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Colden Common 
Newsletter

A Very Happy 
Christmas to                 

Colden Common! 
And let’s forget about fuel crises, empty supermarket 
shelves,  no HGV drivers, the price of gas, Covid-19, 

winter flu, the latest scare, and the fact that the cat’s just 
done a whoopsie on my slipper. 

Let’s enjoy Christmas! We deserve it. 
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Lovely Christmassy scenes on 
view around the village last year. 

As many of you remember, we had a Christmas lights switch-on last 
year, where all of us with external Christmas lights were encouraged to 
put them on for the first time on a particular Sunday afternoon at 5 pm. 
This was followed by families and friends traipsing around the village. 
admiring the displays, some of which were fantastically elaborate.  

Some people organised a countdown at 5 pm, and others shared mulled 
wine and mince pies. Anyway, it seemed to be very popular, and brought 
cheer and jollity at a grim time. Unfortunately, this year things aren’t 
looking as good as we’d hoped, and I propose we should do the same 
again. A quick poll on the residents FB page has chosen 5th December, 
at the same time, 5pm.  

Please ensure your lights are on a timer or turn them off at bedtime to 
avoid annoying neighbours and confusing the foxes. 

Maddie Dakeyne
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Colden Common Allotments 
We held our AGM in September.  Dr Vic Nicholas gave a short talk on soil 
- she outlined the four main soil types, and emphasised the importance 
of not leaving the soil bare for too long as nutrients are then lost.  

There was a review of the allotments. They are 
again looking very good this year. Children 
walking back from school on the improved 
footpaths to the new Sandyfield Estate 
enthusiastically point out 
t h i n g s w h i c h h a v e 
attracted them. The best 

allotment was awarded jointly to Robin and 
Gaynor Worman, and Mike Gaskell. Gaynor has a 
wildflower and nature strip including Cosmos and 
Nasturtiums. The runner up was Jane and Ivor 
Elliott whose plot was very well planted, and had herbs and flowers 
including colourful Marigolds. Highly commended were Sarah and 
Howard Smith, Sheila Stent, Maddie and Simon Dakeyne and Stephen 

Bond. 

There is always something going on. There is a 
succession of planting with potatoes and peas 
being replaced by winter crops. Allotmenteers 
have again had to work with variable weather 
conditions this year. 

Winter storms were followed by a cold and wet 
April and May with the Magnolia blossom in the 
village being burnt. June was hot and dry - in fact 
the second warmest June ever but was followed 
by humidity and dampness which caused blight on 
the tomatoes and potatoes. The badger also visited and, as well as the sweet 

corn, it also chose some carrots. 

After seven years, our 
C h a i r m a n R o b V e c k 
retired. We thanked him 
f o r h i s h a r d w o r k , 
including arranging work 

parties to cut the hedges in early August, and 
overseeing The Secret Garden project. We 
welcome Charles Dring as our new Chairman.  

Paul Nicholson.
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9th Winchester (Colden Common) Scout Group 
We are Back! 

With the lockdown in March 2020, the Scout Movement ground to a halt 
for the first time in its 113 year history. During the six months, from June 
2020, the Scout Movement nationwide operated over 74 million minutes of 
virtual meetings, at local and national level, for those able to operate and/
or receive virtual meetings. 
As things started to ease up from September to December 2020, and again 
April to August 2021, a few carefully managed outdoor meetings were 
allowed. However, it wasn’t until this September that the Scout Movement 
was given permission to open up to proper Scout meetings and activities.  
Our local Scouts have noticed a few changes on their return, the first being 
the relocation of meeting places.  
Both the Beaver Scout Colonies now meet in The Pavilion at CC Park on 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.  Normans Cub Scout Pack now meet in 
CC Primary School on Mondays. Breton Cub Scout Pack and the Scouts also 
meet at The Pavilion on Thursday and Wednesday evenings. 
Sadly, we have had to bid farewell to some of our leaders and committee 
members, who have decided to step down from their roles. We would like 
to thank Lara Webster, Claire Waterman, Jason Williams, Jo Hartley, and 
Chris & Katie Jones, for all their service to the Group, some over a long 
period. 

We have also bid farewell (for the time 
being) to Matthew Frost, Tom Cann, and 
Tom Mundy who were young leaders with 
the Group, but have now gone off to 
university.  Young Leaders are persons aged 
from 14 to 18 years who join one of the 
Winchester District Explorer Scout Units, 
but continue their Scouting at Group level 
as well as continuing their Explorer 
activities. 
Some of our Cub Scouts have been enjoying 
themselves at our local campsite in 
Winchester, by producing a delicious 
sausage supper, having built the fires 
themselves.  They also enjoyed an exciting 
night’s hike in Twyford. 
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Our Future Plans 

At the moment the leaders are working very hard to try and get the young 
people up-to-date with the Scout Awards that they should have obtained 
had the pandemic not struck. However, young people still continue to grow 
and many (due to age) should have passed on to the next Scout section. 
This has caused one problem; we have a number of Cub Scouts waiting to 
join the Scout Troop which is full at present. Therefore the Group is 
intending to open another Scout Troop in January, which will meet in the 
School on Tuesday evenings. In order to do this, we do need one or two 
new leaders or helpers to help with the running of the Troop.  

New leaders, helpers, or Group 
supporters are always needed to 
make the Group progress. These 
adults do not need to commit to 
regular weekly meetings, do not 
have to wear uniform, or even 
commit to the Scout promise, 
but should be willing to do a 
very little training (most on 
line), to have a DBS check, and 
to be reliable. Contact us for 
more details. 

We are sorry that we are unable to provide the village with the annual 
firework display this year, but hope to be able to next year. However, the 
Scout Christmas Post will be taking place within the village again this 
year, so keep your eyes open for our collection points, hopefully in the 
usual places soon. 
You may know that the Scout Movement has launched a new section  for 
the 4- and 5-year-olds called Squirrels Scouts. There are about 200 
Squirrel Scout Dreys nationwide, (with the nearest being in at the 3rd 
Winchester Scout Group). In the future there could be up to 10,000 
Squirrel Drays. At present, we at the 9th are not considering opening one 
of our own.  

For details of Scouting for the older teenager contact the local Explorer 
Scout Unit Chris.Sincair@bmwfin.com   

Brian O’Neill  9thWinchester@googlegroups.com 

mailto:Chris.Sincair@bmwfin.com
mailto:9thWinchester@googlegroups.com
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Gardening Club  

Its likely that anyone reading this who has box in their garden will have 
noticed some rather alarming changes in the last few weeks. Box shrubs, 
which are often clipped into topiary shapes, are normally trouble-free (apart 
from blight, which shows as brown patches and from which it often 
recovers). With the box tree caterpillar, however, you can see all the leaves 
eaten within a week and you are left with a very sad looking skeleton.  

The black-and-white moth arrives 
in April, and lays its eggs on the 
leaves. These then hatch as 
caterpillars. The caterpillars eat the 
leaves, and eventually turn into 
moths that start the process over 
again. Over the Summer they can 
produce several generations and the 
final eggs of the season, laid in 
about October, can survive over 
Winter.  

The moth is a native of east Asia, and only arrived in the UK recently. It 
doesn’t appear to have any natural predators. Fortunately, there is 
something you can do. You can hang a pheromone trap in your garden to 
attract the male moths, and therefore reduce the number of eggs. You can 
also use a biological control. This is designed to target only the box tree 
caterpillar and is considered safe for birds and other wildlife. 

The Gardening Club has now resumed its meetings in the Community 
Centre on the last Wednesday of the month and we are looking forward to a 
full series of talks during the Winter , and garden visits next Summer. For 
details please see the village calendar. 

