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It Was The Best of Times, It Was The Worst of Times. 

 

The Best of Times: we have the seen the best in people during these trou-

bled times.  People have rallied round, helping their neighbours and friends, 

and have looked out for those in need.  Inside   Nearly 100 volunteers have 

been helping ‘Viral Kindness’ to deliver shopping, prescriptions, home-

cooked food and other goodies around the village.  Lisa Maher has won an 

award for the work she has done for food and drink donations to local hospi-

tals. The Shed has been churning out face visors, and delivering them to lo-

cal keyworkers.  The School has been looking after the educational, social  

and emotional needs of its pupils, offering online learning, and delivering les-

son packs and cooked meals, even throughout the school holidays.  The 

NHS has done us proud, as ever.  We clapped them, 

and all carers and keyworkers, on Thursday evenings.  

Thanks so much to all of you.  During our brief trips to 

the shops, or for exercise, people are talking more, and 

chatting to each other.  The Queen has been a quiet in-

spiration for many with her broadcasts.  She typifies the 

’Stiff Upper Lip’, the ’Keep Calm and Carry On’ attitude 

shown by so many of her wartime generation.   

 

The Worst of Times: which hopefully are now behind 

us.  Our sympathy goes out to all who have been affect-

ed in any way by the virus.  A global pandemic such as 

this, which thankfully comes round very infrequently, pos-

sesses a certain resonance.  The Great Plague, the 

Black Death, Spanish Flu;  what will this one be called in 

ten years’ time?  Let us hope that, by then, it will be but 

an unpleasant memory. 

 

COLDEN COMMON 

NEWSLETTER 
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The Friendship Club 

 

Like all the other village clubs, we are looking forward to when we can re-
start our programme.  Hopefully this will be on 7

th
 September, after our sum-

mer recess. 

One of our last meetings 
was the Anniversary 
Cream Tea at Bram-
bridge. We were warmly 
greeted by the staff, some 
of whom have been there 
many years and know us 
well. Afterwards, we took 
advantage of our situation 
to have a look around the 
garden centre and to buy 
some plants. As the rest 
of our meetings have had 
to be cancelled, Pat Phil-
lips, our secretary, has 
submitted this little poem 
to cheer us up. 

 

We are looking forward to meeting you all again 

This Coronavirus Pandemic is a pain 

It locks us in for many a day 

We can’t see our friends no matter what we say 

But don’t give up hope 

 And you don’t have to mope 

Because no matter how long it takes 

We can look forward to our meetings and tea 
and cakes 

Being together again at the Friendship Club. 

Take care! 

1
st

 Colden Common Guides 

The Guides were lucky enough to enjoy almost a full term of meetings in 

the Spring. After the hugely enjoyable overnight trip to the UK Girlguiding 

Headquarters in London, the Guides staged their own pop-up ‘Museum of 

London’ which opened its doors for parents, siblings and Brownies to find 

out just what they got up to on the trip.  

 

There was a variety of highly innovative displays, plus an obstacle course 

based on crossing the busy London roads and of course, the obligatory ca-

fé! A patrols-based trading game was played the following week making 

varnished coasters out of lolly sticks. The Guides learnt how to make a prof-

it, how to buy and sell, maximise production, create unique selling points 

and most importantly how to work well in teams. There was some excellent 

bartering going on!  



3  Guides (cont) 

In early February we went on a spectacularly boggy night hike around the 
woods near Stoke Park Farm, and after half-term we celebrated Thinking 
Day by learning about traditions and Guiding in Mexico. The girls cooked de-
licious chicken fajitas on the outdoor gas stoves and fire pits, tried Mayan hot 
chocolate, danced the Mexican Hat Dance around the camp fire, and fin-
ished by bashing a pinata to pieces!  

For the rest of the term we focussed on our DIY skills by upcycling an old 
wooden pallet into 2 beautiful 
planters. With thanks to some 
parent helpers and their 
tools, the girls learnt how to 
carefully measure, follow in-
structions, and use drills, 
screwdrivers and power tools 
safely. The planters were 
then carefully painted in a va-
riety of colours. They look 
brilliant and have now been 
lined, filled with compost and 
planted with bee and butterfly
-friendly seeds. They are outside the Church Rooms and hopefully will be a 
colourful and bright display for everyone in the summer months.  

Our Guiding hasn’t stopped just because we currently can’t have meetings. 
Guides have been sent all sorts of challenges to try out at home, including 
activities to go towards the Hampshire West Golden Anniversary Chal-
lenge. Several girls have completed Interest Badges at home including Up-
cycling, Craftivism, Backwoods Cooking and Confectionery Badges. Con-
gratulations to all of them! A number of Guides have also taken on a virtual 
camping challenge, and a virtual climbing challenge - climbing stairs in an at-
tempt to scale monuments and mountains. So far, as a team, we have 
scaled Big Ben, Blackpool Tower, and even Scafell Pike and Snowdon. Our 
next challenge is Ben Nevis and maybe even Mont Blanc! We have held our 
first virtual meeting online, and hope to hold more in the summer term. It’s a 
great opportunity for the Guides to meet up and say hi. 

Finally, our Heart-Felt Thank You Fundraiser was a huge success around 
the village – thank you to everyone who kindly donated. The Guides loved 
delivering the chocolates, flowers and cards in their home-made bags to 
many incredibly well-deserving people. Our final box of chocolates was do-
nated at the start of April to the NHS Hampers scheme – I think we would all 
agree our NHS workers definitely deserve a huge Heart-Felt Thank You! 
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At the beginning of March, the players and members of Colden Common and 

Otterbourne Cricket Club were looking forward to the new season starting. 

 

The first team was due to play at their highest level to date, having been 

promoted at the end of last season. Both of the club's sides were to be 

enhanced with the recruitment of a couple of guys new to the area, and the 

first two indoor nets had been well supported. How rapidly things change! 

 

The Covid 19 pandemic hit the country with a vengeance, and within days 

everyone's lives had been turned upside down. Cricket has, like all sports, 

been cancelled for the foreseeable future, as the experts strive to find a way 

to curb the onslaught of an awful virus, and the season has been put on hold. 

 

The committee and members of the Colden Common and Otterbourne SW 

Cricket Club wish to extend their wishes for good health to everyone in the 

locality, and trust that life can return to normal very soon.  

 

 

 

Colden Common and Otterbourne Cricket Club 
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Colden Common Bowling Club 

 

The green should be open but we are all being good, enjoying our sitting 

rooms and learning the clever things that our mobile phones can do. 

 

We were pleased to get an 

emergency grant from Sports 

England.  This enable us to 

get Green Smile, who look 

after our open areas for the 

Parish Council, to do the 

maintenance. At the moment 

we are looking after the 

green on a standby basis, 

keeping the grass level and 

fairly short. When the end of 

lockdown is on the horizon it 

will not take too much work to get it up to playing condition.  No-one can pre-

dict the future, but we hope to get some bowling in this summer; the season 

does not end until September.  Our bowling will probably be on an informal 

basis. 

 

We are a happy, relaxed club who were having a good winter.  Our social 

activities provided much fun and laughter.  Various people, experienced or 

not, expressed a wish to join.  The green was looking good for the time of 

year - then something hit.  Bowls England closed all competitions, and bowls 

stopped. 

 

So, it will be a very good time for anyone to come and give us a try.  Just im-

agine a game on a sunny day in beautiful green surroundings.  No pressure; 

just fun.  Members will give instruction as needed.  We have plenty of equip-

ment to lend.  It is very easy, just roll your woods up to the little white ball. 

Feel free to ring, I seem to be at home much of the time, and have a chat. 

 

Keep Safe 

Derek Conway, Club President.  
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Everyday adventures they’ll remember for a lifetime! 

