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Bluebell painting by Paul Nich

Bluebell Wood, in Colden Common Park,
painted by Paul Nicholson.
See also the Bluebell article on p8
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A friendly, welcoming
church for all ages.
Minister:
Rev. Bob Kitching
The days are lengthening and despite frost, high winds and heavy driving
rain, the snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils have all been in full bloom.
By the time you read this, Spring will well and truly be on its way. And just
as we see this in the natural world so this is true in the spiritual world.
Christians observe the period of Lent which this year begins on February
26 [Ash Wednesday]. During this five week period we remember Jesus's
journey to Jerusalem. We celebrate His entry into the city on Palm
Sunday as the crowds proclaimed Him as king. Yet within the next few days
we will remember His betrayal, trial, denial and death. It may seem bizarre
to call that last Friday of Jesus's life ‘Good’ but it really was good for
the whole world. Jesus, God's son gave Himself for the sins of the world.
He died so we might be forgiven. And that was not the end of the story,
for three days later Jesus was raised from the dead. So just as those
spring bulbs have sprung to life, in a similar way Jesus came back from
the dead and His promise is that all who believe in Him shall also have
victory over death. That is the best Easter gift of all.
Happy Easter to everyone!

Bob Kitching, Methodist Minister
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The Friendship Club

We have put together a varied and interesting programme, including five
outings, for our 2020 programme..We have also welcomed some new members to the Club.
Pat Phillips started the year off by reading a selection of Pam Ayres poems.
They were all very humorous and one included a reference to chocolates,
and by coincidence we had a selection of chocolates with our tea.
The next meeting was the ever popular ‘Fish and Chip’ lunch and on Feb
17th Paul Nicholson gave an interesting talk on the 400th Anniversary of the
sailing of the Mayflower. Thanksgiving Day in America is as big a celebration
as our Christmas.
We have our usual trip to Brambridge for our Anniversary Cream Tea. We
are looking forward to John Sherborne entertaining us with his medley of
music from the 1950’s to the 1970’s.
Why not come and join us? We are an informal group of the over 55s from
Colden Common. Our members meet at the old Church School Rooms,
Main Road, on Mondays 2pm to 4pm, every two weeks (excluding Bank Holidays).
A minibus is available for the indoor meetings at a nominal cost, and picks
up at various places in the village including the mobile home parks.
For further information, please contact
Hazel Boler on 01962 711056 or Paul Nicholson on 01962 713102

The June 2020 Newsletter Copy Date
Is Friday 24th April, and it will be Friday 31st July for the September 2020
issue. The best email address is: newsletterccca@gmail.com, or pass your
copy to Vanessa in the Community Centre

Colden Common and Otterbourne Cricket Club
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Colden Common and Otterbourne SW Cricket Club is looking to recruit new
members for the 2020 season and beyond.
We have two teams playing regular Saturday cricket in the Hampshire
Cricket League, and another playing Sunday friendlies
We would be delighted to welcome any prospective players to our indoor
nets at Wyvern College, Botley Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7AN.
The nets commence on Wednesday 4th March, from 8pm until 9pm, and run
on consecutive Wednesdays until the 29th April, but not on April 1st.
We are a friendly, yet competitive club, which holds several family-based
functions each year. So, if you are interested in playing cricket, or finding out
more about the club, then please get in touch with us.
Geoff Edwards : 07946 648011; Email : foregeoff@hotmail.co.uk
Colin Hutton : 07761 250832; Email : chut@noc.ac.uk
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Garden Club

At this time of year most of us have put our garden to bed for the Winter.
But then we notice other jobs that need doing, when weather permits, like
fixing fences, painting benches and cleaning patios. And we start planning
what to grow next year which, of course, will be the best ever!
At
our
November
meeting Derek Dexter
gave us an interesting
and entertaining talk on
fuchsias and how to
overwinter them. He
demonstrated how to
get fuchsias to grow
bushily by spraying the
stems with water to
soften them, so side
shoots can grow out of
the woody stems. He
brought with him an
amazing fuchsia whose
flowers grow upwards,
instead of the usual hanging down arrangement. And he passed around
tiny, almost invisible fragments of fuchsia, many of which got lost in the
passing, from which he makes cuttings.
In February we had a trip to see the snowdrops at Itchen Abbas, and we
also had a talk by Ray Broughton about ‘Grapevines and English
Vineyards’. nd we have already started growing plants for our stall at
Colden Common ‘Have a Go’ in June.

If you are interested in gardening and want to join our group, come along to
the Community Centre on the last Wednesday of the month. For dates and
times please see calendar at the end of the newsletter. We look forward to
seeing you.