B o x t r e e 
c a t e r p i l l a r 
distribution at 
the end of 2019, 
from the RHS 
w e b s u r v e y . 
Mapped using 
Dmap 

Next Newsletter Copy Date 
is Friday, 28th January 2022,  

And the one after that is Friday 30th April
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Colden Common Music and Drama Group 

We are really looking forward 
to presenting our Christmas 
Concert to you, Joy to the 
World, subject (as is the norm 
these days) to any changes in 
Covid regulations. This year it 
will be held on Saturday 
1 8 t h D e c e m b e r a t t h e 
Community Centre, St. 
Vigor Way commencing at 
7.30pm.  

We will miss singing at Holy 
Trinity, but the Community 
Centre has more space for 
Covid restrictions, and ‘needs 
must’.  It will be a great start to 
Christmas week, and we intend 
to entertain you with Christmas 
carols, songs and poems, and to 
thoroughly enjoy ourselves in 
so doing.  As usual, we will 
serve Mulled wine or a non-

alcoholic punch, and, of course, a mince pie during the interval. Tickets (£8 
each) are limited this year so book early to avoid disappointment: phone 
02380 610713 or email CCDMGtickets@hotmail.co.uk, 

As always, if you’re thinking of doing something new and fun for the New 
Year: join us! No previous experience necessary, just a sense of fun and 
teamwork. Singing, acting or stage lighting/management skills are all needed. 
Contact Michael, Secretary, on 01962 777313 for further information. 

 

mailto:CCDMGtickets@hotmail.co.uk
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1st Colden Common Guides 
The Guides have been very busy during 
the autumn and winter, focussing on 
health, first aid and exploring skills. 
However, we started the term by 
congratulating Natalie, Georgia J, 
Georgia S, Klara, and Heather on 
completing their Gold Award – the 
highest achievement in Guides, and 
certainly not easy to do over the last 18 
months! One of their final outdoor 
tasks was to organise, plan, budget and 
run their very own 2-night camp in 

August at Herons Wey near Farnham. It was a fantastic camp and highly 
successful – well done girls!  All the Guides celebrated their achievement 
with a bowling night early in September – something many of us hadn’t 
done for SO long! With a few strikes and spares, we all thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves (leaders included). 

Throughout the term, the Guides have been working on their First Aid 
Skills Builder Badge. They have learned key skills such as how to apply 
bandages, techniques to calm casualties down and deal with shock, and 
how to spot and deal with conditions caused by overexposure to extreme 
weather. The girls were lucky enough to have expert training from our 
County D of E Adviser on vital emergency response techniques such as 
CPR and recovery position, as well as basic first aid. We also welcomed 
Marilyn Taylor, the chair of the Patient Participation Group, for a 
fascinating evening where the Guides were asked for their views on what 
health issues were important to them. 
The aim was to feedback to the PPG 
who are keen to get the views on 
health from the younger generation in 
our local community. We were so 
impressed with how the girls handled 
this topic and how they realised the 
importance of getting their voices 
heard.  Some of the Guides were keen 
to get more involved to help spread 
the word and to encourage more 
younger people to give their views on 
health – so watch this space!  
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After learning and practising basic map-reading and compass skills early in 
the term, the Guides have taken part in South West Region’s ‘Great 
Region Ramble’ – encouraging all Guiding members within the region 
(which is a lot) to get out and about, and to log the miles they cover when 
walking together. The aim was to see how many times around the 
perimeter of the South West Region we could all collectively travel.  The 
answer was a staggering 51,587 miles (that’s 45.5 perimeters!) Our unit 
contributed 124 miles to that total and took part by holding a truly brilliant 
and exhausting scavenger hunt around the village based on Monopoly with 
the catchy name of ‘Colden Commonopoly’. We also clocked up some more 
miles with a night hike up and around the surrounding area of St 
Catherine’s Hill, where the girls had a great opportunity to practise their 
map reading and compass skills further.   

On top of this, we have had plenty of 
time for other exciting adventures 
including a swim session at Bishops 
Waltham Community Swimming pool 
(highly recommended if you have not 
been before), a 5 ingredient challenge 
(basically Ready Steady Cook), a night 
wide game at Pinsent Scout Campsite, 
and some of the Guides winning the 
County 5-a-side football tournament 
and appearing on BBC South Today! As 
Christmas approaches, we are looking 
forward to decorating hamper boxes 
for the Holy Trinity Christmas Hamper 

Scheme and finishing the term with some festive shenanigans, a promise 
ceremony for our 2 new Guides, a long overdue Gold Award ceremony for 
our 5 (very) oldest Guides and a badge ceremony for all. Congratulations to 
everyone on all their achievements – they are very well deserved! 

If you are thinking of joining Guides (for girls age 10-14), we usually meet 
Wednesdays 6.30-8.00pm at the Church Rooms but are currently close to 
capacity. Please register now to be added to the waiting list by emailing 
1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com and going to this link: 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-
daughter/ 

Wendy, Mia, Chrissy, Sharon & Chelsea

mailto:1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
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Twinning 

Following the Bastille Day barbecue which was the first event for a year, we 
got together on a Thursday in late September to take opportunity to meet 
for a 1½ hour walk to the Southeast of the village followed by lunch at the 
Dog & Crook.  It is noteworthy that the number of participants doubled 
between the walk and the pub! 
Unfortunately COVID intervened once again and, deciding that discretion 
was the better part of valour, we cancelled the Hallowe'en  Beetle Drive and 
puddings evening, particularly as some members are still awaiting their 
booster vaccination.  Hopefully the Boules, followed by lunch at The Ship 
on November 13th, will have been able to proceed.  
The raison d'être of Twinning is, of course, to build and foster good 
relations with the people of our twin village, Saint-Vigor-le-Grand, in 
Normandy.  For the past two years we have had to forego our normal 
exchange visits but we hope that 2022 will see their resumption.  
Throughout the year we hold events which usually have an element of good 
food and wine, and we would welcome new participants.   

If you are not already a member and would like to give us a try, contact 
Janet at auntyq47@btinternet.com to get details. 

For forthcoming events please see Calendar at rear of newsletter 

Having narrowly missed being 
selected for the Tokyo Olympics, the 
Twinning walkers set their sights on 

Paris 2024.

T h e p u b a c t i v i t y i s 
altogether less energetic. 
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Jenny Gray was a founder member of the Woodpeckers 
Environmental Group, which was formed in the mid 1990s 
to help look after Church Pond. Church Pond was made as 
a balancing pond to help with the drainage from the newly 
built St Vigor Way. Jenny was passionate about making 
Colden Common a nice place to live in. Woodpeckers 
activities expanded into litter picking, and participating in 
Keep Britain Tidy events. Footpaths and roadside 
verges, where overgrown, have been tidied up, and road 
signs cleaned.  Bulbs were also planted in places such as on 
the MainRoad/Church Lane roundabout. 

I'm sure that Jenny would have liked for the 
Woodpeckers, if possible, to continue. Especially so, as 
environmental issues and the care of our planet are ever 
more important. Woodpeckers have always helped Holy 
Trinity Church to clear up leaves in late autumn. Leaves 
are important in nature, but can form a deep mulch 
which hinders spring flowering bulbs and plants, such as 
primroses. The leaves are collected, and placed in bins 
for composting. Our next group Woodpecker's meeting is 
to help collect the leaves in the churchyard which is always pencilled in on 
the first Saturday in December (this year it’s the 4th).          
                                            Paul Nicholson.

Daffodils at 
North Pond 

Colden Common Shed  
As with other clubs and associations, it has been a disjointed year, so it is nice 
to be able to say that the Colden Common Shed is pretty well up-to-speed 
again.   We are available to help out the community, as in the past, so feel free 
to come along and ask. 