As I am writing this, we are currently into our fourth week of lockdown due to  
C-19, with no end date in sight. We hope all our families are staying well, and 
if we have not already reopened, we look forward to seeing you all again very 
soon to share all that we had planned for our busy summer term. We are 
keeping in contact with our families by setting the children daily challenges to 
do at home on Facebook. Our staff team has also been sharing some stories 
and songs on our private parent page which have been very well received.  

 

Prior to our temporary closure we experienced 
some exciting events with the children, one of 
which was the delivery of eight eggs to Rainbows 
from ‘Incredible Eggs’. Interest was ignited from 
the first day the eggs arrived with some children 
just sitting watching, whilst others kept on popping 
back to check on the eggs. Both the children and 
staff waited patiently for the first arrival. We didn't 
have to wait long, which was great for the children 

as we watched the first chick hatch one lunchtime. The children were totally 
immersed during this magical experience, and even the staff were watching as 
the first little chick appeared. The children called it 
'Tikka' and over the next 24 hours a further four 
healthy chicks arrived. The chicks were 
carefully watched over by one of our lovely staff 
members, Helen, throughout the whole experience. 
Unfortunately the timing of lockdown and the closure 
of the preschool did mean that some of the children 
did not get to experience it all. We were however 
regularly updating them with video clips on Facebook. 
The chicks have now been homed with one of our children's grandparents and 
they are all doing very well. They don't really look very chick-like anymore! The  
grandparents have been sending us regular videos of the chicks so the 
children have been able to continue to follow their development. 

 

We have followed the development of our tadpoles through to their release 
into the village pond. We started watching them with the children at Rainbows, 
but the final transformation happened whilst we were closed. However, we 
have once again shared this experience with the children through regular 
Facebook posts.  
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 Both experiences have provided the children with a wonderful opportunity to 

learn about the natural world and how to care for living things.  

 

On Friday 13
th
 March we had a very important visitor; Ofsted. Unfortunately, 

we are unable to share the outcome of the inspection currently as Ofsted has 
put the publication of reports on hold until all settings reopen. As soon as we 
are able, we will be delighted to share our report with you, so watch this 
space! 

 

We offer our children a secure, happy and stimulating environment in three 
different rooms, plus our garden. We are passionate about our continuous 
provision, and plan our play spaces to ensure all the children’s different needs 
and learning styles are catered for. We invite you to come and have a look 
around and see us in action or to come along to our "stay and play" sessions 
(once we have reopened). 

 

So, if you’re looking for an ‘Outstanding’ preschool that feels as close to 
family as it can be, then please get in touch. We know once you meet us, 
you’ll want to stay, so if you are interested in a space from September 2020 
please send us a message or email as soon as possible to avoid disappoint-
ment. Application forms can be found on our website. 

Mon – Fri term time, 8.30am – 3pm, The Methodist Hall, Spring Lane 

Follow us at www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC              
Visit  www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk 

 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

To remind some of us of what we’re 

missing! 

 

Who can provide the best caption for 

this cartoon? As ever, nothing but 

‘Honour and Glory’ is on offer as a re-

ward.   

 

Answers to the Community Centre, 

when it reopens, please. 

http://www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC
http://www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk
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Colden Common Primary School 

 

What a difference a couple of months makes! Like the rest of the country, 

due to Covid 19 we have stalled in some areas, but have definitely upped 

our skills in many others! 

 

Schools were officially closed on March 20
th
, other than for the children of 

key workers, or those children who were not able to remain at home.  We 

had to establish, very quickly, effective means of enabling home learning, 

through which we could interact with the children and parents on a daily ba-

sis, so that everyone still felt part of the school community. In what was al-

most an overnight move, all children were given logins and passwords for 

our chosen learning platform, and two teams of adults were created from the 

school staff.  One team is for face-to-face learning and the other team to 

monitor the online learning, with each team changing roles on alternate 

weeks. 

 

Alongside that we needed to set up a before- and after-school club, as our 

local provision was unable to keep going.  We also had to determine how to 

deliver meals-on-wheels to any families in receipt of free school meals, who 

still needed us to provide them. 

 

Thankfully for all concerned, the adults who work in schools are unfazed by 

challenge, are flexible, adaptable and creative, and we have virtually seam-

lessly moved into a new routine with the children still at the core of what we 

are doing. We have our daily exercise with Joe Wicks and one of our HLTAs.  

Our Family Support Worker has continued to run her weekly sessions 

throughout, as has our Emotional Literacy Support Assistant, who leads 

‘face-to-face’ sessions online. We have also delivered weekly work packs 

and resources to families with no online facility. I cannot praise the school 

staff highly enough – they have all embraced this with a positive attitude and 

a determination to make the situation as good as it can be. 

 

It has undoubtedly presented working parents with the challenge of home-
schooling their children whilst also holding down their (now mostly virtual) 
day job, and school staff with children have equally had to manage this jug-
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The September 2020 Newsletter Copy Date 

is Friday 31st July , and it will be 30th October for the December issue.   

The best email address is: newsletterccca@gmail.com, or pass your copy 

to Vanessa in the Community Centre 

 
gling act. Within our learning platform, we have held online meetings with par-

ents. We also have online teaching, if they and their children are well and truly 

stuck, and it has helped immensely to enable this human contact.  

 

We continued to run school for the ten days of the Easter holiday, offering fun 

activities for the children of key workers and maintaining the meals-on-wheels, 

thanks to the school kitchen staff who have been absolute heroes in every 

sense of the word. 

 

Needless to say, our building work has stopped, as the construction team has 

been wound down due to the inability to receive supplies of building materials, 

but we are assured (as much as anyone can give that assurance) that our new 

classrooms will be ready by September this year. 

 

 

We have huge respect for any of those key 

people who work in services that have con-

tinued to operate throughout this global cri-

sis, and everyone who has stayed at home 

should remember that they have also 

saved lives by doing so. 

 

 

As I write, September feels a long way 

away, and we will focus, for the time being, on ensuring that our families con-

tinue to feel supported and that they are the most important part of our school 

community. 

 

Mrs F. Hardy,  Headteacher 
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At the time of writing, like the rest of the UK, Colden Common is still in 
lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

In early March, our army of care volunteers started to self-isolate due to age 
and medical conditions. Those who would normally drive for the care group, 
cook for the lunch club, or drive the minibus for the weekly shopping trips, 
mostly found themselves unable to help our most vulnerable residents in the 
village.  They became reliant on others themselves.   

 

What followed was the most incredible community response.   Residents in 
the village, many of which are working full-time and home-schooling, 
volunteered to help others.  A big Thank You to all those who have been 
kind and supported others during this pandemic.  Colden Common will 
emerge a stronger community than before if that is possible.  It has always 
been a special place. 

 

Eastleigh Local Plan 

 

The most fabulous news during the lockdown was received about the 
Eastleigh Local Plan.  The planning inspector wrote to Eastleigh Borough 
Council suggesting that a way forward to approve the plan was to remove 
Options B&C, due to concerns on the evidence base presented.  This is 
indeed brilliant news.  So many people should be so proud of their 
contribution to influencing this decision.  This includes ADD, everyone who 
attended a meeting, made representations to Eastleigh Borough Council, 
made donations and helped deliver newsletters and leaflets.   

 

Local plans generally are refreshed on a 5-year rolling basis, adding new 
sites for development to meet revised housing targets. It is suspected that 
Eastleigh Borough Council will look at the evidence base to bring these sites 
forward in the future and we must remain alert.  Winchester City Council will 
also be looking to put forward sites in their district for their local plan review. 
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If you are not already, please sign up to the Village Information Service.  You 
can sign up at www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk and follow the link on the right 
hand side under quick links.  Signing up will mean that your Parish Council 
will keep you up-to-date on the latest news on both local plans, ensuring that 
the voice of Colden Common residents will be heard, and your opportunity to 
get involved will not be missed. 