Gardeningclub_cc@talktalk.net
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Colden Common Allotments

If you would like an allotment, please contact Sally Haig (01962 713 255).
Rob Veck, our Chairman, will show you your plot when it becomes
available. There is still a relatively short waiting list.
A group of volunteers helped to prepare a plot for the “Family Ready to Go”
plots on which families can share the work and produce. A change in the
Allotment Regulations is being considered to allow holders to share their
plots which can be helpful as today, with many commitments, people are
often “time-poor”.
The footpath between the allotments has now been widened to encourage
people, especially from the new homes on Main Road, to walk to the
school, the Community Centre and the shop.
Blackberries.
Growing
blackberries on the allotments has
gained in popularity over the last
few years. They include hybrid
berries such as the Loganberry,
Boysenberry and the Tayberry (a
cross between a Blackberry and a
Raspberry). Most crop from midAugust and there are thorn-free
canes such as “Loch Ness”
available.
Blackberries and hybrid berries can
all be cultivated, trained and pruned
in the same way. The aims are to
encourage vigorous healthy growth,
to separate the fruiting canes from
the new shoots that appear
throughout the season, to splay out
the fruiting canes to enable the
fruits to ripen well and be harvested
easily and to keep the canes clear of the ground to prevent layering. Once
the last berries have been harvested, all the fruited canes can be cut out
(see illustration) and, if required by the training method used, the new
canes re-tied into position.
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Bluebells around the Village

Colden Common is fortunate in having
many flowering bluebells in late Spring,
which delight the eye. Particular areas
are the woods in Colden Common Park,
where the bluebells are accompanied by
white wood anemones, and the
Churchyard, which also has many other
wild flowers such as primroses. There is
a copse behind Oak Tree Close which
was traditionally called ‘Bluebell Wood’.
Britain has 50% of the world’s bluebells.
We may travel to New England in the
Fall to see the autumn colours, or to
Japan in the Spring to see the cherry
blossom, but many overseas visitors
come here to visit our bluebell woods.
Bluebells are usually violet-blue, but
some plants bear pink or white flowers.
They are scented, and attract insects.
The flowers are bell-shaped, with all the
blooms hanging to one side which
causes the stem to curve at the tip.
In the 19th Century the Spanish
bluebell was introduced as a garden
plant. It has paler flowers, is faintly
scented, has thicker stems and
upright bells all round the stem. It
hybridises with the native English
bluebell.
The bluebell has been voted the
country’s favourite flower. The plants
can be damaged by being walked
on, and having crushed leaves,
which hinders photosynthesis and
the uptake of nutrients.
Digging up bluebell bulbs, for any
purpose, is illegal.
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Letters to the Editor

Is something bugging you? Does something produces a warm glow and
makes you happy,? If so, tell us all about it. Get something off your chest,
air a complaint, test out an idea for a new club, publicly congratulate
someone on something: we look forward to hearing anything and
everything like this.
Please drop letters in to
newsletterccca@gmail.com

the

Community

Centre,

or

email

to:

Joke?

Twyford and District Nursing Association
Can we help?
We are a small local charity whose aim is to help local residents when they
are in urgent need of a grant to help with a medically-incurred problem, and
when other sources of funding have already been explored. In the past, we
have helped with a range of problems such as short term respite care to
allow a carer to have a break, replacement washing machine to help cope
with extra laundry, bedding, dental expenses, equipment, travel costs etc.
We can respond to a request very quickly – no lengthy form, or means
testing required. Just give our secretary, Giselle, a call in total confidence on
01962 712158
Residents from Colden Common, Compton, Morestead, Otterbourne,
Owslebury, Shawford, Twyford, are all eligible to apply.
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We are delighted to welcome many new faces into our village who have
moved into the new houses at Sandyfields, and those who have purchased
houses in other areas of the village. We wish you a very long and happy
association with our village.
As the village is growing it is a good time to explain how the Parish Council
communicates with residents. Communication is two-way dialogue, telling
people about the Council and listening to what people say about the
services they would like to see.
Parish Council and other special meetings are open to the public and
include an opportunity for members of the public to engage with Councillors.
Agendas for all meetings are sent to Parish and District Councillors and
other stakeholders, and are posted on the village notice board outside the
Community Centre and the Parish Council website in advance of each
meeting. They are all open for the public to attend.
Contact details for all Councillors and the Clerk are available on the Parish
Council website. This will is regularly updated and has a wealth of
information including agendas and minutes for all the meetings, as well as
other information on village groups and events.
The Parish Council utilises social networking with its own Facebook page
(Colden Common Parish Council). The newsletter is produced every quarter
by the Community Association, and is funded by the Parish Council. It is
delivered free to every household in Colden Common. Additional copies are
available inside the Community Centre.
The Parish Council operates the village e-mail information systems which
distributes e-mail updates on information on events and matters which are
relevant to Colden Common and the surrounding villages.
The Colden Common Residents facebook page is a valuable page for the
community and the Parish Council is very grateful to the moderators and
administrators. It is not intended as a method of communicating with the
Parish Council and the Parish Council does not monitor this page. If you
have a point to make, please contact the Parish Council via the other
communication channels we have listed.

