Colden Common
Newsletter

Paul Nicholson
Our own Community Hero
Winner of the Radio Solent Community Heroes Award, 2020,
in the Good Neighbour category. A huge number of villagers
nominated Paul, for which he thanks all concerned.
For those who don’t know, Paul is often to be seen with his
wheelbarrow; tidying verges, litter picking, cutting back
overgrown shrubs, mowing the Churchyard, and helping
anyone where he can. He also supplied the funds for the clock
tower on the Community Centre.
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Thank You!!!
A Huge Thank-you is due to all the Guides, Brownies and
Rainbows, together with their friends and Mums and Dads, who helped
out with delivery of the June newsletter. They stepped in when many of
the usual team were having to self-exclude, and no one else was able to
help out. They ensured that everyone (hopefully!) received their copy of
the newsletter.

And, of course, the usual team deserves

A Huge Thank-you

too. For years they have been organising, collating, sorting and delivering
the newsletter, no matter what the conditions. Come rain, snow, wind,
and frost; the newsletter is delivered. Many thanks to everyone, new and
old, who ensures that this tradition continues. We couldn’t manage
without them. Despite the continuing presence of the Covid-19 virus, the
team still intends to resume their previous duties, and get this, the
September issue, out on schedule.

—————
So what now? Most pubs are open; cinemas and swimming pools too.
Hairdressers and nail bars have restarted, and we have been told that
schools will all be back by September. Traffic is, unfortunately, rapidly
returning to something like its pre-lockdown levels.
And what will things be like in a year, two years, ten years? People have
changed their habits. Some have found that home-working is preferable
to the daily commute. Will others, those of a ‘certain age’ perhaps, ever
again feel comfortable being squashed together with strangers, whether in
pubs, or at the cinema, theatre or church? Will students be happy with
distance learning, and only seeing lecturers via a screen? We are living in
interesting times. Let’s hope that many more things improve than
deteriorate.
Interesting times indeed. The Chinese are reputed to have wished that
their enemies could live in ‘Interesting Times’. Let’s hope we don’t
experience the full force of the curse!
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Gardening Club
You win some, you lose some. One of the things that you quickly realise
about gardening is that things don’t always turn out as planned. The
dahlias I fell in love with last Winter in the plant catalogue have been a
disappointment. ‘Totally Tangerine’ is more like a washed-out
yellowy pink, and the bright magenta ones have yet to flower. And the
grapevine that I expected to be climbing all over the fruit cage
succumbed to vine weevil. However, the thornless blackberry that I
planted in the Autumn, and the new blueberries, have been providing us
with a bowl of berries for breakfast for several weeks. And it was a
bumper year for blackcurrants and gooseberries. I cut the brown flowers
off the top of my Canterbury Bells and then forgot about them, and now
they are covered with twice as many buds as in the first flush. I had no
idea they flowered again. Always a surprise.
Sadly, we have missed all our garden visits this year, but in most cases
have been able to reschedule for next year. We are looking forward to
getting back to normal.

The Secret Garden, Colden Common Allotments
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Colden Common - VE Day Anniversary
2020
The Coronavirus restrictions meant that the events planned to
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day over the weekend of 8th May
had to be cancelled.
However, many
people decorated
their houses with
flags and bunting. A
house in Tees Farm
Road raised the
Union Jack on a
flagpole
and
displayed a row of
the flags of the Allies.
There was also a
flag of Guernsey
which celebrated
its own liberation on 9th May. Another two rows of flags are in the
shape of a ‘V’ for Victory. In Church Lane, the letter box had a Union
Jack placed on it.
In Hill Lane, the decorations were
enhanced with a 1940s ambience, including
a brightly polished black, green, and
chrome 1948 Morris 8. (It is a Series E
model, the manufacture of which was
started before the War, and was continued
up to 1948.).
Also, the fine weather meant that many
households held a 1940s themed afternoon
with sandwiches and cakes. This often took
place in their front gardens, allowing them
to talk and socialise with their neighbours
at the appropriate distance.

Paul Nicholson
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Colden Common - Front Gardens
The layout of Colden Common is conducive to walking. This is
particularly helpful and beneficial during the Coronavirus restrictions,
which encouraged people to take their daily exercise. The walking is
made more enjoyable by noticing the care and pride with which many
people take in looking after their front gardens. The flowers and
foliage change throughout the year according to the seasons. Here are
just some examples of our lovely gardens:

Along Main Road near the Recreation Ground is a well laid-out rose
garden, and nearby rock garden, with many Spring bulbs and
cyclamen. Along New Road there is a strawberry tree, a garden pond
and gardens with various planted borders. In Upper Moors Road there
are further b with grass lawns and colourful borders. Spring Lane has
many magnolia trees of different colours. Lower Moors Road has a
garden with masses of snowdrops in wintertime, with something
similar to be seen in Hack Drive.

On a corner of Tees Farm Road there is a garden enclosed by native
hedging, with a corner planted with bee- and insect-friendly flowers.
Further down is one with magnificent white hydrangeas. Along
Church Lane, geraniums are in troughs on balconies, flowering above
roses. Further along, a garden has a border planted with colourful
shrubs such as photinia (red robin) and spiraea. Along Brickmakers
Road, some of the greens near the road have been made into spring
wildlife gardens, with primroses, anemones and daffodils.

Paul Nicholson
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Frampton Close

Church Lane

The Top of
Brickmakers Road
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Colden Common Parish Hall Trust (CCPH)
The old Parish Hall became beyond economic repair and was sold in 2004
for a little less than a quarter of a million pounds. The proceeds of sale of the
hall are held upon trust for the benefit of the inhabitants of Colden
Common. It does not require the funds to be used for the provision of a
replacement building; nor does it preclude it.
The CCPH Trustees are able to distribute the Trust money to any village
registered or ‘excepted’ charity at their discretion. Since 2004, the Trust has
made more than 35 grants totalling over £165,000 to a number of good
causes in the village. The Trust is a registered charity (No. 301787) regulated
by the Charity Commission. Details of its objectives, trustees, income and
expenditure, can all be found on the Charity Commission website.
With the Covid-19 situation we have been managing things remotely, so we
happy to receive applications from village charities for grants from the Trust
at any time. For an application form please apply to Bob Kitchen, email:
bob_kitchen@yahoo.co.uk, or phone 01962 714825.