 

Colden Common’s Village Design Statement is now ready to consult on.  
This document supersedes the current design statement which was pro-
duced in 2012.  A Village Design Statement provides design guidance for de-
velopment within the Parish, highlighting the distinctive characteristics of the 
area.  It is not a document which can prevent development, but provides 
guidance of where it might be acceptable. 

 

The Parish Council had hoped to host several drop-in public consultations on 
the draft document.   

 

In the current climate, drop-in consultations are not possible.  So that we can 
move this forward, we are asking residents to download the Village Design 
Statement from the dedicated page on the Parish Council website and return 
a comment form digitally. 

 

You can download the document from  

http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk/Village_Design_Statement.aspx 

 
 
 
If you are unable to access the document via the website, please e-mail or 
phone the Parish Council clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk and a copy will 
be put through your door.   

 
The Parish Council would really value you taking the time to read the docu-
ment and feedback any comments.  Feedback from the consultation process 
is vital before submission to Winchester City Council for adoption as a sup-
plementary planning document.  It is important that the village design state-
ment is refreshed and adopted before Winchester City Council commence 
consulting on site allocations as part of their local plan review. 

 
If you need any help or information, please contact the Parish Office on 
01962 713700 or e-mail clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk.   

 
Stay safe.          www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk 

http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk/Village_Design_Statement.aspx
mailto:clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
http://www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk


12  Twyford Surgery and Pharmacy 
 

We wanted to keep in touch with our patients and customers during this diffi-
cult time. To enable us to do this we, the Surgery, have joined forces with the 
Pharmacy, to bring you up-to-date guidance, advice and services. 

  

You may have been identified as a High Risk Patient and this means you 
have been isolating at home with the advice of this being for at least 12 
weeks. If you are not classed as High Risk you may be over 70, or are suf-
fering with a chronic illness, and therefore you are social distancing and stay-
ing at home.  

The Surgery and Pharmacy are lucky to have an army of volunteers to help 
keep you safe at home by delivering you your medication, and we want to of-
fer you as much support at home as we can. Please contact us if you have 
not been receiving a delivery of medication but wish to. 

 

Our doors are closed to walk-in patients, but we are very much open by ap-
pointment, and are fully staffed. Please call the surgery with any concerns 
you may have. Your health, as always, is our priority. 

  

We are producing a pharmacy catalogue for you to choose from, and have 
delivered essential medicine cupboard items. If you have not received one of 
these, but would like a copy, please get in touch with our Pharmacy team. 

 

For all enquiries, please call 01962 712906.     Keep Safe 

Twyford and District Nursing Association 

Do you have a financial problem incurred because of a medical problem?   

We may be able to help you if you live locally. 

 

We are a small local Charity set up in 1994 with money received from the 
sale of the Nurses Cottage in Twyford.  We can award grants to help local 
individuals who are going through difficult times where money is not availa-
ble from other sources to help deal with medically incurred problems.  We 
can respond to emergencies and there is not a complicated form to com-
plete, it is not means tested either.  A phone call to our secretary to discuss 
the application is the way forward.  This can be done by the applicant, or on 
their behalf by someone else. 
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Colden Common Shed 

 
Early in the New Year, we convened a meeting of all members to review and 
discuss future developments, the Shed’s modus operandi, the future way for-
ward in general, and potential visits etc.   

 

Having entered the world of 3D printing it was 
suggested that we offer to make parts for 
Covid-19 virus protection (PPE).   A team has 
been established and production of head gear 
started.   Some of the money for raw materials 
for 3D printing has come from the money the 
Rotary Club gave us, so they might be 
pleased.   The Parish Council and Winchester 
City Council have been a big help with grants 
which have enabled the purchase of a high 
spec laptop and 3D printer. 

 

Insights as to what we might be able to produce came about as a member’s 
grandson became involved in the manufacture of 3D printed PPE.   Since we 
are all in lockdown, liaison has been mainly via WhatsApp.   The Shed is ac-
tually closed for the immediate future due to lockdown.  The Shed printer has 
been transferred to a Shedder’s house, and production is running on 2 ma-
chines.  Technical matters are being overseen by our ex-IBM and IT expert 
members. 

 

To date we have made over 100 visor kits and delivered these to Ridgemead 
Care Home, The Nurse and Baby Unit (RHCH), Hollybank Care Home, Fair 
Oak and Bishops Waltham surgeries, Southern Health Community Nurses 
(based in Colden Common) and 20 ear relief bands to Twyford Surgery. 

 One of the Visors made 

Our 3D Printer 

Some of our visors, with their 

local recipients 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch has never been more relevant to 

our communities.  The Coronavirus pandemic has 

brought us all closer together, and really instilled in us 

the importance of looking out for our neighbours.  The 

sense of togetherness is huge.  We live in a fabulous, supportive communi-

ty, and we should all be incredibly proud.  

The areas of the village where there was already a strong Neighbourhood 

Watch scheme have been able to use their existing communication methods 

to make sure their vulnerable and elderly neighbours have stayed well and 

safe, while following social distancing and self-isolation guidance.  Through 

Glen and Emily Taylor’s ‘Colden Common Viral Kindness’ initiative (see 

opposite page), other areas of the village have quickly and efficiently come 

together in a similar way.  With nearly 100 volunteers supporting this initia-

tive, it has made a real difference to so many people in the village. 

The offers of help - getting bits of shopping in, arranging delivery of medica-

tion, hot meals - or just a friendly phone call, are going on each and every 

day.  Each act of kindness warms our hearts and makes us all truly value 

what a wonderful village we are part of.  We are noticing more around us, 

life seems to have taken on a slower pace, and neighbours are chatting to 

one another (at least 2 metres apart, of course!) a lot more frequently, 

checking one another is OK. 

Every Thursday evening at 8 o’clock, we enjoy coming together as a com-

munity and joining in a united show of appreciation for our country’s greatest 

people – those working in frontline services, risking their own health to save 

others’ lives, and those keeping the core services ticking over. 

Our new PCSO (Owen Reeves) is now a frequent visitor to the village, and 

is very proactive in contacting me with neighbourhood policing updates. He 

is working hard, engaging with the public and ensuring the government’s 

COVID-19 guidelines are being followed.  It is certainly a reassuring sight, 

seeing his police car in the Co-op car park - when I’m out on my daily bit of 

exercise! 

Colden Common Neighbourhood Watch is always looking for more volun-
teers and new members to join our scheme, to create safer, stronger and 
active communities.  Email Chrissy Bibby on: coldencommonneighbour-
hoodwatch@hotmail.com to find out how you can help. 

mailto:coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com
mailto:coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com


15  Viral Kindness Colden Common 
 

In light of the current pandemic and the restrictions placed upon us all, it was 

quickly apparent that many villagers would struggle to obtain all their usual 

essentials as easily as normal. Knowing we would be working from home a 

lot more, we initially offered our assistance to anyone in the village who need-

ed some essential shopping, prescriptions collected etc.  Before long, a wave 

of kind intentions swept across our village and as the sentiment went "viral" - 

Viral Kindness Colden Common was indeed born.  

 

Within a week, every road within Colden Common had been leafleted with the 

contact details of a ‘Viral Kindness’ volunteer.  Our 97 volunteers have so 

far helped with hundreds of requests for assistance and have brought joy and 

comfort to many.  

 

We have delivered delicious homemade Easter treats to some of the isolated 

households in our village, kindly made by a few of our generous volunteers. 