Colden Common Parish Council asks residents
1111



to actively review the notice boards, the Parish Council website and the
Parish newsletter for information about meetings and events on a regular
basis.



Join our Parish Council facebook page.



Recognise engagement opportunities and utilise them by responding to
surveys, letters, questionnaires etc.



To address questions, comments, suggestions or complaints in writing by
letter, or by email, or by telephone, using contact information available
on the Parish Council website.



To attend the monthly Parish Council meeting and make use of the public
interval.

The Village Design Statement is almost ready to consult on. This document
supersedes the current design statement which was produced in 2012. A Village Design Statement provides design guidance for development within the
Parish, highlighting the distinctive characteristics of the area. Please look out
for event to share this document for public consultation. Feedback from the
consultation process is vital before submission to Winchester City Council for
adoption as a supplementary planning document. The Parish Council would
value your support and contribution. The Parish Council played an active role
in the examination of the Eastleigh Local Plan. The examination has now
concluded, and we await the outcome. We would like to thank Action Against
Destruction Development (ADD) and all their financial supporters, the Campaign for Protection of Rural England, the Independent Group of Councillors
(Bishopstoke ward), the Environment Agency, Natural England, several Parish
Councils for also attending the hearings and contributing towards the examination.
If you need any help or information, please contact the Parish Office on
01962 713700 or e-mail clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk. If you wish to be
kept up to date on local events and information, please sign up to the Colden
Common e-mail Information System. You can do this by e-mailing the Clerk
at clerk@coldencommon-pc.gov.uk.
www.coldencommon-pc.gov.uk
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Colden Common Rainbows

Colden Common Rainbows had a brilliant term culminating with the ride on
the Santa bus to see Santa at Brambridge. We followed this up with a drink
and cakes thanks to the generosity of the Garden Centre. Our Nativity in
Holy Trinity church went well and we all sang lots of carols. We had a sticky
time making stars for the Star Festival. What a start to Christmas! We continued to work on our target badge and several of the girls received their interest badges and target badges. Add to this lots of games and fun and you
have a taste of what Rainbows is all about! This term we are looking at what
makes us happy and healthy and look forward to a visit from a paramedic to
help us to help ourselves and others and we will hopefully have an away
day.
This year we celebrate 100 years of Guiding in Colden Common, so if you
have any memorabilia from the last 100 years that you would like to share
please contact us. It is also 50 years of Hampshire West - our county - with
many opportunities for the girls in our Golden Year.

‘Welcome to Colden Common’ packs
Colden Common WI members have put together a package of useful information about what is happening in our community and hope that new residents will find this helpful and of interest and encourage you to become involved in our Village life. Thanks to Taylor Wimpey for awarding a grant to
cover the costs of these packs.
It is hoped they will be delivered to our new residents by a WI Member who
has noticed a house with new comers. However if one has not yet come
your way, both Churches, Community Association and Parish Council each
hold a few copies or contact me and I will make sure you are given a copy.
Welcome and hope you enjoy your new home here!
Jenny Grey 01962 713784 jennyccfarm@googlemail.com

Weekly Lunch Club
We currently have vacancies for our regular Wednesday Lunch Club for our
more senior residents. at the Community Centre. We offer a two course
lunch, plus tea or coffee. Nutritious home-cooked food served by our volunteer teams of helpers. . We have four volunteer teams of cooks/helpers, so
each person only has to provide help once a month Free mini bus transport
is available if needed. The lunch cost is £4 per week. If you would like to join
us, please phone Pat Phillips on 01962 808909 for further details
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Volunteer Car Transport Scheme
We are being asked more and more for drivers to take people to Hospital/
Doctor/Dentist appointments, sometimes in evenings and occasional
weekends. We always need more drivers to join our team for flexible
driving. There is no regular commitment. We never know when we are
going to be asked for help, which is often at short notice. If you feel you
would like to help, have a car and are aged under 70 years, please make
contact Jenny 713784
No regular commitment is needed, and mileage expenses are reimbursed
If you are in need of transport, call Mo on 02380 692611.