Ladies Group
Hello Ladies,
I am afraid there is not a lot going on at the moment.
We’ve had to cancel many things due to Covid-19: our annual dinner at the
Dog and Crook in March, the ramble in May, several interesting talks, as well
as our AGM in July. We always have a summer break in August, and the
new programme starts in September, but at the present moment everything
is uncertain, and we are not sure when meetings will resume.
Our meetings are usually on the 3rd Friday of the month, in the Bert
Stratton Lounge, unless otherwise stated, such as for the Christmas Party,
which we usually have in the Patrick Moore Room.
Everyone will be contacted when our meetings resume, and we will have
some interesting talks to look forward to.
Until then, stay safe and stay well.
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We are all thrilled to be back on Court and are
delighted that so many new members have
joined us, keen to get out and do some exercise
after weeks of lockdown. A few adjustments have
been made, and members are asked to bring
hand sanitiser to ensure that play takes place in
a safe environment.
We have introduced Box Leagues with three
categories: Beginners/Not confident, Intermediate and Advanced. Each
player plays matches against other people within their group, and scores
are recorded. At the end of the period, the winner in each box will move up
to a higher level and those with the lowest score move down a level. This is
competitive yet friendly tennis.
Colden Common Tennis Club, believed to be the cheapest in Hampshire, is
a great venue for meeting others socially for a game of tennis. We welcome
all ages and abilities.
Regular mix-ins are held on Monday and Friday evenings (7-9pm) and
Sunday mornings (10am-noon). If you would like to see what we are
about, please turn up to one of these sessions with a racquet and we will
allocate you someone to play with. After a few games we all swap around
so that everyone gets to play tennis games with each other.
Premier Tennis provides a great coaching and fitness programme to club
members who wish to participate. Please contact Gary Waughman at
gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk for more details.
Membership Packages
Basic: £35 per household per annum includes unlimited use of courts.
Court online bookings available 2 days in advance, 2 free accompanied
guest passes, mix-ins are £5 per player per session. New members to the
club are offered one free (per household) group coaching session.
Advanced: £75 per household per annum includes unlimited use of
courts. Court online bookings available 10 days in advance, 6 free
accompanied guest passes, mix-ins FREE. New members to the club are
offered up to four free (per household) group coaching sessions.
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Colden Common Music and Drama Group

What should have been a hectic few months for us culminating in our
summer show has turned out to be somewhat quiet due, of course, to the
pandemic. Zoom sessions and emails are all very well to keep us going but
they don't make up for the social interaction and fun we have when we
meet. Oh well, hopefully it won't be for very much longer.
We still hope to hold our popular Christmas concert although this will
depend, naturally, on government and church advice. Even if we aren't
able to put on a Christmas concert we are eager to return to rehearsing as
we simply enjoy singing as well as each other's company. The group will
celebrate its 45th birthday this year, not as we usually do with singing, and
acting inside for our own amusement, but hopefully something in the
fresh air that allows us to reconnect.
We're also planning for a Summer 2021 Concert next June - surely we'll all
be able to meet by then! The dramatists are in the same boat and are using
the enforced 'holiday' to look for a suitable comedy sketch - perhaps
something like Strictly Sex Factor on Ice - that should put a smile on faces!
As always, we welcome new members - singers and dramatists (no
experience necessary) and, in particular, anyone interested in electrics and
sound to help us on the technical matters when putting on shows. Phone
Michael (Secretary) on 01962 777313
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The Shed has been self isolating since the beginning of lockdown, apart
from essential maintenance.
The recent production of 200 Visor Kits and 250 Ear Relief Bands on 3D
printers has been carried out remotely from the Shed in members’ houses.
(Congratulations and thanks to you all at the Shed for this. We
are all very appreciative of your efforts. The editor)
In mid-July we had a tentative re-opening, with about 15 members
attending, observing social distancing, and bringing their own food and
drink. However this is a long way from normal operation, and we will
continue to work with Government guidelines. Things are definitely not back to
normal yet.

Lockdown Hairstyles
Here, and scattered throughout this newsletter, are some of the intriguing
barnets that have been seen around the village over the last few months.
Many thanks to Jim Le Couteur for saving them for posterity!
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Colden Common Brownies
It is with great sadness that, after 65 years of Brownies in Colden
Common, it looks as though this year will be the last for the time being.
At the time of writing this article the current leaders stepped down at
the end of July and no-one has come forward to take over the running
of the unit.
Over the summer term we continued to meet virtually via weekly Zoom
sessions. At a time of home-schooling and isolation it was great to be
able to see each other, play games, share news and complete challenges.
For our final Zoom meeting we held a special awards ceremony to
present all the badges that had been achieved. The Brownies earned a
total of 107 badges over the term, which is so impressive considering
they completed all the activities and challenges at home during the lock
down period. (Agreed. Very well done, girls. Congratulations
to you all. The Editor)
At the end of July many of the Brownies took part in the Girlguiding
Hampshire West Seaside Adventure. This was a virtual sleepover for all
members and over 550 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Young
Leaders and Leaders participated! The event took place across Zoom
and a closed Facebook group and the girls took part in activities such as
shelter building, mocktail and smoothie making, scavenger hunt, bakeoff, crafts, fun and games, campfire singing, challenges and more. It
was a wonderful weekend full of adventures and the next best thing to
going on a real Brownie camp.
We are still hopeful that over the next few months leaders will come
forward and that the unit can continue. There is support for anyone
coming forward who would like to explore this volunteer role.
PLEASE consider it, it is so worthwhile.
For
more
details
please
contact:
1stcoldencommonbrownies@gmail.com or janer00ts@uwclub.net, or
phone 02380 614936.
Thank you.
Kirsti, Marija, Meryl & Nicola
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Title