In addition to this, we have been able to support Lisa Maher's "NHS Ham-

pers" campaign by donating the monies collected from our generous villag-

ers who have contributed via our Honesty Box when buying eggs and biscuit 

cutters from our doorstep. 

 

Additionally we have been working closely with Hampshire Social Services. In 

certain situations, we have created teams of volunteers to set up rotas to pro-

vide hot meals and drinks to local residents whom we have been asked to 

help. Whilst this period is difficult and worrying for all, we feel so lucky to live 

in such a caring and supportive community. This experience has certainly un-

earthed an incredible spirit in so many, and we have been humbled at the lev-

el of support for this initiative.  

 

We would like to thank all the Viral Kindness volunteers for their ongoing as-

sistance and goodwill, and Debbie Harding from Colden Common Parish 

Council for her help and support in these unprecedented times. It is heart-

warming to see how quickly a community can come together and we are sure 

the Viral Kindness volunteers will agree when we say that we are looking 

forward to meeting our new found neighbours and friends properly when this 

is all over. 

 

Stay safe and thank you!    Glen and Emily Taylor  



16  

 

 

 

Yes I Can 

This was meant to be an Olympic year. On the 
24

th
 of July, the Olympic flame was meant to be en-

tering a stadium in Japan and the best of the best 
were to represent their country. But Covid 19 has got 
in the way of all that. It seems hard to believe that it 
was eight years ago that the event was being held 
here in the UK. It was followed immediately by the 
Paralympics, where athletes with a wide variety of 

disabilities showed off their sporting abilities.  They declared their catchphrase 
“Yes we can”, which made most of us, the so-called able-bodied, reply: “There 
is no way I can!”. 

 

Whilst I enjoyed watching the London Olympics, the Paralympics was mind-
blowing, humbling and on many occasions, it turned me into a blubbering 
wreck, no more so than the opening ceremony. When the Paralympic torch ar-
rived in the stadium it was relayed between a number of previous Paralympic 
gold medal heroes. One of these was Brazilian Marcia Malsa, who won the 
200m gold in New York 1984. She slipped and fell on the rain-soaked floor 
shortly after receiving the torch in the packed-out Maracana stadium. An inter-
esting thing then happened as she attempted to stand up. Security guards 
rushed to her aid but did not help her and the crowd stood and cheered. The 
Security was there as moral support and if she needed them, but they did not 
presume. The crowd cheered, not because she had fallen, but because she 
was getting up, and letting her now that there was no need for her to be em-
barrassed. 

 

Those few moments could quite easily have been a parable from the Bible. In 
the Old Testament book Proverbs 24 it says, “No matter how many times they 
trip up, God-loyal people don’t stay down long; soon they’re up on their feet”. 
We all get it wrong, we all make mistakes, but it is how we get up that is im-
portant. In this current climate of Covid, as we live under the shadow of isola-
tion, fear and the unknown, we need to realise that this will soon come to an 
end and we will get the chance to stand back up. However, it is not about 
when we get up, it is about the way in which we rise and move forward. This 
message will mean different things to different people; you need to decide, in 
applying this to yourself, will your individual response be “Yes I Can”? Be-
cause I know that Colden Common will be shouting out "Yes WE can!!!" 

 

As we are not sure when we will be allowed to open the church again, we are 
not publicising any particular services.  However, details of all our services 
can be found on our website - sdgateway.org.uk. 

http://sdgateway.org.uk/
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Music & Drama Group 
 
We were doing so well rehearsing for our great new 
summer concert ‘A Century of Song’ when Covid 19 
brought it to an abrupt end. All our hard work was put on 
hold – but we did have a thoroughly good time 
rehearsing! Never mind, we’re not defeated, we’ll just put 
the concert back a bit to summer 2021!  Hopefully all will 
be well by September, when we will begin our rehearsals 

for the ever-popular Christmas Concert at Holy Trinity.  This year it will be 
held on Thursday 17th and Friday 18

th
 December commencing at 7.30pm, 

with traditional mulled wine (or non-alcoholic punch – equally tasty) and 
mince pies during the break. Put the date in your diaries and look out for 
more information after lockdown ends! 
 
 
Our dramatists are busying themselves looking for a suitable play to delight 
us with again soon, or possibly some sketches to mix in with the songs for 
the concert. It's always fun to join in - no experience necessary, just 
teamwork and a sense of fun!  Do something different!   
 
We’re always ready to welcome new members – drama, singers, backstage - 
so if you want to try something new (or rekindle an old interest) call Colin 
(dramatists) on 02380 601300 or Stephanie (singers) on 02380 694423 or 
Michael (Secretary) on 01962 777313 

 
Special dates in the Church calendar which fall  within this quarter are: 
• Sunday 31st May at 9.30 am - PENTECOST. It had been our intention to 

join with our friends from the Methodist Church at Holy Trinity to celebrate 
the birthday of 'the Church'. 

• Sunday 7th June at 9.30 am - TRINITY SUNDAY - our 'Patronal Festival', 
when under normal circumstances the congregations of the other church-
es in our benefice join us in celebration. 

• There will also be a celebration for the 177th Anniversary of the Dedica-
tion of Holy Trinity sometime in the last week of July - please look out for 
details nearer the time. 

Once we are safely out of lockdown, we are hoping to carry on with some fel-
lowship and  fund-raising events. Details will be found, as they are planned, 
on our weekly pewsheets, which again can be found on the website. 
 

Damon Draisey                   
Vicar of South Downs Gateway Churches          
in the Parishes of Morestead, Owslebury, Twyford & Colden Common  
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Although pre-school is temporarily closed due to government guidelines on 
COVID 19, we are still working hard to support our families during this difficult 
time. We have been sharing home-learning activities on our Facebook page 
every day at 9am.  Check it out if you would like some ideas.  

 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was cancelled but our prepa-
rations were not entirely wasted. We decided to deliver 
some of our Easter Eggs to the children of Colden Com-
mon Pre-School whilst the Easter Bunny was having its 
daily exercise. Our children were delighted to have a nice 
surprise left on their doorstep over the Easter Holidays. 
The remaining eggs were donated to the Women’s Refuge, 
through the Church, and to Colden Common Primary 
School for vulnerable children and the children of our key-
workers. 

 

Whilst we are closed preparations for our allot-
ment school have continued. Initially clearing 
and making good after the installation of the 
new path at the back of our allotment.  

 

 

We have finished the weed control matting and 
erected posts to take the rain/sun shade cano-
py. Our sunflowers are doing well and have 
grown lots since the children planted them.  Mrs 
Stevens has been looking after them and they 
are now ready for planting. The bird and bug ho-
tels have been installed, with the slow worms 
moving into their new homes already. A massive 
thank you to Miss Webster and her family for all 
their hard work during their daily exercise. We 
just need some wood chips to cover the weed 
control and it will look fantastic. 
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 We offer caring, stimulating and quality childcare for little ones from 2 

years up to Reception age. We have a fabulous modern room that has been 
transformed into a cosy learning space where children can thrive. We also 
have sole-use toilets attached to our room allowing children to gain those im-
portant independence skills. Our all-weather garden features a wooden climb-
ing frame, a mud kitchen and a covered sand pit, as well as many other activi-
ties. Conveniently located within the Community Centre, we are open Monday 
to Friday, 8.30am – 3pm, with flexible drop off and collection times. School’s 
Out, which is also based in the Community Centre, offers a breakfast and af-
terschool club – providing childcare either side of Pre-School’s opening hours.  

If you are interested in placing your child with us, please do drop us an email 
we would be delighted to answer any questions whist we are temporarily 
closed. Don't delay; demand for places is always high!  

www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk  // Find us on Facebook  

Street Art 

 

One of many 

similar hop-

scotch outlines 

seen.  This is 

from Tees Farm 

Road 

I don’t know his 

back story, but I 

like his face!  