Winchester Go LD
Garden & Craft Fair
Thursday 7th May 2020 from
10am to 4pm
Upper Farm, Down Farm
Lane, Headbourne Worthy
SO23 7LA
Entrance £5 Parking available on site
Hillier Gardening expert Bob McQueen, experienced with over 30 gold
award winning Chelsea Flower Shows, will be answering all your gardening
queries.
Creative Flora expert florist Louise Bradshaw is offering two seasonal flower workshop demonstrations at 11am and 2pm
Workshop tickets at £20 available in advance, numbers are limited. Tickets
include one workshop, entrance and lunch in the GoLD Café Marquee. Contact Ros Francis on 07868 132250 or ros.francis@hotmail.co.uk
Stalls for 2020 include plants, garden products, local crafts, homeware, produce and gifts
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Music and Drama Group

We said good-bye to the old year in typically upbeat style. Our Christmas
Concert, Christmas is Coming, was very well attended with the Friday
performance packed-out. We all had a lovely time with a mix of traditional
and new carols and songs, and humorous readings. The mulled wine and
mince pies all went down well and we raised £334 for the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution and £442 for Holy Trinity Church. Not bad at all for your
local music and drama group!
2020 will bring you our summer concert, A Century of Song, on Friday 12th
and Saturday 13th June at the Community Centre. We're currently putting the
programme together, and naturally it will include a wide range of wonderful
songs from the golden oldies, with some great film themes and a sprinkling of
today's favourites as well. Tickets are just £8; phone 02380 610713 or email
ccdmgtickets@hotmail.co.uk. We’ve had quite a few new singers join us in
the last few months but there’s always room for more (particularly men!). If
you’re interested, please call our Music Director, Stephanie, on 02380 694423
Our dramatists are busying themselves out of sight for now, but we're
optimistic that they will emerge with something new to delight us again soon.
They may add something to the concert programme, and they are looking for
things to share with you late summer/autumn. It's always fun to join in - no
experience necessary, just teamwork and a sense of fun!. Do something
different!
Call Colin on 02380 601300 if you’d like to know more.
We’re always ready to welcome new members – drama, singers, backstage so if you want to try something new (or rekindle an old interest) call Colin or
Stephanie at the above phone numbers or Michael (Secretary) on 01962
777313
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1st Colden Common Brownies

We had lots of fun over the Autumn term. Highlights included a trip to
Lakeside Country Park for orienteering, a musical campfire evening (with
marshmallows of course) and a session at the Winchester Science Centre
to earn a Curiosity Badge. The Brownies also organised a Christmas tea
party for members of the community, with some excellent entertainment for
their guests. This term our unit has grown as we welcomed new girls who
moved up from Rainbows and girls who moved across from 2nd Colden
Common Brownies. We have enjoyed completing challenges to celebrate
the Girlguiding Hampshire Counties’ golden jubilee and finding out about
Guiding in the 1970s. We are very excited to be attending a Guiding takeover day at Legoland at the end of the Spring term.
Our local Brownie pack is currently thriving, but we are desperately in need
of new leaders and volunteers. There are many ways you could help, and
everything is very flexible. You get to try new things, learn new skills as well
as being a role model. The reward is helping girls realise their full potential
and sharing unforgettable moments. Without new helpers it will become a
huge struggle to continue offering amazing opportunities for your children. If
you’d like to find out more, please register your interest on this website
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-yourinterest/, highlighting 1st Colden Common Brownies as a preference, or
contact Jane Roots on 023 80614936. Thanks!

Holy Trinity Regular Services
Sunday Eucharist is usually held on the first,
third and fourth Sundays of the month.
Family Service is usually held on the second
Sunday
Evensong is usually held on the second and fourth Sunday.
Joint Service with the Methodist congregation on the fifth Sunday
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Positive Training for Canines

When training dogs we tend to use food because, quite simply, it is the
easiest reinforcer, and the majority of dogs are food-driven.
Everyday dogs are learning by consequence, which can be positive or
negative. We need to reduce the amount of negative consequences or we
risk damaging the relationship between humans and dogs. Where possible,
we need to set our dogs up to succeed, but we also need to reinforce the
behaviour that we want.
Reinforcers can be listed for each dog in order of preference, but also for
each individual situation. The piece of chicken might work in one situation,
whereas the tuggy toy might work in another.
People seem to believe that we reward our dogs too much through the use
of food but, truth be known, I don't think we reward them enough. Let me
explain. Whilst working with or teaching dogs we are in constant competition
with the environment. For example, other dogs, people, squirrels, cats etc,
so we need to up our game so our dogs make the right choice through
reinforcement (keep in mind chasing the squirrel and pulling on a lead is
reinforcing). If we don't reward our dogs at a high enough level we will make
our dog's choices really easy!
I appreciate you won't want a fat dog, but using food as a reinforcer won't
make your dog fat. When you next feed your dog his dinner in his bowl count
out the biscuits. How many go into the bowl? 20? 50? Do you ask your dog
for a sit and wait so you can then put that bowl onto the floor? If you are
nodding your head in response to my question then just consider the number
of biscuits you are giving your dog for one sit and one wait. Now that's over
feeding a dog! I'm all for giving a dog his food in a bowl at some point in the
week provided the dog doesn't gulp the food down. If this is the case, you
need to use slow feeder bowls or interactive food dispensing toys, but for the
majority of the food the dog should be working for it. Why not use the dinner
to work on settles on the bed? Or not jumping up (not with visitors as it
probably isn't high enough value)? Or to drop their toy when asked? This is a
fantastic opportunity to get your dog working for his daily allowance.