The Friendship Club
The corona virus has hit our Members hard, being in the age group
that most of us are. Like everyone, we miss the socialising, the talks,
music and especially the Coach Trips which for some are their version
of a “Summer Holiday.”
During the last few months, many
of the Members may have taken
the opportunity to catch up on
their reading. Autumn is a popular
theme in literature, such as the
poem ‘Ode to Autumn’ by John
Keats (which was inspired by his
visit to Winchester Water
Meadows in 1819), a sonnet by
Shakespeare and the book
‘Anne of Green Gables’.
Authors write on people enjoying
the beauties of the season. In ‘The
Country Diary of an
Edwardian Lady’, Edith Holden
lists many fruits and berries of the
autumn harvest to be found in the
hedgerows, including rose hips and
blackberries. Paul Nicholson has
shown this in this lovely painting.
Please note the Club will NOT re-open in September. If we manage to
soon after that, there will not be any coach trips but hopefully we will
be able to do something special for Christmas!
Pat Phillips has written another lovely poem for us:
What an unusual time it has been,
Months indoors, times have been lean.
But once again we can start to think
Once again, we can make a link,
To think of our meetings at the Friendship Club
NO!!I don’t mean at the pub!
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No doubt all our regular customers have been missing the services which
our band of willing volunteers usually provides, but life has been far from
usual during the last few months. It would be good to say that things are
back to normal and we will be running as usual again, but as we all know
this, is not the case yet.
Car Transport This is still available to those who need help with
getting to medical appointments. Precautions have to be taken of course
– passengers to sit in the back of the car, face masks to be worn and hand
sanitising and washing is done as often as possible. Drivers will sanitise
their cars in between passengers. Some of our regular drivers are still
isolating, so we are short of drivers, but Mo will do her very best to find
you a driver if asked. Phone Mo on 02380 692611
Mini bus shopping As I write we are exploring possibly starting
sometime in September to continue our regular Wednesday and
Thursday shopping trips.
There will be changes in the way we would
operate. To ensure the social distancing, we can only carry 5 single
passengers (more if couples). Possibly, we could make two journeys if
numbers were adequate. Passengers and drivers would have to wear
masks; drivers will unfortunately be unable to carry shopping, to ensure
distancing, and they will have to carry out appropriate bus cleaning
between journeys. Again, to ensure distancing, passengers will fill up the
bus from the rear to the front, then get off from the front to the rear.
Drivers will not handle cash, payment will be made by putting the correct
amount directly into a box – no change given. We are so lucky to have
our willing volunteer drivers!! When decisions have been made, we will
phone our regular passengers. Carole takes the bookings on 01962
714288.
Lunch Club Unfortunately we are unable to start the weekly lunches
yet; hopefully we will in the autumn. When decisions have been made,
we will phone our regulars to let them know the dates.
We need new volunteers, as unfortunately we have lost a few valued
members. If you feel you could help, just once a month, please give a call
to Pat Phillips on 01962 711104 for more information.
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Colden Common Bowling Club
What a strange season?
Last time, I mentioned that we maintained the green on a standby basis at
the start of the season. So, when the starting gun was fired, we did not have
too much work to do. The watering system was sorted during the early
days of lockdown, with the result that the condition of the green is very
good.
Our members fall into two groups. Those who come out to play, and those
who feel it is too soon. Given the ages of bowlers this is to be expected.
We have to play according to strange COVID-19 rules. But a game of bowls
can be had and, given the weather, it is very enjoyable. By the time this gets
published, we will have played a friendly against the old enemy, Twyford.
It will have been a strange match, not too serious, and complying with the
rules. Everyone will get to play some of the game. Thanks to those
architects 20 years ago, we have the benefit of and enjoy a large and sunny
patio, which allows social distancing.
Hopefully, there will be more
informal games in the weeks to come.
Six local residents have seen the attractions of bowls, and have recently
joined the Club. Even under the current restrictions there is still room for
new members, of whatever ability. It is an easy process, with trial games to
let you see if it suits you. Tuition is readily available.
Keep Safe
Derek Conway, Club President. (My number is in Contacts)

Can we help you?
Twyford and District Nursing Association
Do you have a financial problem incurred because of a medical problem?
Do you live in Colden Common - Compton - Morestead - Otterbourne Owslebury - Shawford - Twyford?
If yes to these questions, read on …...
TDNA is a small local charity (800876) set up in 1994 with the money
received on the sale of the Nurses Cottage in Twyford. The money is
invested and is managed by a group of local Trustees.
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Our remit is to award grants to help local individuals, who are going through
difficult times, and when money is not available from other sources. We can
help deal with medically incurred problems, such as opticians, medical
equipment, or transport for medical appointments. We can also respond to
emergencies. There is little formality involved; the trustees just need to be
sure that other sources of help have already been explored. Awards cannot
be paid to cover expenses already incurred.
Just give a ring to Giselle Letchford on 01962 712158 to discuss
your problem
All information received is treated with confidentiality.
Individuals
themselves may apply, or others may apply on their behalf eg Twyford
Surgery, family and Social Services.
We also work in collaboration with
other Charities. In the past we have helped with such things as respite care,
hearing aids, and dental fees.