The Shed is open from 13.30 until 17.30 during the Winter months on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.   Sadly there are no plans to make any reindeer 
(shortage of raw materials) but we will have some other items for sale via our 
Facebook page. 

In the past couple of months we have welcomed three new members, so if you 
feel like popping in for a chat, please come along, or send an email to  
ccshedcomms@gmail.com 

This year for the first time we hope to play a part in helping out with the 
Village Christmas hamper scheme. 

On behalf of the shed we wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a Covid-free 
year.

mailto:ccshedcomms@gmail.com
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The Parish Office, Community Centre, 
St Vigor Way, Colden Common, 
Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 1UU 
Text, Voice, Facetime or WhatsApp:  07775 627131 
Email: clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk 
www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk 
Clerk to the Council: Debbie Harding

Update on Parish Council Projects  

Main Road Pavilion 
The Parish Council are pleased to announce that the long-awaited 
refurbishment of the Recreation Ground Pavilion on Main Road will 
commence on the 29th of November. 

The refurbished building and its facilities will be accessible by wheelchair. 
The changing rooms will be removed to provide a larger community room 
with a kitchenette and an internal toilet. An outside toilet will also be 
available which will be available to all users of the park. The attached 
garage / storeroom will be a separate area which will be made available 
for Colden Common Tennis Club to use as a Club Room. 

The Parish Council is very grateful to the following organisations who 
have made this project possible with grant funding; Winchester City 
Council Community Infrastructure Fund £90,000, Parish Hall Trust 
£20,000, The National Lottery £7,000, Winchester City Council 
Transformation Fund £20,000 and The Recreation Ground Charity 
£23,000. 

When the refurbishment works are completed, a soil bund with dragons’ 
teeth will be installed to prevent illegal encampments and unauthorised 
access from the car park onto the playing field. 

Footpath 15 
The project to resurface Right of Way 15 is progressing. Right of Way 15 
can be found just inside the entrance to Glen Park, Main Road on the 
right-hand side. This route is an important footpath East out of the village 
into the Countryside. The route leads you out onto Hensting Lane, the 
greater Right of Way network and the South Downs National Park.  Those 
who have tried to use this Right of Way will know that it is pretty much 
unusable due to the high-water table even in summer months. You are 
pretty much guaranteed to lose your wellies in the vacuum created by the 
mud. The solution is the installation of a 91-metre boardwalk. The 
estimated cost is approx. £35,000.  

http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk/
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The surface of a Right of Way is the responsibility of Hampshire County 
Council. Hampshire County Council support the installation of a 
boardwalk if the Parish Council can raise the funds. The Parish Council 
has committed £10,000 toward this project and have secured a further 
£10,000 grant from The National Lottery. The Parish Council is actively 
pursuing the remaining funding and we hope to update you in due course 
on our progress. The target is to commence an installation in Spring 2022. 

Want to keep up to date on the work of the Parish Council?   
If you are not already, please sign up to the village information service. 
You can sign up at www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk and follow the link on 
the right-hand side under quick links. Signing up will mean that your 
Parish Council will keep you up to date on latest news and consultations 
ensuring that the voice of Colden Common residents will be heard, and 
your opportunity to get involved will not be missed.  This is particularly 
important with the emerging Winchester City Council’s Local Plan 
2031-38. The plan will make site specific allocations to meet identified 
development needs of the future. It is important the residents of Colden 
Common are involved in the process and signing up to the information 
service will ensure you do not miss out on the opportunity to have your 
say. 

For more information see Home | Winchester District Local Plan 

Parish Council staff have returned to the office.  However, meetings will 
be by appointment only, as we continue to restrict visitors. You can 
contact Parish Office as shown above.  

Extract from the Rights of Way map showing Footpath 15

http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/
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Colden Common Pre-School is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Lara Webster as their new 
Manager.  Lara has been working at the pre-school for 
several years and has an excellent understanding of 
the EYFS and setting. She is the safeguarding Lead, a 
qualified Forest School Leader and Level 3 Early 
Years Educator practitioner.  

It’s been a busy Autumn term! It was so lovely to welcome back our 
returning children, and to meet so many new ones, and we are happy to say 
that they are all settling in quickly. We hope all our school leavers are 
enjoying big school!  

We have been enjoying our yoga sessions with Relax Kids. Yoga is a great 
activity to support physical development as well as mindfulness, regulating 
emotions, enhancing listening skills, cooperation with a peer, as well as 
communication skills.  We are looking forward to Aucott School of Dance 
visiting next term!  

Can you believe our Allotment School has been 
running for a whole year!?! We are delighted to offer 
the children this experience and continue with a 
varied programme of activities, including tool work, 
natural dying, planting and clay sculpting.  

Parents and carers were invited to join us for our 
Christmas concert. The children did a fantastic job 
and sang their little hearts out whilst using Makaton 
sign language.  

As a micro charity we rely heavily on our fundraising 
efforts, and we are delighted to be bringing you two 
family-friendly community events next term! Make a note 
of these dates in your diary - Snowman Trail Sunday 9th 
January and Sunday 3rd April Easter Egg Hunt. Expect a 
trail, arts and crafts, and raffle!
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We said a very fond farewell to Mrs Jacqui Hadley at the end of September. 
I am certain that families old and new will join us in thanking Jacqui for the 
many years (almost 20!) that she has dedicated to both the running of the 
pre-school and to the care and welfare of our children. We wish her huge 
amounts of happiness and success in her future ventures. 

We endeavour to provide opportunities for the pre-schoolers which 
motivate learning, provoke curiosity and enable children to experience awe 
and wonder, whilst feeling safe, welcome and secure. We have a fabulous 
modern room that has been transformed into a learning space where 
children can thrive. We also have sole-use toilets attached to our room 
allowing children to gain those important independence skills. Our large 
all-weather garden features a wooden climbing frame, a mud kitchen and a 
covered sandpit, as well as many other activities. Conveniently located 
within the Community Centre, we are open Monday to Friday, 8.30am – 
3pm, with flexible drop off and collection times. School’s Out, which is also 
based in the Community Centre, offers a breakfast and afterschool club – 
providing childcare either side of Pre-School’s opening hours.  

If you are interested in placing your child with us, please do drop us an 
email we would be delighted to answer any questions. Don't delay; demand 
for places is always high!  

www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk  // Find us on Facebook  

Lara Webster Pre-school Manager – manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk 

Colden Common Parish Hall Trust (CCPH) 

The old parish hall became beyond economic repair and was sold in 2004 
for a little less than a quarter of a million pounds. The proceeds of sale of the 
hall are held upon trust for the benefit of the inhabitants of Colden 
Common. It does not require the funds to be used for the provision of a 
replacement building; neither does it preclude it. 

The CCPH Trustees  are able to distribute  the Trust money to any village 
registered or ‘excepted’ charities  at their discretion. Since 2004 the Trust 
has invested the fund and made roughly 40 grants totalling over £175,000 
to a number of  good causes in the village. The Trust is a registered charity 
(No. 301787) regulated by the Charity Commission. Details of its objective, 
trustees, income and expenditure can be found on the Charity Commission 
website. 