Another thing you can do if you feel you have given your dog quite a bit of
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food is to reduce the amount of food you give at dinner time to compensate.
So instead of thinking that you are giving your dog a treat, start thinking about
your dog as a piggy bank - the more pennies you put in the pig throughout the
year, the more money you will have to spend on what you want! So start
setting your dog up to succeed, teach them what they should be doing in life,
and reward them when they make the right decisions.
So don't be afraid of reinforcing your dog, start getting clever
and build that relationship so your dog wants to be with you.
Happy Dog Training
Leah - Positive Training For Canines
www.positivetrainingforcanines.co.uk

Colden Common Bowling Club
Summer is coming, the grass is getting green,
Your village bowling club is the place to be seen
With the help of Debbie and the Parish Council, the watering system has
been rejuvenated; thank you. At the end of the season our green was one of
the best in the area. It has been cut and tended over the winter, so all is set
well for the new season.
We intend to open the Green on 19th April, so if you have ever thought
about having a go, please contact one of the members, and have an
enjoyable summer of fun, relaxation, and friendly rivalry. No skill is needed;
you should see me bowl. Help is given to those who wish for it.
Derek Conway,
Club President
02380 601013
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Colden Common Shed

We attended the Winchester and Colden Common
Christmas markets again this year. The Winchester
market was very successful, and attracted a lot of
interest, and was very worthwhile financially. We
were offered two days this year, which we gratefully
accepted. A lot of hours went in to crafting the various items - Santa knick-knacks , pine cone ornaments, bread boards, wooden items. We ran out of
wood for making reindeer or we would have sold
more.
The Shed Christmas Dinner was held at the Rising
Sun just before Christmas, which was an enjoyable
occasion, and the food was excellent. We recently
hosted visits from other Sheds in an early startup
situation, or who were contemplating starting a Shed, with a view to sharing
some of our experiences, do’s and don’t’s etc. which was mutually beneficial.
Although we normally meet on Wednesdays and Thursdays, we seem to have
been opening most days of the week over Christmas, and this is still going on.
This may be the new modus operandi in the future if membership increases
much more, as we hope it will.
We have recently taken delivery of a medium size 3D Printer, funded by the
Parish Council, on the proviso that it is available for public use as well. Hopefully we might be able to make new artifacts in the future, in addition to repairing them (when we get more confident in the operation).
People might ask why, if we purport to be social organisation, are we spending so much time making things of a craft nature. The answer would seem to
be that we don’t really know, the activity has just grown, probably because a
lot of us like making things. There is no reason why other activities should
not have equal predominance , eg, textiles, painting, jewelry-making. or anything you want really, including just drinking tea!
The Shed is opposite the Parish Church, by the Church Rooms. Official opening days are Wednesdays and Thurdays. Opening hours at present are 1.30
to 5.30 but once BST starts at the end of March, they will be 2.00 to 6.00.
Contact: Adrian Kelly on 712589, and Steve Badham on 714117
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1st Colden Common Guides

The Guides had an unforgettable start to the Autumn Term visiting the HIOWAA headquarters at Thruxton, watching first-hand as the air ambulance responded to an emergency. They spent the rest of the term completing their Innovate Skills Builder Badge - investigating the science of baking, keyhole surgery, binary, and coding.
A great night was had outdoors finding out how Guides
helped during the 2nd World War and recreating a blitz
oven to cook war-time recipes. They had a fantastic
time at Foxlease crate-stacking, geo-caching and tunnelling, where everyone fully embraced the smelly mud
and the pitch black! The Guides also took part in the
nationwide #PlasticPromise challenge, which included
writing to our local MP and culminated in the creation of
an Ecobrick Christmas star displayed at Holy Trinity
Church.
The Ecobrick Christmas Star
The spring term began with a truly memorable overnight trip to London (with
thanks to South Western Railway), when we stayed at the UK Girlguiding
Headquarters next door to Buckingham Palace. Lots of sightseeing was done
as well as a night-time boat trip, and a visit to London Zoo.