Paul Nicholson: ‘Local Hero’
I talked to Paul a few days after his victory, and asked him what his
thoughts of Colden Common were. “It’s so green”, he said. “Gardens and
trees and fields everywhere. I also like its variety. All the different house
styles in the various roads, such as New Rd, Lower and Upper Moors
Roads, St Vigor Way, Spring Lane, Hill Lane, Main Rd and Brickmakers Rd.
The hamlets; Brambridge, Highbridge, Fishers Pond, Hensting. They are all
different, all with their own character and their own history.”
He mentioned some of the things he’s uncovered over the years. There was
the Winchester-Botley milestone, which featured in a recent issue. He has
also found an old WI seat in the triangle between Highbridge Road and
Lower Moors Road, placed there for the benefit of their members. The
current WI has renovated it now.
Another bench was discovered outside 5 Avondale. It was dedicated by her
son to a Mrs Money (aptly named!), who used to run the old Post Office,
when it was opposite the Recreation round on Main Road. It was halfway
between her home in the Post Office and the Church, and designed to rest
her devout old bones during her journeys to and fro.
Paul has been told that he will receive a certificate from Radio Solent, which
he will publicise on the village Facebook page, along with his thanks for all
his nominations.
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1st Colden Common Guides
Our Guiding has not stopped during the lockdown, and we have just adjusted
what, how and when we could do things instead. The Guides were sent
challenges to try out at home – mainly during the holidays or weekends, and
all very much optional. This included activities to go towards the Hampshire
West Golden Anniversary Challenge, and things we would normally do at our
meetings. Many of the girls got stuck in, sleeping in indoor or outdoor dens
and tents, making macrame pot-plant holders, rainbow-coloured wax candles,
testing home-made water filters, making wind-socks, large scale compass
pictures, origami and Japanese weaving, and doing
lots of cooking!
At half term a large number of
the Guides very kindly
volunteered, with their
parents, to help the
community by delivering the
village newsletters. (Thanks
again - The editor). The girls
were also set an extra challenge to
complete in the form of a treasure
trail around the village. This
involved map reading, grid
references, and more compass work to find the hidden
treasure. Once they collected the treasure - they had to
work out what it was, and then use it. And what was it?
A piece of King Alfreds’ Cake fungus used for firelighting – naturally!
We have also been holding regular Zoom meetings for those Guides that were
able to join us. As this was a new thing for us all we started fortnightly, but
soon moved to weekly meetings. The social benefit of just seeing the girls
together and chatting was very clear to see. We covered all sorts of things
before moving on to a solar-system-themed evening (where everyone wrote
and presented their own brilliant travel vlog from one of the planets) and
finding out about Guides in the 1970s on another night. Thanks to Squig and
Rootsie for joining us for that one!
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After half term, as well as holding a highly successful mocktail night with
games organised and run by the older Guides, we focussed on badge work completing our Reflect Stage 5 Skills Builder. This involved trying out
traditional activities like knot-tying and semaphore, doing a virtual
teamwork game, learning how to empathise, looking at yourself and thinking
what is really important to you in your life, as well as a little bit of
mindfulness. The Guides tackled this topic incredibly well.
Over the last few months, the Guides have put huge amounts of effort in
completing badges at home. We are really proud of what has been achieved
in such a tricky time. We were awarded a total of 126 badges! This included
73 Golden Anniversary Challenge badges, 26 interest badges, 4 Bronze
Awards and, at the last meeting of term, we awarded the Guide Gold Award
– the highest achievement you can get and our first one in the unit – to our
oldest Guide, Katherine. (Congratulations here too. Well done. The
editor). As part of a virtual awards ceremony, we secretly invited all her old
Rainbow, Brownie and Guide leaders and helpers to join the Zoom meeting
– including some who tuned in from Canada! It was great seeing them all
and was certainly a surprise for everyone! The Guides then arranged a
socially distanced relay around the village all during the meeting so the
award could still be given in person. Many congratulations to Katherine and
all the Guides!
We are now having a break over the summer with the aim to hopefully meet
face to face again in the autumn term, in one form or another - when we will
also welcome 7 new Guides to the unit.
If you are thinking of joining Guides (for girls age 10-14), we usually meet
Wednesdays 6.30-8.00pm at the Church Rooms but are currently close to
full capacity. So please do register now to be added to the waiting list by
emailing 1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com and going to the link below:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter/
Please, please do consider volunteering to help in Guiding – we are
desperate to find leaders willing to run a Brownie unit in the village (for girls
age 7-10). Everything is flexible, you will learn so much and have lots of fun
in the process! Please register interest by going to the link below:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/registeryour-interest/
Wendy, Mia, Sharon, Chelsea & Laura
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Colden Common Allotments
New rules and guidelines for the allotments now allow allotments to be
shared. This could be if you are limited on time, for any reason. Or, if you
have a limiting physical or medical condition, you can also choose to share an
allotment with someone else who is willing to help with the work involved
with planting and maintaining an allotment. Having an allotment not only
give you the satisfaction of growing your own crops, but it is beneficial for
your mental health. And you also join a wonderful community of
allotmenteers who are willing to support, share, and help.
Ron Emery, the Chairman of Otterbourne Allotments, reviewed and judged
the allotments in June with his wife Sue. They were very impressed by the
high standard of the allotments. This had possibly been helped by the extra
attention given by people who had been furloughed, or who were working
from home. The result of the awards will be given at our AGM on Wednesday,
4th November.
The fence on the widened path between the allotments has been installed.
The hedging and fruit trees have taken well, and the hedge has had an
attractive display of wildflowers including Cornflowers, Poppies, and Viper’s
Bugloss.
Many allotment holders are planting tomatoes. The
hot spring and sunny aspect of the allotments are
conducive to their growth. The tomatoes need
support and, once having flowers and fruits, they
need feeding and extra watering. Traditional
varieties and cherry tomatoes such as Moneymaker,
Gardeners Delight and Shirley are grown. Also
popular is a newer blight resistant F1 variety called
Crimson Crush which has a large fruit variety and a
smaller cherry variety. Tomatoes contain the bright
red compound lycopene, an antioxidant which
helps to mop up cancer causing ‘free radicals’ in the
body.
Cherry Tomato
‘Tumbling Bells’.
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Be part of the pick
Colden Common needs you! All village
groups, clubs and interested parties are
invited to take part again with this national
event. Let’s work together to cover the
whole village. We will have litter pickers, hivis tabards and bin bags to loan out.
Contact one of us below and arrange an
area to cover.
Jenny Gray
or
The Woodpeckers
01962 713784
jennyccfarm@googlemail.com

Karen Higginson
01962 717337
01962 71

Register your support keepbritaintidy.org

#GBSpringClean
Brought to you by

In partnership with

Keep Britain Tidy is a registered Charity No. 1071737

Headline partners

Supporting partners
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Everyday adventures they’ll remember for a lifetime!

