the Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Summer League and are looking for more
players to join our teams Please do get in touch if you
are interested? (Matches are friendly and you don’t have
to commit to all dates).
CCTC has a fantastic team of coaches who provide
group lessons from tiny tots through to those of any age
who still want to improve their game. Regular group
sessions are held for children and adults from beginners
through to those intermediate and advanced players
who want to improve their drills and skills. For adults
wishing to have an intense cardio session, why not come
and try out our Boot Camps? You don’t even have to be
able to play tennis to enjoy this great workout session!
For details of all coaching please go to
www.tennishampshire.com or contact Gary Waughman
at gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk
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We are very excited about the
current works being carried out on
the Pavilion which will result in the
Tennis Club having a part of it for
sole use as a Clubhouse thanks to the
generosity of the Parish Council. A
new system of floodlighting is being
installed this month which will be
more environmentally friendly with
less overspill to neighbouring
properties.
Come and visit us at “Common Have a Go”. Our Courts will be open for
play to everyone from 12-4pm, whether a member or not. Two coaches will
be on court to assist and racquets will be available to borrow if you don’t
have one. Please wear appropriate rubber soled footwear. Refreshments will
also be available at our new Clubhouse
For more details about the club, membership and prices go to
www.cctennisclub.co.uk

Amanda James
CHAIRMAN
Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
DD: 01962 711381 / 07808 474523

Volume No 185

Page 33

June 2022

Colden Common Club and Organisation Contacts
Allotments

Sally Haig

01962 713255

Badminton Club

Geoff Crisp

Bowls Club

Derek Conway

Bridge Club

Joanna Carter

Brownies & Rainbows

Jane Roots

Car Transport

Mo Alderman

Colden Common Shed

Rob Veck

Community Ass'n

Vanessa Martin

01962 715787

Chris

01962 713097

geoff@mistycrisp.co.uk
023 80601013

conwayderek16@gmail.com
joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk
janer00ts@uwclub.net

02380 692611
ccshedcomms@gmail.com
office@coldencommoncc.co.uk

Community Care Trust
Company for Lunch
Colden Common
Pre-School

Lara Webster Manager

manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk

Charlotte White Administration
01962Assistant
715401 admin@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
Cricket Club

Geoff Edwards

07946 648011

foregeoff@hotmail.com

Colin Hutton

07761 250832

chut@noc.ac.org

‘en Joy Dance Fitness

hello@enjoydancefitness.co.uk

FEST

Richard

07775 851602

Pat Phillips

01962 711104

Paul Nicholson

01962 713102

Friendship Club
Gardening Club

The Garden Blogger

Girl Guides

Wendy Williams

Good Neighbour contact Roger Whitford
Rev Damon Draisey
Holy Trinity Church

gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net
1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com
01962 467234
07341 575139

rwhitford@mail.com
vicar@sdgateway.org.uk

Jane Roots

02380 614936

Churchwarden

Gillian Hargraves

01962 714719
01962 715172

Licensed Lay Minister

H T Church Office
Ladies Group

Kathy Maidment

Luna Yoga

Sarah Stacey

01962 712260
07810 547597

Rev Bob Kitching

02380 253441

Methodist Church
Minibus - for shopping
Music & Drama Group

For information
01962 712559

Carole

01962 714288

Michael Cleary (Sec)

01962 777313

Stephanie (singing)

02380 694423

Chrissy Bibby

Newsletter

Richard Saunders
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grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk

For bookings

Neighbourhood Watch

holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk

russetts707@hotmail.com

coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com

07941 321413
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Club and Organisation Contacts (Cont.)
Nutter Fitness

Laura

07419 815800

Parish Council

Debbie Harding

01962 713700

Parish Hall Trust
Patient Participation
Group

Bob Kitchen

01962 714825

Marilyn Taylor

01962 713784

nutterfitness@gmail.com

marilyn3taylor@gmail.com

Positive Training for
Canines

Leah Holdaway

07771 314947

Primary School

Mrs F Hardy

01962 712111

Pure Pilates

Carmela Ogilvy

07791 695594

Rainbow Preschool

Tracy Gilmour
rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
01962 713368 (term time only) or 01962 715140

Scouts

Brian O’Neil

Tennis Club

Amanda James

Twinning Group

Janet

07808 474523

Twyford Surgery

01962 712202

WI

Pam Glasspool

Woodpeckers

Paul Nicholson

Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
auntyq47@btinternet.com

01962 712158

Glen & Emily Taylor

purepilates100@yahoo.co.uk

9thWinchester@googlegroups.com

Twyford Nursing Assoc. Giselle Letchworth

Viral Kindness

info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.u
k

07886 133651

glentaylor1979@outlook.com
coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk

01962 713102

Colden Common Calendar
WI: Jackie Dimmock ‘The Good, the Bad,
9/6/22 and the Downright Funny’: 30 years in
Hampshire Police
11/6/22 Common Have A Go
17/6/22 Ladies Group: ABC of Winchester
29/6/22 Gardening Club: Saddlestones
15/7/22 Ladies Group AGM, followed by American
Supper
Gardening Club: Trip to Loseley Park
24/7/22
Gardens
Gardening Club: Merton Manor (limited
27/7/22
numbers)
Gardening Club: Hidden Gardens of
31/8/22
Winchester
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3/9/22 Picnic in the Park
27/11/22 Winter Market

19:00

Church Rooms

12 - 4 The Recreation Ground
19:45
18:30

Community Centre
Community Centre

19:30

Margaret’s house,
Wardle Rd

10:00
17:30
14:00
12 - 4
2-5

Community Centre
Community Centre
Abbey Gardens,
Winchester
June 2022
The Green
Community Centre

Welcoming our Ukrainian Guests
If you follow our various village Facebook groups you
may have seen that the village is now home to several
Ukrainian families, with more coming soon. People
have been amazing with all their donations and offers
of help so if potential guests and hosts are in need,
please continue to make use of the wider community.
Everyone is welcome to join the South Downs
Gateway Homes for Ukraine Facebook group where
you could offer to give lifts for shopping, provide a
tour of Winchester or simply pop over for coffee and a
chat. As potentials hosts you can also join the group to
share tips on all the various applications and forms
that are needed to be completed.
Starting Friday 6th May the Church Rooms opposite
Holy Trinity Church will be open 11am-1pm to offer
refreshments and a meeting space for Ukrainian
guests and their hosts so please do join us. If you are not on Facebook but would
like to get involved, you can also contact Annette on annettelwalker@aol.com

This newsletter is published by Colden Common Community
Volume No 185
Page 36
June 2022
Association, Charity Registration
Number 292438