We are open to receive applications from village charities for grants. For an 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e a p p l y t o  P a m G l a s s p o o l , e m a i l : 
p a m _ g l a s s p o o l @ y a h o o . c o . u k , o r B o b K i t c h e n , e m a i l : 
bob_kitchen@yahoo.co.uk. 

mailto:pam_glasspool@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bob_kitchen@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
mailto:manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
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Colden Common Primary School 
I t h a s b e e n s o m e t h i n g o f a 
whirlwind half-term with the 
summer holiday long past, and the 
start of the school year very busy to 
say the least! As with all other 
schools, we have had to manage 
cases of Covid among pupils and 
staff, and the logistics of providing 
and monitoring learning of pupils at 
home for ten days on a rolling 
programme, alongside teaching the children in school with reduced staff 
numbers. It’s been a challenge,  but as always, the children, staff and 
parent body have been utterly amazing, and we have continued to emerge 
relatively unscathed. This is far from over, and I am sure that the 
remainder of the academic year will present just as many challenges.  

In school we were able to run all transition activities for 
children starting year R in September, and those 
children have made a superb start to their school life. 
Clubs have resumed, albeit in year group bubbles, and it 
has been wonderful to bring those extra-curricular 
activities back into focus.  We are participating in the 
cluster football competitions - boys and girls, and have 
introduced non-contact boxing for the children - one of 
the first primary schools to do so. Within this we are 
aiming to give the children as ‘normal’ a school 
experience as we can under conditions that are anything 
but normal, and I am eternally grateful to the staff who 
also have this mindset.  

We are also participating  in school trips as these are 
fundamental to children experiencing their learning in a 
real life context and have already visited Warner 
Brothers Studios for our Fantastic Beasts topic. We have 

plans to visit Marwell Zoo, Minstead Study Centre and Winchester Science 
Centre, to name but a few.  

Our charity support began with making a food collection for Winchester 
Basics Bank for Harvest, we sold poppies for the Royal British Legion, and 
had wonderful plans for Children in Need.  

Children are once more able to have swimming lessons and take part in 
Bikeability - both things stopped over consecutive lockdowns presenting 
us with the challenge of enabling two year groups to complete them at one 
time. Thankfully we have it sorted - down to the brilliant office staff.  
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Like the rest of the world, we are 
unsure as to what the run up to 
Christmas, or indeed Christmas itself, 
will bring. All that we can do is plan for 
business as usual whist acknowledging 
that it is likely to be far from usual! 

Y o u c a n k e e p u p - t o - d a t e w i t h 
everything that is going on in school 
through our school website:  

www.coldencommon.hants.sch.uk  

Mrs F Hardy - Headteacher

A friendly welcoming Church for all ages.  

I have been sent a booklet with the intriguing title `The Impossible 
Promise’. It's a book  about the first Christmas, and I think that that is  a 
great description. The promises are all there, and to my thinking they seem 
impossible. An unmarried girl is greeted by an angel and told she will be the 
mother of God's son. Her fiancé Joseph is told that the baby born to Mary will 
be the fulfilment of prophecy, and should have a special name JESUS as He 
will save His people from their sins. Then there are shepherds told to go and 
witness the birth of God's Messiah. Finally the wise men from the east were 
promised that their journey would take them to where the new born king had 
been born. As a newspaper columnist would say ‘You couldn't make it up 
could you?’. But it is true. 

The promise is to you and me in 2021 that despite Covid and the threat of 
global warming God offers real hope. Jesus can make a real difference to our 
world as one of the writers of the New Testament says `He is the same 
yesterday, today and for ever` 

We wish you a very Happy Christmas from our Methodist Church and invite 
families to a Messy Church Christmas on 12 December from 3 pm and 
to a Village Carol Service on December 19 at 4 pm at our Methodist 
church in Spring Lane. 

  God bless you, 
Bob Kitching

http://www.coldencommon.hants.sch.uk
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The early years sector is the UK's fourth emergency service. Throughout the 
pandemic, our hard-working early years educators have been in post, 
remaining open to provide vital care for the very youngest members of our 
society. As a parent, I know the difference that good quality childcare 
makes. More importantly though, the prospects of our most precious 
resource, our children, depends on the best possible start in life. That begins 
with good quality early years provision. 
  
Through my work chairing the cross-party All-Party Parliamentary Group 
for Childcare and Early Education, I know of the great challenges facing the 
sector, and speak regularly in the House of Commons on the subject. 
Research from the National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA) showed in 
2019-20 that nearly three-quarters of all councils underspent 
their early years funding by £62m, which is nearly £3,000 per 
child receiving the 30-hours entitlement. The money is not following 
the children and by extension not getting into pockets of the early years' 
educators on whom we all rely so much. 
 
Our All-Party Group has long campaigned for a fundamental overhaul of 
early years funding, an idea that draws support from all political parties. 
This means providing a multi-year funding settlement for providers, 
developing a mechanism that allows providers to pay our early years 

professionals the National Living Wage and 
ensuring the needs of children with SEND 
across all settings are met. Along with other 
parliamentary colleagues who campaign for the 
early years sector, I had the opportunity to 
meet with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Rishi Sunak, recently and urged him to act. 
With the NDNA reporting a 35% increase in 
nursery closures between April 2020 and 
March 2021, the time for action is now. 

  
As your local MP, I want to pay tribute to the hardworking early years 
professionals at Colden Common PreSchool and Rainbow's PreSchool. I will 
continue to stand up for your interests both in Parliament and in 
Winchester and Chandler's Ford. 

Steve Brine, MP

Colden Common Preschools  
Some Thoughts from our MP

Thoughts and responses from Colden Common and Rainbow 
Pre-Schools are on the facing page. 
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As Chair of Colden Common Pre-School, a mother, and a primary school teacher, I 
have been both shocked and saddened to learn of the limited support being 
offered to a sector that is relied on by so many in our community. In recent times, 
staff have risen to every challenge they have faced; they have put their health at 
risk to ensure that our children are cared for and educated, and in doing so, they 
have put the needs of our children first. However, while Covid brought about 
some new challenges, it has, in the main, exposed and highlighted pre-existing 
inadequacies in the system, and not created them. 
The early education of children is vital to lifelong learning; developing the 
cognitive, social and emotional skills that set them up for life, yet government 
support is not reflective of this. The roles and responsibilities of early years 
practitioners are closely matched to those of teachers in a reception class at 
school, yet this is where the parallels end. There is limited professional protection 
and the government allocated funding barely allows for adequate pay to match the 
duties and accountability placed on the shoulders of pre-school leaders and their 
staff. Government grants are not enough to cover the costs of children in the 
settings, with many pre-schools making a loss for every government-funded child 
they look after. This is simply not sustainable. Early years settings, like Colden 
Common Pre-School and Rainbows Pre-school, are working tirelessly to ensure 
that they provide high-quality care and education, but they deserve greater 
recognition and support.  
It is reassuring to read the words of Steve Brine and to learn of the work of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group for Childcare and Early Education, as more people 
should be made aware of the unfolding crisis pre-schools across the country are 
facing. I am hopeful that their efforts will bring about some much-needed change. 

In response to Steve Brine MP’s article, Rainbow Preschool would like to 
acknowledge his comments and appreciate how he has highlighted the important 
work that Early Years educators do. 

I am lucky enough to work with an outstanding team of people which offers a safe, 
nurturing and ever-evolving setting. The pandemic has certainly presented us with 
lots more work, and has pushed our team and committee to make some difficult 
decisions. There were times during the pandemic when we felt forgotten by the 
government, and staff morale was low. As a team, the most difficult time for us 
was during the second lockdown, when it was decided to keep pre-schools open 
for all, while our colleagues in primary schools were only open to the vulnerable, 
and to the children of key workers. This was difficult to understand, as children in 
reception are of a very similar age. There is no social distancing from a crying 
child. We adjusted our policies and procedures as best we could to keep ourselves 
as safe as possible. However PPE is not practical in settings such as ours, so we 
worked in a bubble, and further on through the pandemic we used lateral flow 
testing. Despite these precautions, we never felt entirely safe. The demographic 
amongst our team also meant that many of us were caring for elderly parents 
when not working, which was an additional cause for concern. Without the team 
turning up for work every day, we would not have been able to care for the 
children of retail assistants, delivery drivers, teachers and doctors. 