OUTSTANDING AGAIN!
We are delighted to be able to finally share
with you the outcome of our Ofsted
inspection from March. As you can see from
the logo, we have been awarded
Outstanding for the second time in a row
(2015 and 2020). We are very proud of our
staff team, and are glad that all of their hard
work and commitment to Rainbows has
been recognised. Please follow the link
below to read our latest inspection report:
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50151020
We welcomed some tiny caterpillars when we returned to Rainbows after
our Covid break. The children watched and cared for them, and followed
them through their transformation into butterflies. They then enjoyed
releasing them at our allotment. This activity inspired some great art-work
and storytelling, as well as providing the children with a wonderful
opportunity to learn about the natural world and how to care for living
things.
We are delighted to have
harvested our first produce
from our allotment, beetroot,
carrots and courgettes. Once
back at the setting we have
cooked them in cakes, and
they were enjoyed by all the
children (and staff) at snack
time. It is really important to
teach the children where
their food comes from and
through this gardening
experience, they are able to learn.
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This has been an academic year like no other, and one we hope not to
have to repeat any time soon. We would like to say a huge Thank You
to everyone who ensured that things have been as normal as possible
for the children who returned in June, and we wish our school leavers
the best of luck when starting 'big' school next term.
Unfortunately, we have been unable to hold our usual end of term
events this year but we are looking forward to a Rainbow Family Event
on Thursday 3rd September, where we hope to be able to give our
leavers the farewell celebration they deserve.
We offer our children a secure, happy, and stimulating environment in
three different rooms, plus our garden. We are passionate about our
continuous provision, and plan our play spaces to ensure all of the
children’s different needs and learning styles are catered for. We invite
you to come and have a look around and see us in action.
Spaces are filling up fast, so don’t leave it too late to get in touch!
Monday to Friday during term time, from 8.30am to 3pm
Find us at: The Methodist Hall, Spring Lane.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC
Email rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
Visit www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk
Phone 01962 713368 (term time only) or 01962 715140
Chair:Matt Parr; Manager: Tracy Gilmour

More of Jim Le C’s
artwork,
commemorating
some of the
hairstyles seen
before the barbers
reopened
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A friendly welcoming
Church for all ages.
Minister:
Rev Bob Kitching
Well, who would have thought that at the height of summer we would be
wearing face masks and still social distancing. It is supposed to be the
holiday season, but many are holding back at present. Many people are
still working from home, others are furloughed, and virtually every day
we are hearing of redundancies.
People ask "Where is God in all this?" The message from Christians is
that He is right there in the suffering and mess of our world. Christians
believe that the almighty God came to our world in the person of Jesus
Christ, and lived and died identifying with the problems, hurts and
sadness of the people. But that was only part of the story, for the Bible
tells us that Jesus died for the sin of the world that all peoples might be
forgiven, and that God raised Him from the dead, which means that all
who believe in Him will also be raised to new life.
Some folk are finding the present times very tough and are worried about
the future.Here is a verse from the Old Testament to give each one of us
hope and encouragement.
FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU, DECLARES THE LORD.
PLANS FOR WELFARE AND NOT FOR EVIL, TO GIVE YOU A
FUTURE AND A HOPE.
God bless you,
Bob Kitching
Methodist Minister
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Positive Training for Canines
What a strange few months we’ve had! Although I have had to shut my
training classes during lockdown, thankfully we have technology to keep
us going. I’ve been able to run live puppy-training classes from my home,
I’ve had group Q&A sessions with current clients, and also hold one-toones with those who are struggling with particular issues.
Walking has definitely become more difficult, as we ask our dogs to stay
away from others. This is building frustration in our furry friends, but we
have to remember that this isn’t forever.
The plus side to all this is we are home more, giving the company that
many dogs crave, but returning to normal will be interesting in how they
cope with another change.
Mental stimulation is always crucial in a dog's life,
but spending time teaching dogs new tricks or
working on problems is more important than ever.
This keeps them mentally active and helps to keep
stress levels low. I’ve released a FREE Corona Crisis
Mental Stimulation Survival Kit to help people
during this difficult time and I will also be releasing
some courses aimed at particular issues. If either of
these are of interest please contact me on my details
below.
I do hope you remain safe during this awkward
time,

Leah
Positive Training For Canines
info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk
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We were delighted to re-open for all our children on June 1st, operating
within the government guidance for educational establishments. Although
numbers were naturally lower we were able to welcome back all our children
who wished to return. We have managed to put measures in place to make
our environment as safe as we can, but still remaining a friendly and
welcoming atmosphere for all our returning children. We have also
continued to support the children who didn't return to the setting (and those
in the wider community) by sharing learning resources and craft activities
every day on our Facebook page. In addition to this all our staff members
have been keeping in touch by reading stories on Tapestry, our online
learning journal.
Since re-opening our doors we have been welcoming children through our
garden gate; which allows families to be outside in the open air during drop
off and collection. The main door to the Community Centre has remained
locked, as the Centre is yet to re-open after lock down. This approach will be
maintained by Pre-School for the foreseeable future, particularly when the
Community Centre looks to re-open to other hirers in September. This will
allow Pre-School to operate in a closed bubble and allow other community
groups to remain separate from Pre-School. We would like to thank the
Community Centre for all their
support during these uncertain times.
It truly is the way forward and what
this village is very good at and that is
supporting one another during
difficult times. We have quickly and
smoothly adapted our environment
making full use of our outside area,
maximising on outdoor play, which is
safest for everyone at present. It has
truly been wonderful to see the
children back playing with their friends, rebuilding those friendships that
they had missed so much. The well being of all our children has been a main
focus on our activities. They have all loved our yoga sessions concentrating
on breathing and mindfulness all under our large gazebo. This has also been
enjoyed by the staffing team and I cannot continue writing without thanking
them all for their dedication and commitment through very challenging
times, they all are truly amazing and very resilient.
Volume No 178