Seen in Vears 

Lane 

A self-explanatory 

public service  

poster from Hazel 

Close.  Keep up the 

good work! 

A  charming 

family group 

from a gar-

den, also in 

Tees Farm 

Road 

For Fans of Winnie the Pooh: 

from the big oak outside the school  

Have you noticed the recent prolifera-

tion of this around the village? Your  

editor is not the most observant of 

bods, but even he has seen and      

appreciated the quirky, amusing and 

educational masterpieces that have 

sprung up over the last wee while.  

http://www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
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Lunch Club, Volunteer Car Transport and Minibus Shopping Trips:      

We kept going as long as we could, but Covid 19 restrictions closed us down 

eventually.  We are very grateful to all our volunteers for their dedication to 

the work we do; you are all so important to our many users.  Hopefully you 

will all return when we are able to resume. 

Lunch Club – our grateful thanks are due to Carole Martin and Mary Le 

Couteur. After many years’ service, producing hundreds of delicious meals, 

they have decided to stop cooking and to hang up their aprons. They will be 

missed by their teams, and by our clients too.  Thank you so very much for 

all you have done.  This does mean that we have vacancies – if you feel you 

would like to help, please contact Pat Phillips on 01962 711104. 

Pat will explain the system.  We have four teams of 4 cooks, who therefore 

only need to cook once a month, and there is also a group of reserves who 

are willing to step in to fill in for holidays, etc.  Lunch is provided for up to 24 

people at the Community Centre on Wednesdays.  All expenses for these 

lunches are reimbursed to the cooks.   Do contact Pat and find out more 

about the position. 

Thank you to all those new volunteers who so readily stepped in to help out 

in our current emergency.  You are doing a wonderful job of shopping and 

prescription collection for the elderly and housebound.    

Well Done to You All 

 9
th

 Winchester (Colden Common) Scout Group  
    

2 Beaver colonies  age 6-8 years     - Tues/Wed 

2 Cub packs    age 8-10½ years   - Tues/Thurs 

1 Scout troop   age 10½ - 14 years  - Tues 

1 Explorer unit  age 14 – 18 years  - Mon  

 

Scouting is open to all and the Scouting motto is ‘Be Prepared’ –          
prepared to have fun, to learn new skills, to make friends and to gain confi-
dence.   
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1
st

 Colden Common Brownies  
 

Over the Spring Term we have had fun with creative activities, such as junk 
modelling and sewing keyrings.  We also enjoyed a visit to the local ‘Pets at 
Home’ shop, where we had the opportunity to feed and handle animals, and 
to learn about how to look after them.  Another highlight of the term was 
finding out about Brownies in the 1970s.  The girls were fascinated with the 
old badges and seeing how the uniform has changed.  Sadly, we had to 
postpone our climbing trip to ‘Rock Up’ and our day out to Legoland.  Hope-
fully these things will be rearranged in the future.  Whilst we have been un-
able to meet face-to-face, the Brownies have continued to enjoy working on 
interest badges and challenges from home.   

 

The current Brownie leaders will be stepping down in the summer, so we 
are looking for new leaders from September 2020.  If you are interested in 
this enjoyable and rewarding role, or you would like to have a chat about 
what is involved, please get in touch by emailing: 

1stcoldencommonbrownies@gmail.com 

 Scouts (cont) 
The Group was due to lead the St George’s Day parade in Winchester on 
26

th
 April but, unfortunately, the event had to be cancelled. We’re looking for-

ward to doing this next year.  Our last events were a Christmas concert in 
Holy Trinity Church with members of all sections (including leaders!) taking 
leading parts, and the Scout Christmas Post when young people delivered 
Christmas cards around the village, as well as helping at the Seniors’ Party.  

After being without a Group Scout Leader for many months, we warmly wel-
come Jason Williams to the role, and all leaders look forward to working un-
der his ‘umbrella’. 

If you’re thinking about being a leader, an assistant leader or would like more 
information, please contact Jason by email 9thwinchestergsl@gmail.com 
To put your child’s name on the waiting list, please email 9thscoutwait-
inglist@gmail.com 

We’re all looking forward to Scouting meetings restarting as soon as possi-
ble. 

mailto:1stcoldencommonbrownies@gmail.com
mailto:9thwinchestergsl@gmail.com
mailto:9thscoutwaitinglist@gmail.com
mailto:9thscoutwaitinglist@gmail.com
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The Allotments 

The path between the allotments has been widened and the surface im-
proved. The Parish Council helped to prepare the ground for the planting of 
the new hedge and contributed some topsoil.  

 

At the beginning of March, a working party planted the new mixed native 
hedging. Additionally, fruiting trees such as Victoria Plum and a Cox's Or-
ange Pippin have been planted at intervals. Seeds to create a wildflower 
bank have also been sown.  

 

Earlier, on a Saturday morning, delivery of compost for allotment holders 
went very smoothly.  Additionally, allotment holders are also using newer 
peat-free varieties of compost such as Strulch, which is based on straw, and 
one which is a mixture of sheep wool and bracken. Compost helps to enrich 
the soil, hinder weeds, and it conserves moisture.  

 

A summer treat for everyone is strawberries 
and cream. Growing strawberries is very 
popular on the allotments. Their season is 
just a few weeks of summer fruiting.  Straw-
berry plants can be put in the ground after 
any frosts in spring, or in the autumn. It is 
best to use plants from certified stock. During 
the first year, the runner should be cut off to 
increase the plant’s vigour.  They are best in 
a sheltered sunny spot, and require regular 
watering and feeding. To prevent damage to 
the fruit, a layer of straw or a collar should be placed under them.  After three 
years the strength declines and they need replacing in new ground. After 
harvest, the old foliage should be removed.  

There are many well-known varieties of strawberries. Some early season 
strawberries are Sweetheart, which is ready for picking from June, and Vi-
brant, a high yielding variety bred by East Malling Research.  

Mid-season varieties include Marshmellow, which produces large delicious 
fruits, and Cambridge Favourite, which makes the tastiest jam and has su-
perb disease resistance. A late season variety which fruits until the end of 
July is Florence (see painting).  There are smaller perpetual varieties such 
as Mara de Bois, which is related to the wild Alpine strawberry, which itself is 
good for ground cover. Strawberries can be grown in pots and hanging bas-
kets at home.  Historically the nearby areas of Swanwick and Locks Heath 
were renowned for their strawberry fields, with “strawberry train” specials de-
parting regularly for the London market throughout the season. 
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Garden Club 

 

I have watched people working in their gardens and on their allotments re-
cently, and they almost seem to be in a trance. For a while in the garden we 
can forget about our anxieties, focus on the job in hand, and dream about 
the perfect lawn, some delicious vegetables and lovely flowers. We can cre-
ate order on our little patch while so much of our normal life has been dis-
rupted during the “lockdown.” As a result the gardens in Colden Common 
have never looked so good. It must be so much more difficult for people in 
cities without access to outside space. 

 

At our last meeting in February we had a very interesting talk from Ray 
Broughton on Grapevines and English Vineyards.  Unfortunately, all our gar-
den visits and our annual coach trip this Summer have been cancelled. It 
should be possible to carry forward some of these to next year.  The situa-
tion will be reviewed again in August. We have also decided to postpone our 
25

th
 Anniversary Dinner in September to 2021. We will be in touch with any 

members who have paid deposits and they will be returned.   

 

Happy Gardening!  

 
The Secret Garden, Colden Common Allotments  
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Holy Trinity Church 

 
 

West End Project 
 

‘Building a future  
for Community faith & friendship’ 

 

 

So close but so far: 
 

Our last report was full of hope that our project build would be well on its 
way, if not completed, by the time this summer edition newsletter was 
published. Sadly, at the time of writing that report we had no idea what was 
waiting just around the corner.  
 