Our Visit to HQ
The rest of the term was spent brushing up on DIY skills – creating wooden
planters for use at the Church Rooms – as well as a night hike, Mexican outdoor cook-up and litter-picking around the village. Oh, and a Girlguiding Legoland takeover day! The summer term is set to bring more excitement in the
form of a weekend camp, a narrow-boating adventure, a county camp on
Brownsea Island which celebrates the Hampshire Counties Golden Anniversary, and much more.
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Colden Common Primary School

We are now well into the Spring term, with the Autumn term having whizzed
by amidst much learning and exciting activities in our school.
Our children have already enjoyed trips to
Marwell Zoo, a visit to the Sustainability
Centre and the Winchester Science Centre.
The Year 4 pupils had a residential trip to
Minstead Study Centre, and the children in
Early Years went to the pantomime – a real
treat!
Christmas brought with it two shows, from
Year R and Year 2, with Year 1 presenting The
Carols in the Courtyard
Gingerbread Man in January. Our very active
CCSA raised money by raffling hampers, and from the Secret Santa event
that they ran for children to purchase and wrap gifts for relatives. Christmas
lunch and Christmas parties were a fantastic end to what had been an
incredibly busy term, and the break was welcomed by all.
This term the children in Early Years are off to Pizza Hut to make pizza, Year
3 will welcome a visitor to learn about Ancient Egypt and we have visits to
Stonehenge, the Hampshire Mountain Centre and a two-day Titanic tour for
the children in Year 6.
Our three new classrooms are now clearly visible as a building, and, by the
time that the newsletter goes out, the windows, doors and floors should all be
in place. Thank you for your patience with the traffic difficulties caused by the
build – when we open, the community will be welcomed in to have a look,
and most importantly, we will be able to offer school places to all children
living in the Colden Common catchment.
We have continued to support local charities, collecting goods for the
Winchester Basics Bank for Harvest, as well as more nationally recognised
events such as hosting a Macmillan Coffee Morning and raising money for
Children in Need, wearing pyjamas and holding a teddy tombola to give a
huge selection of teddies a new home. We currently have a Might Kids club,
run by Mrs Wasche, one of our parents, which champions the recycling of
crisp packets and plastic pens. At the time of writing, they are planning a
Toilet Twinning event to raise funds to buy flushing toilets for areas of the
world that do not have them. In addition to this, our Eco Team is championing
litter collection and we have had a series of events in school linked to PlasticFree Winchester.

We have also just changed our jumper provider to eco jumpers,
which are made from recycled plastic bottles. Although slightly
more expensive than our cotton jumpers, the parents overwhelmingly supported this change.
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With us entering an Olympic Year, we took part in the Aldi challenge to receive new sports kit for the school, and we are hoping that we will have
been successful. We also recently welcomed a member of Team GB, Pierre
Henry-Fontaine, the basketball player, who spent a morning with the children doing a circuit of physical activities. He then held a whole-school assembly talking about about the level of commitment and practice needed to
be the best at whatever their chosen sport or activity was.
You can find out more information about our school from our website (see
link below) and we look forward to seeing you at some of our events this
year: http://www.coldencommon.hants.sch.uk/
Mrs F. Hardy Headteacher

Newsletter
Articles
These are all warmly
welcomed,
subject
to
space. Please submit all
copy as a Word document,
in
15pt
Ariel
font.
Handwritten articles may
be handed in at the
Community Centre Office.
PDFs are not acceptable.
Pictures are also very
welcome, and should be in
JPG format.
Please
ensure that all faces are
clearly visible, and are well
lit.
All articles may be edited
at the editor’s discretion.
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Colden Common Community Minibus
Twice-weekly shopping trips.
On Wednesdays, we go to Tesco’s in Winchester. We leave Spring House at
9am, then pick up booked passengers throughout the village. We leave
Tesco’s at 11am.
On Thursdays, we go to Eastleigh Centre and Asda. We leave Spring House
at 1:15pm, then pick up booked passengers throughout the village. We
leave Asda at 3pm, and Eastleigh Centre at 3:15pm
This service is open to everyone. We have space available on most trips. All
passengers must book through Carole on 714288. The return fare is £2
Volunteer drivers are also needed. Please ring Dave on 712986