Finally, I would like to say that most early years educators earn basic minimum 
wage and this is truly not acceptable. 
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Jenny Gray - a tribute. 

This is the eulogy delivered at Jenny’s funeral by Mark, Jenny’s 
son.  

I’d like to start by thanking you all for being here 
today to remember Jenny, my Mum. I’m glad to see so 
many of you chose to wear some colour to today's 
celebration of her life - something she would be happy 
to see. Each of you here today was very special to my 
Mum, whether in the capacity of husband, son, son-in-
law, daughter, brother, grandchild, colleague or friend. 
She would be very grateful to see so many familiar 
faces here today.  

Jenny, Mum, was born Jennifer Ware on 1st July 1947 to parents, Bob and 
Georgina Ware. She spent her childhood growing up on a large farm on the 
top of Portsdown hill in Portsmouth with her brother Chris, surrounded by 
cows, horses, turkeys and countryside. Only a few weeks ago my Mum told 
me a story I'd never heard before - the day she met her husband-to-be. Dad 
was visiting the farm on Portsdown hill, collecting steel from demolished 
electricity pylons to build into a barn on a farm in Havant. According to my 
Mum, she tripped on a piece of barbed wire sticking out of the concrete floor 
of her stable and sought help from my Dad to cut, remove and make safe 
said trip hazard. According to my Dad, however, this was nothing more than 
a fabricated ruse for Mum to get to speak to him - barbed wire doesn't just 
grow out of concrete floors!   Either way, that piece of wire led to a loving 
marriage which lasted over 51 years, brought my sister Helen and me into 
the world, as well as my niece and nephew Milly and Dom. 

In the very hot summer of 1975 Mum and Dad took on the exciting challenge 
of buying themselves a smallholding, and embarked upon setting up their 
own farming business, with 850 turkeys, 300 chickens and 30 geese. To add 
to the challenge, Dad also worked on other farms whilst Mum worked as 
milk recorder for the NMR. Growing up on the farm there was always plenty 
going on to keep us occupied and rarely a dull moment. I have very fond 
memories of Jodie the dog and Twinkle the horse, and somewhat less fond 
memories of the vicious geese that would hiss and chase after us. Mum 
would cook us eggs for breakfast, freshly collected from the hens that 
morning. I can remember, on more than one occasion, waking up to find 
Mum tending to orphan lambs in the kitchen keeping them warm by the 
Aga.  

No mention of the farm would be complete without a special mention of 
Mum's main farming passion, which were of course, her turkeys. I’m sure 
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there are many people here today who have sat around a Christmas dinner 
table and enjoyed those turkeys too!  Not only did Mum and Dad buy and run 
the smallholding, they also built their own large barn using steel from a 
demolished car garage in Portsmouth. They built a   turkey shed using metal 
from the demolished Bushfield Army barracks in Winchester, and not least of 
all, they even built their own house!  

One story, which Mum used to bring up from time to time, was when she 
caught me, aged probably no more than 7, climbing up the steel structure of 
the barn whilst it was being built, roughly 15 feet off the ground! No risk 
assessment or safety harness needed! 

Jenny was a cherished wife, mother, grandmother, sister and friend. She was 
committed   to   many good people and good causes and believed strongly in 
the spirit of community. The following list of organisations to which my Mum 
devoted her time and energy is long, and I apologise if I've missed any, and to 
be honest I probably have.  
Deep breath, and in no particular order…… 

Women's Institute, Young Farmers, Growmore Club, Chair of the Parish 
Council, Patient Participation Group, Woodpeckers Environmental Group, 
Friendship Club, Care Group, Neighbourhood Watch, Community Centre, 

Village School, Litter Picking, Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institute, 
Village Minibus, Luncheon Club…. 

As a keen runner myself I’m impressed by Mum's collection of medals for 
completing a number of Macmillan Race for Life events in support of cancer 
research. Even when Mum was suffering so badly with cancer herself, she still 
took part in these events, and raised money for cancer research. It’s surely a 
testament to her belief in hard work and determination that saw her live with 
cancer for over thirty years. 

I can't thank you all enough for the kindness that you showed to my Mum 
over the past weeks, months and years. A very special thank you to Dr Raj, Dr 
Raol, Nurse Marian Oswell and the Mountbatten Hospice, who took such 
good care of her in her final few days. She left us peacefully, with no pain and 
with dignity. 

So, thank you all again for being here today to celebrate my Mum's life as we 
all say our final goodbyes.  

Thank you 
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Everyday adventures they’ll remember for a lifetime!
We have had a very exciting and busy Autumn Term 
here at Rainbows; the children have settled 
extremely well. We have been lucky with some lovely 
autumnal weather, which has enabled us to enjoy 
regular visits to our allotment as well as our daily 
visits to the park. We have also been out collecting 
conkers and colourful leaves as well as puddle 
splashing down Hill Lane. Please visit our Facebook 
page to see lots of lovely photographs.  

We had a very successful fundraiser with our Jumble 
Sale this term and we are already looking at another 
one in March 2022. We also ran our popular 
tombola stall at the village winter market, a great opportunity to win some 
Christmassy treats. 

We have been to our allotment to hunt for bugs and 
explore in the mud kitchen and large sandpit. This 
area is an amazing safe space especially at this time, 
where the children can explore the natural world. 
Back at the setting we have been experimenting with 
our produce from the allotment. We created some 
lovely carrot cakes and collected the seeds from our 
pumpkins to plant next year. 

We love to bake! Baking is a regular activity at 
Rainbows and all the children really enjoy getting 
involved. Many of the physical skills needed when 
cooking help strengthen little hands. Tasks such 
as holding a spoon, mixing, stirring, rolling, 
kneading, pouring, chopping, peeling and 
whisking all help develop fine motor skills and co-
ordination. The children really enjoy making their 
own individual birthday cake with their friends 
before going on to decorate it in the icing colour of 
their choice. They love blowing out the candles 
after being sung 'Happy Birthday' of course.  
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This is a lovely way to celebrate 
each child's special day with 
them. The children have also 
enjoyed creating smoothies and 
many other exciting bakes to 
share with their friends at 
snack time.  

The children have enjoyed lots 
of craft linked to Halloween, 
Bonfire Night, Children in Need 
and of course Christmas. We 
are now getting into the festive 
spirit preparing for our Nativity 
Play which will be filmed for 
the parents to watch in the 
comfort of their own homes 
once again this year. We are also planning a staff-run end of term 
Christmas party for the children, and hopefully a visit from Father 
Christmas! Once again current circumstances are still making us ‘think 
outside of the box’ to enable us to provide the children with our fun annual 
events. 

We offer our children a secure, happy, and stimulating environment in 
three different rooms, plus our garden, with sole use of the building. We 
are passionate about our continuous provision and plan our play spaces to 
ensure all of the children’s different needs and learning styles are catered 
for. We have a daily ‘chatterbox time’ for those children who need support 
with their speech and language. School’s Out offer the children from 
Rainbows a breakfast and afterschool club, providing childcare both sides 
of our opening hours. 

Spaces have filled up fast this year so we now have a waiting list for the 
majority of sessions this academic year, so if you are interested in a space 
from September 2022, please get in touch soon to avoid disappointment. 

Mon – Fri term time, 8.30am – 3pm, The Methodist Hall, Spring Lane. 