Page 24

September 2020

The children have been encouraged to take part in group games, enhancing
exercise and general fitness which all help to contribute to keeping safe
during the pandemic. Many of these games are old favourites such as
‘What’s the Time Mr. Wolf’, ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’, and a new game ‘Who
Stole the Honey’; lots of fun was had by all. We have encouraged the
children to make up their own games based on their experiences, this has
seen children chased by crabs in nets and dragons breathing fire, all based
on experiences individual children had in lock down.
Whilst making the most of our outdoor space, the
children have enjoyed planting runner beans and
grass seeds to make hairy caterpillars. The grass
has grown alongside everyone’s hair, and the
children have very much enjoyed watering and
watching the caterpillars grow and develop over
time. They especially enjoyed cutting the grass
hair that I am sure we can all relate to. We are
proposing a village mini-beast trail in the Autumn
Term to replace our popular scarecrow festival, so
put a date in your diaries for 10th Oct. We were so
pleased to receive a highly commended award for
our scarecrow in the village event. Thank you to
everyone who voted for us.
We unfortunately ended the term without a party this year, but it was still a
special day. It was marked with a small gift and certificate presented on
each child’s last day. Children that had not returned had their gift delivered,
not a perfect goodbye, but an acknowledgement that they will all be missed
and that we wish them the very best in their new schools.
We offer caring, stimulating and quality childcare for little ones from 2
years old up to Reception age. We have a fabulous modern room that has
been transformed into a cosy learning space where children can thrive. We
also have sole-use toilets attached to our room allowing children to gain
those important independence skills. Our large all-weather garden features
a wooden climbing-frame, a mud kitchen, and a covered sandpit as well as
many other activities. Conveniently located within the Community Centre,
we are open from Monday to Friday, 8.30am – 3pm, with flexible drop off
and collection times. School’s Out, which is also based in the Community
Centre, offer Breakfast and Afterschool clubs – providing childcare either
side of Pre-School’s opening hours.
If you are interested in placing your child with us, please do drop us an
email (see contacts page at rear). We would be delighted to answer any
questions. Don't delay; demand for places is always high!
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Sometimes Good Things Happen!
The words of a child’s favourite worship song used during
family services and assemblies is:
Sometimes good things happen, God is there.
Sometimes bad things happen, God is there too.
Good or bad, happy or sad, I know that God is there.
(Johnny Burns 2008)
I often get asked why God allows bad things to happen in the first place,
and whilst I don’t have a definitive answer, I can only say what I believe:
Cold is the absence of heat, dark is the absence of light, and hate is the
absence of love. However, to experience one side you need to have
experienced the other. To know what love actually is, you will need to have
some experience of what hate is. It is the same for the heat and light
analogies as well; one puts the other into context.
Life is about experiences, and living is more than just breathing. It is
experiencing “Hot, Cold”, “Light, Dark” “Love, Hate”, “Good, Bad” etc. We
are living under the darkness of this awful Covid virus, but if you look
around, you will see amazing people doing amazing things, bringing love
and kindness to those in need. They are living life to its fullest so that others
can live. Jesus came to mankind to bring life to its fullest, to show us the
light, to give us the warmth, to demonstrate love, and to teach us to be
good. When we reject or don’t do these things, this upsets God. However we
have free will and we are free to do bad etc.
There are other times when we find ourselves not able to live life to the full;
this might be as a result of heartache, illness, feeling lonely, living in
poverty and other forms of hurting. As the song says, “God is there too!!”
God is with us all in the good and bad times, not just the nice times. He
helps us to cope with life, he brings purpose and he shows us a way forward.
As mentioned in the Bible, He comes to bring us life in its fullest (John
10:10).
Below is a prayer that you might like to pray, or keep for those times when
you run out of your own words, and you need God to help you.
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For Strength and Wisdom
Dear Lord,
Thank you for being with me and allowing me to cry out to you in my times of
need. I am so thankful that the Lord of the Universe cares about me, and
what I say. Loving God, there are things going on around me that I do not
understand. Things that make me feel weak, helpless and afraid. Even in the
midst of this, I know that you are there, and that you are the Lord.
I ask you for strength and wisdom, that I can endure this situation and will be
able to handle it whilst being held in your loving arms. Pour out your Peace
and Holy Spirit onto this situation. In Jesus’ name.
Amen
Rev’d Damon Draisey