Because of the exceptionally wet winter the contractor due to start work in 
early February was so far behind schedule that they said they could not now 
start until June. We found another contractor who could start in early March, 
but then they greatly increased their original estimate for the work.  
 
Just as we were trying to work out if we could somehow afford the bigger 
quote something far greater than our project build gripped our nation with 
fear and put the lives of so many at risk. For public safety the Church, like all 
public buildings, was ordered to lock its doors. All thought of non-essential 
building work was promptly suspended. 
 
Our plans remain on hold until the health and safety of the nation improves. 
We  only pray and hope that when all is well with the world our project 
finances will prove adequate for the work to start immediately.  
 
To help complete the project funding, we hope to allow folk to ‘Name a 
Floorboard’ that would allow the names of individuals, families or firms to 
be inscribed on the underside of the new floor boards – a personal memory 
and an opportunity to be a ‘forever’ part of our parish church. 
 
We have exciting plans for future activities in our church that can start just 
as soon as the basic amenities are installed, connected and ready to use. 



25   Twinning 

 
On Sunday March 15

th
 we ran an Ides of March Safari Lunch which en-

tailed each person visiting five homes. One for Vin d'Honneur, one for each 
course, and finally one for coffee and liqueurs.  As ever the food was excel-
lent and the company, which changed from course to course, was delightful.  
Fortunately everyone managed to avoid Julius Caesar's fate on the corre-
sponding date in 44BC!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since this very enjoyable interlude, our plans have, of course, been thrown 
into disarray by Covid-19.  We had been scheduled to make our biennial vis-
it to Saint Vigor in early May.  This will not now take place until at least Sep-
tember.  Other local events such as the Walk and Pub Lunch, the Bastille 
Day Barbecue and Common Have a Go are also on hold.  Watch this (and 
other) spaces for more details when we know what’s happening. 
 
 
We have heard first-hand from our French Twinners of their experiences of 
the effects of the pandemic, and they seem very similar to ours.  They are 
doing more gardening, missing Easter family get-togethers and struggling to 
get enough PPE and testing kits where they are needed, and are resigned 
to the long haul.  
   
 
We can count ourselves fortunate that we live in a community like Colden 
Common where so many people are prepared to give so generously of their 
time to help their neighbours and where the environment allows a degree of 
freedom which is not available to many of those living in the towns and cit-
ies.  Nevertheless we hope that we shall be able to return to a full pro-
gramme of activities before too long.  If you would like to join Twinning or get 
more details, please contact Janet at auntyq47@btinternet.com.  Stay safe. 

The final watering hole is beginning to take its toll! 



26  
Colden Common’s Footpaths 

 
 
Colden Common is fortunate in having a good network of footpaths along 
which people can walk to the Community Centre, shop, and school, and meet 
each other on the way - subject, of course, to social distancing. The Parish 
Council has produced and installed a board showing the footpaths by the 
Community Centre. Copies of the map can be obtained from the Parish Of-
fice. 
 
 
Recently, aided by grants, many footpaths have been improved to encourage 
more people to walk, especially from the new homes off Main Road. The foot-
path around the Green and to the Methodist Church has been tarmacked. 
Footpaths, such as those from Church Pond to St Vigor Way, and from Main 
Road to St Vigor Way, which have been very muddy from the winter’s bad 
weather, have been much improved. 
 

 
One footpath which rewards the walker is 
along Woodland Drove, off Main Road by 
Twyford Moors. A ‘drove’ indicates a very 
old track, maybe used by shepherds herd-
ing their sheep. The path climbs to give 
views over the Itchen Valley. The track 
passes between fields which change tre-
mendously throughout the year, from the 
bare ploughed soil in winter, through grow-
ing crops such a wheat and maze, to the 
harvest (see the painting). Along the field 
verges there are often borders of wildflow-
ers and hedgerow. if you are lucky you may 
see a hare, or a kestrel circling high above 
around the thermals. At the top of Wood-
lands Drove,  the path either leads left to-
wards Twyford, via Hunters Park, or right to 
Hensting Lane by Hensting Farm. 
 

 
There is a weekly conducted Health Walk from the Community Centre every 
Wednesday - just turn up for a 10:30am departure. The walk lasts for about 1 
to 1 ½ hours. On the last Wednesday of the month the walk starts at an earli-
er time of about 10am, as the 69 bus is used to go to and walk around 
Twyford or Bishops Waltham. (Editor’s note: these walks are suspended at 
present, but hopefully will be restarted before too long) 
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Positive Training For Canines 

What a strange few months we’ve had! Although I have had to shut my 
training classes during lockdown, thankfully we have technology to keep us 
going. I’ve been able to run live puppy-training classes from my home, have 
group Q&A sessions with current clients, and also hold one-to-ones with 
those who are struggling with particular issues.  
 

Walking has definitely become more difficult as we ask our dogs to stay away 
from others, which is building frustration in our furry friends, but we have to 
remember that this isn’t forever. The plus side to all this is we are at home 
more, giving the company that many dogs crave.   When we return to normal 
it will be interesting to see how they cope with another change.  
 

Mental stimulation is always crucial in a dog's life. Spending time teaching 
dogs new tricks, or working on problems is more important than ever, to keep 
them mentally active and to keep stress levels low. I’ve released a FREE 
Corona Crisis Mental Stimulation Survival Kit to help people during this 
difficult time and I will also be releasing some courses aimed at particular 
issues. If either of these are of interest please contact me on my details 
below.  
 

I do hope you remain safe during this awkward time 
   
Leah           info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk  

The Village Footpath Map, obtainable from the Parish Office 

mailto:info@positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk
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As I write this we are still in lock down and 
sadly our lovely tennis courts have been a 
“No Go” area for several weeks. Hopefully 
this will have changed by the time this 
newsletter goes to print. We have been 
keeping the ball going trying to produce the 
“longest rally” whilst socially distancing.  
 
Have a look at           
https://youtu.be/UB4nVyna1pg    
 
Colden Common Tennis Club, believed to 
be the cheapest in Hampshire, is a great 

venue for meeting others socially for a game of tennis. We welcome all ages 
and abilities. 
 
 
We hold regular mix-ins on Monday and Friday evenings (7-9pm) and Sun-
day mornings (10am-12noon). If you would like to see what we are about, 
please turn up to one of these sessions with a racquet and we will allocate 
you other people to play with. After a few games we all swap around so that 
everyone gets to play tennis games with each other. 
 
 
Premier Tennis provide a great coaching a fitness programme to club mem-
bers who wish to participate. Please contact Gary Waughman at 
gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk for more details. 
 

Membership Packages 

Basic: £35 per household per annum includes unlimited use of courts. Court 
online bookings available 2 days in advance, 2 free accompanied guest 
passes, mix-ins £5 per player per session. 
New members to the club are offered one free (per household) group coach-

ing session. 

Advanced: £75 per household per annum includes unlimited use of courts. 
Court online bookings available 10 days in advance, 6 free accompanied 
guest passes, mix-ins FREE. 
New members to the club are offered up to four free (per household) group 
coaching sessions. 
 
Website: www.cctennisclub.co.uk 

https://youtu.be/UB4nVyna1pg
mailto:gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk
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Colden Common WI                                                                                                             

 
In ‘normal’ times our CCWI meetings are held at Church 
rooms from 7.15pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Our darts team usually meets on Thursdays for a game or 
two. Our hand-bell ringers generally meet on Tuesday afternoons, whilst our 
knit-n-natterers meet regularly in each other’s homes. Our Village Welcome 
Packs remain available to new residents of the village. Before lockdown, we 
had a lovely Spring ramble around the village, taking in the beauty of the rare 
wild English daffodils growing by the parish church. 
 