F o l l o w u s a t w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / R a i n b o w P r e s c h o o l C C                            
Email rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com   

Visit www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk      

Phone 01962 713368 (term time only) or 01962 715140 

Chair: Victoria Hammond				Manager: Tracy Gilmour

http://www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC
mailto:rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
http://www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk
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1 in 4 people around the world don’t have a loo. 
By supporting Toilet Twinning you are helping to !ush away poverty. 

Tearfund is a Registered Charity Number 265464 (England and Wales) and Number SC037624 (Scotland).
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Iׇׇׁׂׂׄش

Our Church West 
End Development 

Design 
Has Made the 
National Final!  

The Na'onal Churches Trust Award 
for Architecture is awarded on 
behalf of the Ecclesias'cal 
Architects President & the Na'onal 
Churches Trust’s Joint Presidents, 
the Archbishops of Canterbury & 
York. 
We are up against some big 
opposi'on in the November 

final but,  
WOW - We are so 

proud to have made it 
to the final six! 
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Friendship Club 

We reconvened in September. We enjoyed a lovely cream tea courtesy of 
the club, supplied by Pat. We have put together a short  programme .  

We had an informative talk by John Richards on ‘Life as a Refugee from 
Guernsey to England’ during the Second World War.  Because of the Covid 
situation in the village we cancelled the illustrated talk by Colin van Geffen 
on the ‘Red Arrows’ due to take place on October 25th. 

We hopefully met again on the 22nd November, when Paul by request was 
to give a talk on ‘The History of Southampton, including the Port’. It is not 
widely known that Southampton has the most intact medieval wall, after 
York and Chester, including the well known ‘Bargate’. 

We have arranged our Christmas lunch at the Yew Tree Inn on Hayling 
Island, with a coffee stop on the way at Lee-on-the-Solent. 

 

Photo of Tudor 
House museum, 

one of 
Southampton’s 

most recognisable 
historical 
buildings.
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LUNCH CLUB  

Unfortunately, due to rapidly rising rates of Covid infections in our area, we 
have had to take the unpleasant decision to cancel the weekly lunch club. We 
will restart it as soon as circumstances allow.  

VOLUNTEER CAR TRANSPORT 
Our wonderful group of volunteer drivers has continued offering medical 
trips throughout most of the Covid crises, taking local residents to their 
various  appointments.  All our drivers have had at least two Covid 19 
vaccines, they will use face masks, and they will sanitise between passengers.  
Passengers need to keep their distance, sitting in back seat of cars away from 
the driver.  We will also need to ensure our passengers have also had both 
their vaccines. 

Mo is the person to phone to ask for a car to take you to an appointment. The 
number to ring is: 07907 609 873 

The more notice of an appointment you can give, the better.  We do try to 
provide a car at all times, but with the Covid restrictions, we are finding it 
more difficult to have volunteers always available. 

Do you have difficulty with 
shopping? 

Do you know that Colden Common has a 
volunteer-run Minibus which makes regular 

shopping trips? 

At the time of writing, shopping trips are still running, but rising Covid cases 
and new regulations may affect this at short notice.  The current cost is £2 
per person, but this will increase to £3 from the first of January, for 
an almost door to door service 

Currently passengers numbers are down for the Thursday trips. 
Unless numbers increase, we may have to consider cancelling the 
Thursday trip
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All our drivers have had both vaccinations.  Face masks will need to be 
worn and hand sanitisers used.  We will need to check our passengers are 
masked too. 

Our trips are to            Winchester, Tesco.     Eastleigh, Tesco /ASDA  
                                                   at Winnal on                            on Thursdays 
         Wednesday at 9 am     1 pm.            

Return trips:                       leaving by 11am                        leaving  at 3.15pm 

We depart from Spring House, and call at Sunningdale, Glen Park, 
Avondale and other locations in Colden Common as requested 
  

The cost is £2 per journey (£3 from January 1st) for an almost door to 
door service! IT MUST BE BOOKED WITH CAROLE ALLEN 01962 

714288 

Dave Walton 01962 712986 - Chairman

Ladies Group 

Our first meeting in September, after a year of absence, was a fun evening 
with a beetle drive. Following on from that in October we had a very 
enlightened talk with slides   about ‘What the Bride Wore’ - fashion 
through the ages!  Cunard and the Celebs was the subject for the 
November meeting on Friday 19th.   

The Christmas party will be on Saturday 4th December in the Patrick 
Moore Hall starting at 7.30pm. Hopefully, on January 21st  next year, we 
will have a talk on Colden Common Village History, and there will be 
a Wessex Audio Visual on Thailand and Islands on February 18th.    
Both in the Bert Stratton Lounge at 7.45pm, unless otherwise stated. 

New members are most welcome; Tel. Kathy Maidment  01962 712260
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Services available at the 

Community Centre: 
Printing, Photocopying, Laminating, Small-ad 

advertising, Equipment hire.

It has been great to welcome back most of our regular hirers over the last 
few months or so, as we came out of lockdown and restrictions were lifted.  
The Community Centre’s doors are open, and normal hours (see below) 
have resumed. It has been lovely to see people attending the various classes 
and activities that are taking place.  There is lots going on, and there have 
been some new additions to the weekly timetable of classes for adults and 
children – ranging from Pilates, yoga, and bootcamp, to various dance 
exercise classes, Zumbini’s, and Tae Kwondo.  We are currently working on 
updating our website with more information about the various classes on 
offer, so look out for us online, www.colden-common-cc.co.uk.  

Drop in for Coffee on a Tuesday morning is now back, and they look 
forward to seeing you for coffee, tea, and cake, and to meet your friends, old 
and new.  

Our rooms have also been in demand for party bookings at the week-ends, 
so get your enquiries in early. We also have lots of ideas for activities and 
events that we would like to put on in the future at the Community Centre, 
but if there is anything in particular that interests you – new events, 
different classes, clubs, talks,  exhibitions, for example – please do get in 
touch and let us know. If you are interested in running something yourself, 
it would be great to hear from you. Don’t forget, if you are looking for a 
venue for a party, family gathering, meeting, workshop or other purpose, 
we now have four rooms waiting to accommodate you.  
You can contact us on 01962 715789 or office@coldencommoncc.co.uk. 
The office is staffed Monday – Thursday 9.30am – 3.30pm 

Vanessa, Clint, Emma, and The Community Centre Team

Community Association Treasurer 

Alex Loughran, our current treasurer, intends to retire at the next AGM, 
having completed five years’ service.  We will need a replacement. The 
duties are not too onerous. Brief reports are produced for trustee 
meetings, and annual reports and accounts for the AGM.  

Could you be interested?  More details from alexkloughran@outlook.com

http://www.colden-common-cc.co.uk
mailto:office@coldencommoncc.co.uk
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Our Club is sited on the Recreation 
Ground on Main Road. All Courts have 
floodlights which allows play to take place 
throughout the whole year from 8am until 
10pm each day. 

Mix-ins are held on Monday and Friday 
evenings 7-9pm, and on Sunday mornings 
10am-noon. All members are welcome, 
whatever ability, to meet others and to 

play friendly games. After a few games, players are swapped so that 
everyone gets to play with each other. We also welcome potential 
members to come along to have a game and learn more about the club.  

For those keen to play more competitive tennis, we run Box Leagues. 
Players are allocated to others and have to play a number of matches 
within a time period. Once the time has expired, the points are added up 
and the winner of each group (or box) goes up into a higher tier, whilst 
the player with the fewest points goes down. 

We are looking for new Advanced players to join our teams so that we 
have a pool of enough players to enter into local leagues. Please do get in 
touch if you are interested. 