Ladies Group
We ended 2019 with our usual festive Christmas Party, and started the New
Year with a talk by Gordon Small about British wildlife through the seasons.
accompanied by some beautiful slides. In February we had a Demonstration
and Hands-on Flower Arranging, with our ladies making their own
arrangements to take home, with the guidance of the speaker.
March 20th is our annual meal out, which will be at the Dog and Crook. It is
expected that it will, once again, be enjoyed by all. On Friday 17th April we
will now have two divers, who will be showing some of their amazing
underwater photographs. That brings us to our next meeting on May 15th,
which is our annual ramble, starting at 6.30 pm The venue has yet to be
arranged.
New members are always welcome. We meet on the 3rd Friday of the month,
in the Bert Stratton lounge at 7.45pm, unless otherwise stated.
Tel.Kathy Maidment 01962 712260
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Everyday adventures they’ll remember for a lifetime!
All our children have settled in beautifully this Spring term. We celebrated
Chinese New Year and learned about Chinese culture in our usual hands-on
way. We took part in some very exciting dragon themed dancing, created
lanterns and used chopsticks both at snack time and in malleable play. We
also have a few exciting events coming up: World book day will see the
children sharing their favourite stories from home and dressing up in their
pyjamas or a favourite character and receiving a book voucher to spend for
World Book Day. Mother’s Day will give them the opportunity to make a
special plant gift with a message. We will also be enjoying many Easter
themed activities including an Easter bonnet parade and an Easter Service.
Following the great success of our last Jumble sale we
have decided to hold another on Saturday 14th March
10am - 12noon. We know lots of people in the village love
to come and have a rummage and we always have so
many lovely toys, clothes, books and other items donated
so please note it down in your diary!

After Easter we are really looking forward to
offering the children an “Out and About”
experience every Thursday afternoon. Activities will
include den building, climbing, rope work, a mud
kitchen and exploring. Hopefully, we will also be
starting Tennis Tots on a Friday morning.
We will continue to hold our monthly ‘Stay
and Play’
sessions
(see
village
noticeboards and our Facebook page for
dates). They are free and you can come
to as many as you like. Everybody with a
child approaching pre-school age is
welcome and can bring siblings too. Over
a coffee you have the chance to see how
your little one settles, whilst your child
gets to sample the adventures we have to
offer here at Rainbows.

So, if you’re looking for an ‘Outstanding’ preschool that feels as
close to family as it can be, then please pay us a visit. We know
that, once you meet us, you’ll want to stay. We are currently running a waiting
list for this academic year, so if you are interested in a space from September
2020 please get in touch now.
Mon – Fri term time, 8.30am – 3pm, The Methodist Hall, Spring Lane.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/RainbowPreschoolCC
Email rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
Visit www.rainbowpreschoolcc.co.uk
01962 713368
Chair: Matt Parr
Manager: Tracy Gilmour
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Forthcoming Attractions at the Community
Centre. Please put them in your diaries now.
Health & Wellbeing Show (see p22 inside) on Saturday 18th April
Common Have a Go: Saturday 20th June
Oktoberfest (we’ve renamed the Beerfest) on Saturday October 3rd

Colden Common Community Association
would like to thank our local company, Winchester Bourne, for their
generous sponsorship of the Community Centre this year.
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Colden Common
Pre-School

We were delighted to announce the
opening of our outside studio back in
February. The Mayor of Winchester kindly came and cut the ribbon and we all
enjoyed a piece of cake. This garden studio has been a big event for us this
year and demonstrates our commitment
to providing a first-class service to
families who attend our setting. We would
like to thank the trustees of the Parish
Hall and the Parish Council in their grants
for this project. The pre-school now has a
private area for parent 1-1 meetings to
discuss individual child development, a
space for administration tasks and as an
added bonus provides us with a quiet
space for small group language
development sessions.
Our allotment continues as an exciting project for us. We are in the process of
developing the remaining back section so that it is ready for us to start
running the first ever allotment school. We are working in partnership with the
village Allotment trust and will be holding teaching sessions on our allotment
in the spring. Our dedicated staffing team is being led by Lara Webster on this
project. Lara is currently undertaking training for forest school and we are
delighted to encourage families with young children up to the allotments.
The pre-school children have
embraced the opportunity to take
part in the RSPB schools watch. We
have been trying to encourage more
birds into the pre-school garden by
making feeders with various feeding
materials and have been out and
about looking for birds around the
village.
We continue to support Tots in Colden Common, held in the community
centre on Friday mornings. We enjoy attending the local playgroup sessions,
sharing our physical equipment and meeting new families as well as catching
up with familiar faces.