At our February meeting Malcolm Calvert gave a talk on the history of ‘Tai 
Chi for Health & Wellbeing, and then showed us some movements to help 
stay supple and relaxed. We all had a go and it was such a success we 
arranged for Malcolm to run a six-week course for members. These will start 
just as soon as it is safe for groups to meet again. 
 
In March Dave Bevis gave us a talk on ‘Keeping Safe on Internet, 
Telephone and Doorstep’. Clearly fraudsters are everywhere, from people 
knocking on doors offering to do odd jobs, to elaborate international internet 
scammers. It is so easy for anyone to be drawn in by a plausible story or 
genuine looking literature, and can end up losing a lifetime’s savings, so it 
was good to get tips to help us stay safe. 
 
Invitations had been sent, the cake baked, and entertainment sorted for our 
April Birthday meeting, but then ‘IT’ happened, and celebrations were 
promptly postponed. We are an Institute of Women and our members quickly 
answered the call for help and joined with others in the village helping 
wherever possible, and coping as best we can. Sheets and duvet covers have 
been cut up and hundreds of scrub bags sewn for local hospital staff. Pairs of 
hearts have been knitted, stuffed and bagged, ready for patients and families 
to share. Food cupboards have been raided for delivery to those in need.  
Members in the right age bracket have joined the posse of wonderful Colden 
Common street champions helping to collect food and medications.  Those 
members unable to help in this way say a huge Thank You to everyone in the 
village who is helping them!  
 
Our tickets to the ‘Last Night of the Proms’ at Hillier gardens in July are on 
hold, as are plans for a coach outing to the ‘Countryfile Live Show’ in 
Windsor Great Park in August. To date neither event is cancelled so we can 
only wait and see how things progress. 
 
Throughout ‘isolation’, our daily walks, sewing, knitting, baking, spring 
cleaning and gardening have kept our members busy.  It is really the friendly 
phone calls, waves and 2 metre chats with fellow residents that have proved 
that Colden Common really is a great community to be part of. 
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Hedgehogs in Colden Common 
 
During the second half of 2018, and for 
most of 2019, our previously thriving lo-
cal population of hedgehogs seemed to 
have disappeared completely from sev-
eral parts of Colden Common, with 
none at all being seen in a number of 
gardens around Brickmakers/Tees 
Farm, Avondale or Vears Lane. Until 
then, numerous hedgehogs had been 
seen regularly for years by residents 
who put out food,  water, and often 
nesting/hibernation boxes for them, at-
tracting whole families of hedgehogs to 
their gardens nightly. A few hedgehogs 
were still being seen in Upper and Low-

er Moors Roads areas, and at least one garden in Wardle Road, off High-
bridge Road, had good numbers of hedgehogs visiting - but elsewhere 
hedgehogs had vanished.  
 
 
Their disappearance could have been caused by several factors, mainly: 
 
• Climate: the long hot dry spell in the summer which resulted in deaths 

from dehydration and lack of food such as earthworms 
 
• Human action, including 

 poisoning from slug pellets and rat poison;  
 injuries from thoughtless strimming of vegetation which destroys 

hedgehog nesting places; and  
 residents removing hedges, shrubs, and other habitats needed by 

hedgehogs 
 

• Attacks by uncontrolled dogs. 
 
 
 
The good news is that this spring hedgehogs have reappeared in some of 
the village sites where they had previously vanished, such as Avondale and 
the Tees Farm area, as well as in those areas where they had never disap-
peared. By the first week in April I had seen and identified nine different 
hogs visiting our feeder boxes at night, to which have now been added the 
three I released after fostering them over winter for Hart Wildlife Hospital.  
. 
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the greatly reduced traffic during the lockdown, 
but the return to more normal traffic flow is 
likely to result in more of them  being killed on 
our roads. We know that there are several 
sites in the village where hedgehogs have pre-
viously been run over, and had therefore 
bought several “Hedgehog Crossing Area“ 
signs to put up on nearby lamp posts: 
 
However, when Debbie, our Parish Clerk, con-
tacted Hampshire Highways, she received this 
response:  
 
"Thank you for your enquiry regarding 

your proposal to erect hedgehog warning signs to streetlights. 
Your enquiry was passed to our Traffic Management team who 
have advised that this isn’t a DfT approved sign, but could be 
sensitive bearing in mind hedgehogs are becoming endangered. 
He has therefore advised that the signs should be placed on pri-
vate land i.e. off the public highway.”  

 
Since it is on the public highway that hedgehogs are run over, not on private 
land, this seems inappropriate and unhelpful, particularly since there are 
“Toads Crossing“ and Ducks Crossing” road signs elsewhere in Hampshire. 
 
How you can help our local hedgehogs 
With hotter, drier springs and summers now apparently becoming the norm, 
two important ways to help our hogs are: 

 
1.  Prevent them from dying from dehydration: leave out at least one, 
and preferably several, shallow bowls of water at ground level for thirsty 
hogs.  Remember to keep them filled up every day. 
 
2.  If you see a hedgehog out in daytime it is almost certainly in serious 
trouble (unless it is a good size and very active in which case it may be 
a female gathering nesting material).  If it looks small, thin, is wobbly or 
moving slowly it is in need of IMMEDIATE  help, or it will die.  Ring the 
Hedgehog helpline for advice:  01962 711996 

 
Hart Wildlife’s hedgehog expert, Chris Matcham, records all sites in Hamp-
shire where hedgehogs are found, so we would be very interested to hear 
from anyone in the village who used to see hedgehogs but no longer does 
now; from anyone who has always seen  them in their garden; and from 
those who are now seeing hedgehogs again after a long absence  
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A friendly, welcoming 

church for all ages.  

 

Minister:      

Rev. Bob  Kitching  

When I  wrote something for the last newsletter I do not think any one 
of us could have imagined Covid 19, with lockdown and self isolation. 
There have been pandemics before, but few of us in the UK remember 
them. In the 14th century there was the Black Death, then in 1665 there was 
the Great Plague, and later in 1918 we had what was called the Spanish flu. 
But for the majority of us, this is something new, and it is difficult not to be 
anxious and fearful. 

In March I wrote about the coming of Spring and the celebration of 
Easter. Well, Spring has really come with sunshine and warmth. So much so, 
that growers and gardeners are praying for rain. Easter was celebrated, 
but so very differently from usual. Churches were closed, egg hunts can-
celled, and holiday travel banned. However BBC1 has reintroduced a morning 
service and some churches are streaming services. 

 
Amidst all the sadness, anxiety, illness and death, there has emerged so 
much goodness and helpfulness. I am reminded of the people of Eyam, a 
small village in Derbyshire. In 1665 the plague was brought into the 
village. They knew nothing in those days of ventilators or ICU. But the 
two ministers in the village, William Mompesson  the vicar, and Thomas 
Stanley the Puritan former vicar, persuaded the villagers to go into 
lockdown. They isolated their village, so the virus would not be spread 
to larger places like Sheffield and Bakewell. The two men, although 
having different views on church government, organised open air 
services. As many as 260 villagers died, 75 percent of the 
population. The two ministers had faith in God and real concern for their 
fellow humans. 

May God bless our village at this time.    Bob Kitching;  



33  Woodpeckers Environmental Group 
 
Not much activity from members recently, but Mother 
Nature has been her usual busy self with lovely Spring 
blossoms, flowers and ducklings on Church Pond.  
The early flowering trees and shrubs have been 
wonderful.  What better place could there be than 
Colden Common to be isolated.  The roadside flowers 
have been lovely with daffodils, primroses, cowslips 
and other flowers everywhere.  We have the wonderful 
facility of Colden Common Park for daily exercise, and 
the bluebells and anemones in our little bit of ancient 
woodland have been a picture. Dandelions 

everywhere too. The bees and bumblebees have been extremely busy, so 
we can look forward to tasty local honey later in the year. 
 