Twinning Group
A brief oasis in the COVID-19 desert presented itself on July 14th when,
instead of the usual barbecue, we had a socially distanced
Bastille Day "bring-your-own picnic" in the grounds of
the Church Rooms. In spite of the overcast sky, 25
Twinners had a thoroughly enjoyable late afternoon meal
with an opportunity to catch
up on four months of gossip
as well as observe the new
hairstyles and beards (the
latter mostly on the men)
sported by our fellow members as a result of the
dearth of active hairdressers. Also, we were
delighted that a new member, John Cawley, was able to join in the picnic.
With the current level of uncertainty we cannot yet make any firm plans for
future events. However, we still hope to visit St Vigor next May, having been
forced to cancel this year's trip for the first time in our 42 year history. We
are aiming to have a Quiz evening in October or November as we did last
year, again in combination with the Bowls Club. When the situation
becomes clearer we will put our minds to other opportunities to have good
food, good wine and good company!
If you would like to join Twinning or get more details, please contact Janet at
auntyq47@btinternet.com. Stay safe.
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We often get outraged about fly tipping of household waste but many of the
Parish Council owned open spaces are blighted with garden waste fly
tipping. Fly tipping includes dumping garden waste anywhere, including in
hedgerows, grass verges and woodlands. Just because it may eventually
compost down, does not make dumping acceptable, permissible, or lawful.
Areas where large amounts of garden waste are being dumped
include:
Recreation ground, North Pond, Church Pond, Bluebell Wood and
Footpath 11 (the footpath from St Vigor Way to Hack Drive), and a
variety of hedgerows and ditches in the village.
Green and garden waste has a direct impact to the visual aesthetics of land
and can often attract further illegal dumping.
Garden waste means any
waste coming from your garden such as grass cuttings, leaves, tree branches,
etc.
Dumping garden waste in nature reserves and parks can affect directly and
indirectly the existing flora and fauna. It can introduce non-native species
into open spaces which is an offence under the Countryside and Wildlife Act.
Planting without permission is also not permitted. Fly tipping green waste is
a burden on Parish Council resources.
Please be aware although garden waste is biodegradable, it is still classed as
waste, and it is still an offence to illegally deposit it under the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 Section 33.
If you have any information about green waste being dumped please contact
the Parish Council.
Frequently asked questions
Can I be fined for disposing of green waste on neighbouring land?
Yes, it is illegal to fly-tip with a potential of up to £50,000 in fines in addition
to a maximum prison sentence of five years.
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Who should I report fly tipping to?
To report an incident of fly-tipping please contact the Customer Services
Team on 0300 300 0013, report it online at Winchester.gov.uk e-mail
the Parish Council.
Leaves are originating from someone else’s land; can I not return them?
The falling of leaves onto a neighbouring property is not regarded in law as a
statutory nuisance. The owner of the tree is not obliged to clear them up or take
ownership of disposing any leaves. You cannot return them to
neighbouring land without permission.
I am cutting back a tree branch from a tree from neighbouring land, why can’t
I just throw it back?
After checking that no Woodland or tree preservation orders are in place, the
law states you can trim back overhanging branches on your property. Once
branches are cut off they should be offered back to the tree owner. If the owner
does not want them then you will be responsible for disposing of the prunings;
you cannot simply throw them over the boundary into your neighbour’s
garden or other land without permission from the landowner.
I have so many cuttings, leaves to dispose of, what should I do?
Winchester City Council will collect a bag of green waste via doorstep collection
every two weeks. This waste is collected and goes to a composting site in
Hampshire and is made into organic soil conditioner, widely used in local parks
and formal gardens.
You can also take your green waste to one of the Hampshire Recycling Centres
and dispose of it free of charge. Please note during the Coronavirus (Covid-19)
pandemic pre-booking is required.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/
wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/book-appointment or call 02380 179 949.
You can also take your waste to Green Otter in
Otterbourne. This is a chargeable service operated by
a private company which is fully licensed. You can
contact them on 01962 711669.
Do not forget, if for some reason any of your doorstep
waste collections do not take place on the scheduled
day, you must report it to Winchester City Council
before noon the following day.

Chairman of the Parish Council?
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Are we nearly there yet? YES!
Building a bright future
of

Colden Common Faith & Friendship
After 6 years of fundraising, work finally started on 22nd June to create a bright
and open space at the West End of our Parish church. This includes a toilet
(with a baby nappy change tray), a kitchenette with servery, and a comfy social
area with a kiddies’ play zone. Together this will breathe new life into the old
Victorian building, so that it can be of greater and wider use to our community.
Costs spiralled from the original £37,000 quoted to today’s price of £99,900.
Grants were hard and slow to obtain but funds gradually grew, and by Easter
this year we had reached the point when we knew it was now or never. We had
sufficient funds to cover the quoted price but very little left as contingency.
Whilst it was sad that the church, which is usually open for 7 days a week, had
to close during the pandemic, it proved a good opportunity to start work. Lockdown meant that the builders could stay safe from infection and could use the
building for safe storage of materials and equipment.
Once the rotted old floorboards were ripped out we knew that the contingency
fund was not big enough. Some of the internal foundation walls were
crumbling, and the newly exposed west aisle flagstones were dangerously
uneven. The stones had to be lifted. New footings had to be built and the
stones reset safe and flat. This necessary extra work risked us having enough
funds to complete the project.
Type to enter text
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In many old C.C. Panto’s Sylvia played the
Fairy Godmother and, true to form, it was
Sylvia who came to our rescue. She organised
‘Personalise-a-Plank’ to allow villagers to
use a pyrography pen to ‘brand’ their names on
the underside of the new floorboards – a great
opportunity to become a ‘forever’ part of our
parish church. Many responded to her idea and
over £2,000 was raised. Finances are still close,
but the new West End development area will
surely be finished, paid for, and ready to
celebrate by Michaelmas (late September)!
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Within the new foundations is hidden a small time capsule, that amongst
other things, includes a 2020 face mask!
There are lots of ideas and plans for the revitalised church building. Thank
you for supporting us throughout the fundraising years –We hope it helps
you feel you are truly part of our pretty little church and that you will come
along and be part of its growth as an inclusive 21c community church of faith
and friendship.
Pam, The West End Project, Colden Common Church

The Williams Girls

The Bibby Girls

The Harding Family

The Marks ‘Marking’

The Carter Clan
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Colden Common Primary School
To say that the past few months have been an epic journey for all of us is
something of an understatement!
As a school we welcomed the children of key workers from Monday 23rd
March, and opened our doors to all children in Years R, 1 and 6 from June
1st. We have received around 185 pupils daily and every member of staff
has absolutely given their all throughout.
This has been one of those rare times in history where it is required of the
global community that we work together as a team for the good of all, and I
know that beyond school many people were doing as much as they could
for one another in whatever way they could, both near and further afield.
Within school we maintained lessons for those children attending, with
online materials provided for learning at home. My wonderful staff team
supported our amazing parents with their children’s learning at home
every day, and we kept in touch with every family throughout the time of
lockdown. The parents did what parents do and somehow carried out their
own day jobs whilst also supporting their children, posting learning online
and doing whatever they could to make an almost impossible situation
possible.
At school, in spite of having to implement social-distancing in a building
designed for collaboration and working physically close together, we
achieved the raft of health and safety measures dictated by the
government. The children joined in with the new cleaning regimes,
staggered break times and a huge amount of outdoor learning, which we
have loved. In spite of the media hype around the poor mental health and
well-being of children when they returned, I can honestly say that any
worries were very quickly dispelled, and the main emotion was happiness
among the staff and the pupils – they were glad to be back and we were
very happy that school felt increasingly ‘normal’ as the number of pupils in
school rose.
During lockdown we enjoyed PE with Joe
every day, an ice cream van (thank you to
Lisa Maher), built a fire pit, baked and
made cupcakes for every adult’s birthday
(sharing with the children when we
could!) Astonishingly, the three
classrooms due to open in September
were completed, with the building
handed over to us on Monday 20th July.
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Although the Year 6 pupils were not able to go on their residential trip,
we achieved a final week with water games, marshmallows at the fire pit,
tents on the field, a videoed end-of-year production for parents, and a
leavers’ assembly of sorts. We ended the week with a trip to Paulton’s
Park – undoubtedly the best day out that any of us could remember ever
having enjoyed!
As we move into September, there will be more challenges. We are not yet
out of the woods, but I know that, as a school and wider community, we
can do this.
Thank you to all of you who have supported us in any way – it is hugely
appreciated.
Mrs Hardy
Headteacher
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Colden Common Club and Organisation Contacts
Organisation