CCTC has a fantastic team of coaches who provide group lessons from 
tiny tots through to those of any age who still want to improve their 
game. Regular group sessions are held for adults, from beginners 
through to those intermediate and advanced players who want to 
improve their drills and skills. For adults wishing to have an intense 
cardio session, why not come and try out our Boot Camps? You don’t 
even have to be able to play tennis to enjoy this great workout session! 
For details of all coaching please go to www.tennishampshire.com or 
contact Gary Waughman at gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk 

For more details about the club, membership and prices go to 
www.cctennisclub.co.uk   

We wish you all a very Happy and Safe Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you in the New Year. 

Amanda James 
Chairman  
Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk 
01962 711381 / 07808 474523

http://www.tennishampshire.com
mailto:gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk
http://www.cctennisclub.co.uk
mailto:Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
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CODE RED for HUMANITY. We live in a beautiful part of the world with 
temperate weather, green fields, clear rivers, rolling hills, and cool 
woodlands. For us, climate crisis may seem a million miles away. We joined 
10,000 churches around the UK in holding a special Climate Service when 
we sang hymns of praise for the beauty and goodness of our earth. Then we 
heard of the almost irreparable damage being done to the climate and 
environment of our world. This is already affecting foods we take for 
granted, which are produced in lands now being devastated by climate 
change. Leading up to the UN meeting of World leaders, Archbishop Justin 
Welby joined religious leaders around the world in declaring: 
“We inherited a garden – we must not leave a desert to our 
children” adding, “There may be just a decade left to reverse a 
climate disaster”.  

It is down to the leaders of all nations, and also to each of us in the 
developed world, to take action now to combat the climate crisis that will 
otherwise ruin planet earth for our children and grandchildren.  There is 
NO Planet B! A fleet of Holy Trinity paper origami ‘prayer boats’ are 
included in Christian Aid’s display at COP26, declaring that we are all in the 
same storm but not in the same flimsy boat.  Our Colden Common 
‘whisper’ of 230 brightly coloured moths made from recyclable plastic 
milk bottles are part of the National Art & Energy council’s mass ‘Moths to 
a Flame’ art installation urging World leaders in Glasgow to ‘Rise to the 
moment’ and make necessary earth saving changes. 

At the Winchester Green Week service in the 
Cathedral, Nancy & Kate made our Holy Trinity 
Eco Church pledge to ‘Improve Our Energy 
Rating’. The Winchester diocese has declared it 
will be carbon zero by 2030. For us that means we 
have to plan to change the aged gas boiler and 
consider ways to ‘insulate’ the draughty Victorian 
church building. We pray that grants are granted 
and donations are generous! 

In October, we invited the village to a 
presentation in Church rooms by Stuart Mills of 
Winchester Super Homes, showing us ways to cut 
the carbon footprint of our homes. These 
included improved insulation, adding solar 

panels, and replacing gas boilers with energy heat pumps.  We are proud to 
announce that our Church has now gained the A Rocha Bronze Eco award. 
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With a great team of volunteers, care of the Churchyard is being ‘greened’. 
Our no-mow Insect and flower areas have proved a beautiful success and the 
Brown bin reduces the need for bonfires. Bird and bat boxes, bug hotels, and 
hedgehog homes have been donated and installed, and we ask visitors to leave 
flowers only wrapped in bio-degradable paper. A kind donation means a water 
butt will soon reduce the use of chlorinated water. British Wildlife Hedgerow 
tree whips have been donated by Ovo energy, and we hope to be allowed to 
plant some of them in the Churchyard.  Planting trees will help us offset 
emissions from the old gas boiler. 

We have ‘twinned’ our church loo and tap with life-saving amenities for a rural 
village in Zambia. See posters on P24. Please visit and support our Eco stall at 
the Village winter market.

Please visit our Eco Stall at the Village Winter Market on 
Sunday 28th November 

to buy Church Christmas cards, and Eco gift wrappings, plus Pre-loved 
Books, Jigsaws, Toys, and goods in excellent condition.  

Funds raised will help us to improve the poor energy footprint of the 
Village Church. 

DON’T MISS OUT - ORDER YOUR 
COLDEN COMMON CHRSTMAS CARDS TODAY

This year’s designs are entitled

Each £5 pack contains ten cards, size 14cm x 14cm 
5 x 2 designs + 10 envelopes 

Greeting inside: 

‘May your Christmas Sparkle with love & goodwill
and your New Year be filled with Peace, health, and happiness’

email: pam_glasspool@yahoo.co.uk to place your order 

mailto:pam_glasspool@yahoo.co.uk
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Getting out and about  

Some members met up for two great days out. We 
struck lucky with the weather and Geoff Naylor (!!) 
who kindly led us on a walk in August from Droxford 
along the old railway line. We visited Holy Trinity, 
which is Newtown and Soberton’s 11th century church 
and which has a fabulous Parish tapestry. We then 
lunched at The Hampshire Bowman.  In September, 

we set off from Old Alresford, along the River Arle’s vineyards and 
watercress beds, to the Flowerpots pub for lunch (with even a great vegan 
option on the menu) 

The Myths and Misconceptions about Beatrix Potter 

David Stocks, former volunteer at Hill Top Farm told us about the most 
interesting Englishwoman of her time - a gifted artist, shrewd 
businesswoman, and pioneering scientific researcher and visionary 
(particularly into mycology).  Later, as a powerful landowner and farmer, 
she preserved thousands of acres of the Lake District for the nation.  Beatrix 
would have approved of a few of us going to the ‘Rise to the Moment’ 
Climate Service at Winchester Cathedral, and then joining the climate crisis 
protest march. We’ve sent 26 handwritten postcards to Alok Sharma, asking 
the UK government to Make COP Count and to show the breadth of 
support for action on climate change. 

The Bees 

Our bees are reasonably active with honey stores for the winter with the 
Queen still laying. The hive will soon be wrapped as we need to keep the 
most important ladies in the village warm! Who better to wrap them up 
than our valued beekeeper Maggie Pearson and adviser Adrian Kelly. 

Jenny Gray 

As many of you will know, we sadly lost Jenny Gray (founder member 45 
years ago) after a long battle with cancer. She never trumpeted her many 
achievements but voiced her opinions and passions clearly and acted 
earnestly to promote them. We at the WI will endeavour to be as kind, 
caring and active as Jenny was in making life a little easier for others. 

In Jenny’s memory we’ve started an annual Breast Cancer charity walk in 
the village called ‘Jenny’s Jaunt’. We are also planning to install a 
permanent reminder of Jenny in the village, and are discussing the options. 
We are continuing with two of Jenny’s brilliant initiatives - Carole Allen has 
taken over the coordination of the ‘Village Welcome Packs’ and Pat 
Phillips the November ‘World Kindness Day’ posies.  



Volume No 183 Page 33 December 2021

Colden Common Former Church of England School 
(Registered as a Charity under the Charities Act 1960.   No. 282925) 

We are the custodians of the land and buildings at 154 Main Road (ie the 
Church Rooms and Car park opposite Holy Trinity Church). It is our remit 
to support the work of the church, especially for the Religious activities of 
children and young people. These currently include Rainbows and other 
uniformed groups, Woman’s Institute, Private organisations, NHS Classes, 
AA meetings, and others. 

We need to appoint two new Trustees to continue our work forward for the 
next few years.  There are normally 4 Trustees who share the work of about 
40 hours per year.  There are usually 2 formal meetings per year of about 
1-2 hours each plus other work as it arises.  No one Trustee should do more 
than about 12 hours per year  (on average 1 hour per month) 

We are looking in particular for a Secretary and a Treasurer 

If you have any inclination to help and can volunteer a  amount of your 
time each year please get in touch for more information. 

anthony.wlsn@btinternet.com,   vicar@sdgateway.org.uk   or 07484 374046 
 

Eco-stall at the Village Winter Market 

The WI happily supported Holy Trinity’s Eco 
Stall at the Winter Market; raising money to 
improve the poor energy rating of the church 
and protecting and enhancing the biodiversity of 
the churchyard. 