Until the isolation rules we did meet monthly, apart from when it rained 
hard.  It was good to welcome a few new faces to our Group.  We did some 
clearing in the Church Rooms car park, helped with clearing Holy Trinity  
Churchyard of the abundance of leaves before Christmas, and cleared the 
footpaths at The Crescent at Brambridge and at the end of Valley Close.  
We are very informal, no experience needed, no membership fee; just 
enthusiasm!  Once things return to normal we will return to our usual 
timings of the second Sunday of each month, from 10am to around noon. 
We will meet wherever a task is identified. 

 
National Spring Clean was another non-event.  I hope this will now be in 
September: details will follow in due course.  However, when out exercising, 
why not take a plastic bag and clear up any litter you find? 

Colden Common Community Centre 

• The Gloucester Hall    
 Large hall with stage:  Seating capacity: 120 with tables, or 160 in rows.  

 A sound system is also available.  Hatch access to kitchen. 

• The Patrick Moore Room 
 Smaller hall. Seating capacity 60.  Hatch access to kitchen and 

 refreshment bar. 

• The Bert Stratton Lounge 
 Lounge for committee meetings and informal gatherings.  Seating 

 capacity 20 to 30.  Hatch access to refreshment bar 

• Hirers may also rent the kitchen, or use our catering service 



34  Colden Common Calendar 

Colden Common Contacts 

Date Event Time Place 

20.6.20 Common Have a Go    - CANCELLED   

24.6.20 Garden Club visit        - CANCELLED   

26.7.20 Garden Club visit        - CANCELLED   

29.7.20 Garden Club visit        - CANCELLED   

26.8.20 Garden Club visit        - CANCELLED   

30.9.20 Garden Club Dinner    - CANCELLED   

3.10.20 Oktoberfest (Beerfest) 12 to 11 Comm Centre 

14.11.20 Tennis Club Race Night 19:30 Comm Centre 

17.12.20 M&DG Christmas Concert 19:30 Holy Trinity 

18.12.20 M&DG Christmas Concert 19:30 Holy Trinity 

    

 All advertised events are subject to the 
whims of Covid-19! 

  

   

Organisation Contact Tel Email 
Allotments Sally Haig 01962 713255  

Bowls Club Derek Conway 023 80601013 conwayderek16@gmail.com 

Bridge Club Joanna Carter  joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk   

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Roots  janer00ts@uwclub.net 

Car Transport Mo Alderman 02380 692611  

Colden Common Shed 
Adrian Kelly 01962 712589 thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk 

Steve Badham 01962 714117 sbadham2@googlemail.com 

Community Ass'n Vanessa Martin 01962 715787 office@coldencommoncc.co.uk 

Community Care Trust Jenny Gray 01962 713784 jennyccfarm@gmail.com 

Company for Lunch Chris 01962 713097  

Colden Common       
Pre-School 

Mrs Hadley Pre-school 
Supervisor 

manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk 

Mrs Pinney - Deputy 
Supervisor 

01962 712477/ 
715401 

bookings@coldencommonpre-
school.co.uk 

Charlotte White Ad-
ministration Assistant   admin@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk 

Cricket Club 
Geoff Edwards 07946 648011 foregeoff@hotmail.com 

Colin Hutton 07761 250832 chut@noc.ac.org 

FEST Richard 07775 851602   

mailto:conwayderek16@gmail.com
mailto:joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk
mailto:sbadham2@googlemail.com
mailto:office@coldencommoncc.co.uk
mailto:jennyccfarm@gmail.com
mailto:manager@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
mailto:admin@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
mailto:foregeoff@hotmail.com
mailto:chut@noc.ac.org
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Colden Common Contacts (cont) 

Friendship Club 
Hazel Boler 01962 711056  

Paul Nicholson 01962 713102  

Gardening Club The Garden Blogger  gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net 

Girl Guides Wendy Williams   1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com 

Hedgehog Helpline Stella Saunders 01962 711996 stellamsaunders@gmail.com 

Holy Trinity Church 

Rev Damon Draisey 
01962 711216/ 
07906 346498 

damon.rev@gmail.com 

Elaine Izard 01962 712167 (Churchwarden) 

Jane Roots 02380 614936 (Churchwarden) 

Gillian Hargraves 01962 714719 (Churchwarden) 

Holy Trinity Church Of-
fice 

Elaine Izard 01962 715172 holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk 

Ladies Group Kathy Maidment 01962 712260  

Methodist Church 

Rev Bob Kitching 02380 253441  

For information  grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk 

For bookings 01962 712559  

Minibus - for shopping Carole 01962 714288  

Music & Drama Group 
Michael Cleary (Sec)  01962 777313  russetts707@hotmail.com 

Stephanie (singing) 02380 694423  

Neighbourhood Watch Chrissy Bibby coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Richard Saunders 07941 321413 newsletterccca@gmail.com 

Parish Council Debbie Harding 01962 713700  

Parish Hall Trust Bob Kitchen 01962 714825  

Patient Participation 
Group 

Jenny Gray 01962 713784 jennyccfarm@gmail.com 

Primary School Mrs F Hardy 01962 712111  

Rainbow Preschool Tracy Gilmour 01962 713368 rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com 

Scouts Jason Williams  9thwinchestergsl@gmail.com 

Speedwatch Richard Saunders 07941 321413 rcs201@icloud. com 

Tennis Club Amanda James 07808 474523 Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk 

Twinning Group Janet  auntyq47@btinternet.com  

Twyford Nursing As-
soc. 

Giselle Letchworth 01962 712158  

Twyford  Surgery  01962 712202  

West End Project Pam Glasspool  pam_glasspool@ yahoo.co.uk 

Viral Kindness Glen & Emily Taylor 07886 133651 glentaylor1979@outlook.com 

WI Pam Glasspool   coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk 

Woodpeckers 
Jenny Gray 01962 713784 jennyccfarm@gmail.com 

Paul Nicholson 01962 713102  

mailto:gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net
mailto:1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com
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mailto:russetts707@hotmail.com
mailto:coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com
mailto:newsletterccca@gmail.com
mailto:jennyccfarm@gmail.com
mailto:rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
mailto:9thwinchestergsl@gmail.com
mailto:rcs201@icloud.%20com
mailto:Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
mailto:auntyq47@btinternet.com
mailto:pam_glasspool@%20yahoo.co.uk
mailto:glentaylor1979@outlook.com
mailto:coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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This newsletter is published by Colden Common Community Association  

Charity Registration Number 292438,  

 

 

Colden Common Quiz 

 

1. Name two pubs in Colden Common that are no more? 

2. Who opened the ‘new’ Community Centre over a quarter of a centu-

ry ago? 

3. There is a newly revealed milestone on Main Road.  Which are the 

two towns shown on it? 

4. What does Hensting mean? 

5. Apart from our current Parish Council chairman, can you name  two 

more Colden Commoners who have been Mayor of Winchester? 

6.  Name 5 Colden Common roads named after trees 

7.  Name 5 Colden Common roads with names connected to brickmak-

ing 

8.  What does Colden mean? 

9.  Which club or society in Colden Common has the most members? 

10.  What was the name of the last pantomime put on in the Community   

Centre? 

 

 

 

 

Answers on a postcard (or similar) please,  

to the Community Centre WHEN it has reopened. 

 

The editor’s decision, right or (especially) wrong, will be final. 

The winner and runners up will have their names published  

in the September newsletter 