Contact

Tel

Email

Allotments

Sally Haig

01962 713255

Bowls Club

Derek Conway

023 80601013

Bridge Club

Joanna Carter

Brownies & Rainbows

Jane Roots

Car Transport

Mo Alderman

02380 692611

Adrian Kelly

01962 712589

thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk

Steve Badham

01962 714117

sbadham2@googlemail.com

Vanessa Martin

01962 715787

office@coldencommoncc.co.uk

Community Care Trust Jenny Gray

01962 713787

jennyccfarm@gmail.com

Company for Lunch

01962 713097

Colden Common Shed
Community Ass'n

Chris

joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk
janer00ts@uwclub.net

Mrs Hadley Pre-school
Supervisor
Colden Common
Pre-School

Cricket Club
FEST
Friendship Club

conwayderek16@gmail.com

manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk

Mrs Pinney - Deputy
Supervisor
Charlotte White
Administration
Assistant
Geoff Edwards

01962 712477/
715401

bookings@coldencommonpreschool.co.uk

07946 648011

admin@coldencommonpreschool.co.uk
foregeoff@hotmail.com

Colin Hutton

07761 250832

chut@noc.ac.org

Richard

07775 851602

Hazel Boler

01962 711056

Paul Nicholson

01962 713102

Gardening Club

The Garden Blogger

Girl Guides

Wendy Williams

Hedgehog Helpline

Stella Saunders

Holy Trinity Church

Rev Damon Draisey
01962 711216/ 07906 346498 damon.rev@gmail.com
Elaine Izard
01962 712167 (Churchwarden)

Holy Trinity Church
Office
Ladies Group
Methodist Church

1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com

01962 711996

stellamsaunders@gmail.com

Jane Roots

02380 614936 (Churchwarden)

Gillian Hargraves

01962 714719

Elaine Izard

01962 715172

Kathy Maidment

01962 712260

Rev Bob Kitching

02380 253441

For information
For bookings

Minibus - for shopping Carole
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gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net

(Churchwarden)
holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk

grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk

01962 712559
01962 714288
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Colden Common Club and Organisation Contacts
Music & Drama Group

Michael Cleary (Sec)

01962 777313

Stephanie (singing)

02380 694423

Neighbourhood Watch Chrissy Bibby
Newsletter
Richard Saunders

07941 321413

Parish Council

Debbie Harding

01962 713700

Parish Hall Trust

Bob Kitchen

01962 714825

Patient Participation
Group
Primary School

Jenny Gray

russetts707@hotmail.com

coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com

newsletterccca@gmail.com

jennyccfarm@gmail.com

01962 713784

Mrs F Hardy

01962 712111

Rainbow Preschool

Tracy Gilmour

01962 713368

Scouts

Jason Williams

Speedwatch

Richard Saunders

07941 321413

Tennis Club

Amanda James

Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
07808 474523 Website: www.cctennisclub.co.uk

Twinning Group

Janet

Twyford Nursing
Assoc.
Twyford Surgery

Giselle Letchworth

9thwinchestergsl@gmail.com
rcs201@icloud. com

auntyq47@btinternet.com
01962 712158
01962 712202

West End Project

Pam Glasspool

Viral Kindness

Glen & Emily Taylor

WI

Pam Glasspool

Woodpeckers

rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com

pam_glasspool@ yahoo.co.uk
07886 133651

Jenny Gray

01962 713784

Paul Nicholson

01962 713102

glentaylor1979@outlook.com
coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.or
g.uk
jennyccfarm@gmail.com

Jim Le Couteur
Volume No 178

Page 35

September 2020

Colden Common Calendar
Date

Event

Time

Place

3.10.20

Oktoberfest (Beerfest)

12 to 11

Comm Centre

14.11.20

Tennis Club Race Night

19:30

Comm Centre

17.12.20

M&DG Christmas Concert

19:30

Holy Trinity

18.12.20

M&DG Christmas Concert

19:30

Holy Trinity

All advertised events are subject to the
whims of Covid-19!

Competition Result!
The competition that appeared in the last issue was resoundingly won by Jenny
Grey, of Colden Common Farm. Many congratulations to her for her accuracy
and assiduous attention to detail.
As promised, she will gain no material award, but instead will receive all the
honour and glory of having her name published here!
Well done Jenny!

Community Centre Reopening
All being well, and assuming that there isn’t a second wave of Covid-19
locally, the Centre will reopen on Monday 7th September - Hooray!
However, entrance will be for planned activities only - no drop-ins without
prior appointment please.
Masks are to be worn by all visitors. Hand sanitiser is to be used when
entering and exiting. A one-way system will be in place; please respect it.
Only the ‘Disabled’ loo will be open at first, so please be prepared to queue
(or ‘go’ before you come). Please also respect all other conditions in place in
the Centre.
There will be a bell on the front door to gain admission.
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