We are making up complete wreath DIY kits as 
we did last year. For £9 you can purchase a 
mossed ring and bagged up foliage, ribbons, 
string, fake berries and real fircones – all you 
need to make your own individual beautiful 
wreath.  

To order, please contact: 

S u e K i r k p a t r i c k , P r e s i d e n t : 
su.kirkpatrick@gmail.com 

P a m G l a s s p o o l , S e c r e t a r y : 
pam_glasspool@gmail.com

Christmas Wreath-
M a k i n g K i t s ( a l l 
profits to Mountbatten 
Hampshire Hospice (for 
Jenny)

mailto:anthony.wlsn@btinternet.com
mailto:vicar@sdgateway.org.uk
mailto:su.kirkpatrick@gmail.com
mailto:pam_glasspool@gmail.com
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Colden Common Club and Organisation Contacts

Organisation Contact Tel Email

Allotments Sally Haig 01962 713255
Badminton Club Geoff Crisp
Bowls Club Derek Conway 023 80601013 conwayderek16@gmail.com

Bridge Club Joanna Carter joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk  

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Roots janer00ts@uwclub.net

Car Transport Mo Alderman 02380 692611

Colden Common Shed
Adrian Kelly 01962 712589 thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk

Steve Badham 01962 714117 sbadham2@googlemail.com

Community Ass'n Vanessa Martin 01962 715787 office@coldencommoncc.co.uk

Community Care Trust

Company for Lunch Chris 01962 713097

Colden Common         Pre-
School

Lara Webster - Manager
manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk

Charlotte White - 
Administration Assistant 01962 715401 admin@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk

Cricket Club
Geoff Edwards 07946 648011 foregeoff@hotmail.com

Colin Hutton 07761 250832 chut@noc.ac.org

‘en Joy Dance Fitness hello@enjoydancefitness.co.uk

FEST Richard 07775 851602 

Friendship Club
Pat Phillips 01962 711056
Paul Nicholson 01962 713102

Gardening Club The Garden Blogger gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net

Girl Guides Wendy Williams  1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com

A Thank You 
The trustees of Colden Common Community Association would like to thank 
the Centre staff and volunteers for all their hard work and dedication which 
has been so evident over the last eighteen months of the pandemic. Matters 
are now - hopefully - returning to near normal, and the Centre is open again. 
The staff and volunteers have worked very hard to get the Centre working 
again for you, the villagers, and the trustees are very grateful for this.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank them publicly, and to wish 
them, and you, a very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

mailto:geoff@mistycrisp.co.uk
mailto:conwayderek16@gmail.com
mailto:joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk
mailto:sbadham2@googlemail.com
mailto:office@coldencommoncc.co.uk
mailto:manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
mailto:admin@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
mailto:foregeoff@hotmail.com
mailto:chut@noc.ac.org
mailto:hello@enjoydancefitness.co.uk
mailto:gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net
mailto:1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com
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 Club and Organisation Contacts (Cont.)

This newsletter is published by Colden Common Community 
Association, Charity Registration Number 292438

Organisation Contact Tel Email

Holy Trinity Church

Rev Damon Draisey
01962 711216/ 
07906 346498 damon.rev@gmail.com

Elaine Izard 01962 712167 (Churchwarden)
Jane Roots 02380 614936 (Churchwarden)
Gillian Hargraves 01962 714719 (Churchwarden)

H T  Church Office Elaine Izard 01962 715172 holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk

Ladies Group Kathy Maidment 01962 712260
Luna Yoga Sarah Stacey 07810 547597

Methodist Church

Rev Bob Kitching 02380 253441
For information grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk

For bookings 01962 712559
Minibus - for shopping Carole 01962 714288

Music & Drama Group
Michael Cleary (Sec) 01962 777313 russetts707@hotmail.com

Stephanie (singing) 02380 694423

Neighbourhood Watch Chrissy Bibby coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com

Newsletter Richard Saunders 07941 321413 newsletterccca@gmail.com
Nutter Fitness Laura 07419 815800 nutterfitness@gmail.com

Parish Council Debbie Harding 01962 713700
Parish Hall Trust Bob Kitchen 01962 714825
Patient Participation Group Marilyn Taylor 01962 713784 marilyn3taylor@gmail.com
Positive Training for 
Canines Leah Holdaway 07771 314947 info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk

Primary School Mrs F Hardy 01962 712111
Pure Pilates Carmela Ogilvy 07791 695594

Rainbow Preschool Tracy Gilmour 01962 713368 
(term time only) or 

01962 715140

rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com

Scouts Brian O’Neil 9thWinchester@googlegroups.com

Tennis Club Amanda James 07808 474523 Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk

Twinning Group Janet auntyq47@btinternet.com 

Twyford Nursing Assoc. Giselle Letchworth
01962 712158

Twyford  Surgery 01962 712202
Viral Kindness Glen & Emily Taylor 07886 133651 glentaylor1979@outlook.com
WI Pam Glasspool  coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk

Woodpeckers Paul Nicholson 01962 713102

mailto:damon.rev@gmail.com
mailto:holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.lunatreeyoga.com/
mailto:grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:russetts707@hotmail.com
mailto:coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com
mailto:newsletterccca@gmail.com
mailto:nutterfitness@gmail.com
mailto:marilyn3taylor@gmail.com
mailto:info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk
mailto:purepilates100@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
mailto:9thWinchester@googlegroups.com
mailto:Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
mailto:auntyq47@btinternet.com
mailto:glentaylor1979@outlook.com
mailto:coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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Colden Common Bowls. 

Well, what a summer.  We started off a little unsure and ended up 
blooming.The highlight of the bowls season was that it happened. We 
welcomed a 33% increase in membership.  The new members have a full 
range of skills, like the older members, but they have fitted in well. For a 
small club we did very well in the district competition. 

The district competition is based on match points not the 
points scored on each rink.  We came top of our league if 
you count the points scored but on match points, we 
came third, no promotion.  Hey Ho. The green played 
very well.  With the latest upgrade to the watering system 
there is now a sensor which decides when we need to 
water so this should optimise water use. 

The club is not dormant in the winter.  We have a program of events which 
raise funds and provide entertainment. Our aim is fresh air and fun.  If you 
fancy giving bowls a try, contact one of the committee, contacts at the back 
of this newsletter.   We have the kit to get you started whilst you see if you 
enjoy the game. We had many warm evenings playing a friendly game as the 
sun went lower in the sky. 

Derek Conway

Date Event Time Place
28/11/21 Winter Market 10-4 Community Centre 
4/12/21 Ladies Group Christmas Party 19:30 Community Centre
12/12/21 Messy Church Christmas 15:00 Methodist Church
18/12/21 Music & Drama Group Christmas Concert 19:30 Community Centre
19/12/21 Village Carol Service 16:00 Methodist Church

19/12/21 Twinning; Walk at midday followed by the Carol Service, 
Winter BBQ at James Cottage at 6. As shown

9/1/22 Pre-School Snowman Trail To be advised
21/1/22 Ladies Group: Colden Common Village History 19.45 Community Centre
26/1/22 Gardening Club: American Supper 19:30 Community Centre
29/1/22 Twinning AGM & Wine Tasting 19:30 Community Centre
18/2/22 Ladies Group: Thailand and Islands, Wessex AV 19:45 Community Centre
23/2/22 Gardening Club: Conifers, by Ray Broughton 19:30 Community Centre

Colden Common Calendar
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