We will be holding our annual Easter Egg Hunt on during Sunday 29th March
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10.30am
– 3pm. It would be lovely to see as many families as possible
support this popular event. As well as following a trail map around our
wonderful village for a chocolate treat we will have craft tables inside together
with teas and coffees and a well-stocked raffle.
Looking for a pre-school in the heart of the community?
We have advertised some dates for parents to view our setting and have had
two of these sessions already. The first open event we joined in the
celebrations for Chinese New Year, offering craft activities and noodles
galore. However we pride ourselves on our everyday sessions and welcome
parents to see us without prior warning. So if you are unable to make these
dates please pop along and have a look for yourselves.
Open days still to come:
Wednesday 25th March (spring activities) 9.30am – 10.30am
Tuesday 28th April (nursery rhyme theme) 9.30am – 10.30am
We offer caring, stimulating and quality childcare for little ones from 2 years
old up to Reception age. We have a fabulous modern room that has been
transformed into a cosy learning space where children can thrive. We also
have sole use toilets attached to our room allowing children to gain those
important independence skills. Our all-weather garden, features a wooden
climbing frame, mud kitchen and covered sand pit as well as many other
activities. Conveniently located within the community centre, we are open
Monday to Friday, 8.30am – 3pm, with flexible drop off and collection times.
School’s Out, who are also based in the Community Centre, offer a breakfast
and afterschool club – providing childcare either side of Pre-School’s opening
hours.
If you are interested in placing your child with us, please do drop in anytime
don’t wait for an open day. If however you would like to book a visit call us on
01962 715401 and we would be delighted to organize a visit for you and your
child. Don't delay; demand for places is always high!
www.coldencommonpre-school.co.uk // Find us on Facebook
Mrs Hadley Pre-school Supervisor – manager@coldencommonpreschool.co.uk
Mrs Pinney Deputy Supervisor – bookings@coldencommonpre-school.co.uk
Charlotte White Administration Assistant – admin@coldencommonpreschool.co.uk
Telephone 01962 715401
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Holy Trinity Church
West End Project

‘Growing the Welcome’

We’ve Made It!
Thank you for your wonderful support over the past six years. It has been a
lot of hard work and a great deal of fun. From hundreds of hours filling in
numerous grant application forms to some great Rock’n’Roll, Jubilee
Scarecrows, & ‘that’ Trail of Thrones! Big Breakfasts, Open Gardens, Pimms
‘n’ Ploughmans, BBQs & Books, Raffles & Lunches, Concerts, Coffee ‘n’
Cake, Festivals, Flowers & Fetes.
To all those Charters Estate Agent promotion boards and some very generous
grants and donations.
The folk of Colden Common have really shown their support for our project to
‘grow’ the old village church building so that it can become meaningful and
useful for a modern community. We now have a meeting and greeting area
and a much-needed loo and kitchenette. This lets us welcome all ages of our
parish and beyond for services, celebrations, commemorations, activities,
meetings and counselling.
With super-hero work from the directors of local firm, Rekan Ltd, the Church
West End has been cleared of old-wormed seating, cupboards, and notice
boards, ready for the walls to be repaired and painted before the project work
starts - immediately after Easter.
It has been a long journey, thanks for supporting us all the way! Hopefully the
next newsletter will give details of the Grand Opening! The church has great
acoustics and a gentle ambiance. We have some exciting plans for future
activities, so if you have ideas as well please do get in touch!

Thank you everyone – it’s going to be a flushing New
Year!
Building a future for Community friendship and faith!
Pam Glasspool, Colden Common Church, West End Project
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Colden Common WI
The terms of the WI charity allow us to raise funds for local
good causes and for national and international charities that
benefit women of any age. Our stall at the village winter
market promoted our WI whilst raising funds for PICU
(Paediatric Intensive Care Unit, Southampton General and
for ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World); both
very worthwhile charities.

Throughout December we collected numerous sacks of toiletries, period
pads, bedlinen and knitted teddies for WISH (Women (and girls) in Safe
Housing) in Southampton. Our Knit & Natter group are making red hats for
premature babies needing special attention.
Our Christmas Wreath evening was a noisy and joyful start to Christmas with
some 75 women making beautiful wreaths from fresh local greenery, whilst
enjoying a glass or two of mulled wine and a boozy mince pie! The evening
raffle raised funds for PICU.
At our December meeting we were entertained by our very own handbell
ringers – their first public performance! This was followed by a riotous talk by
Judy Theobold entitled ‘Christmas and other problems!’
Usual CCWI meetings are held at Church rooms from 7.15pm on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, but in January we took ourselves off to the Rising
Sun for an excellent festive meal. Thanks to all the staff for a great night with
yummy food! After the festivities of the past months we got back to taking
care of ourselves with ‘Tai Chi for Health & Wellbeing’ at our February
meeting. .
Thanks to Tom and Green Smile, our beautiful English Oak, planted last year
to celebrate 100 years of WI in Colden Common, has been fitted with a strong
metal tree guard and is now ready to burst safely into spring.
Pat Phillips and Jenny Gray have kindly added identification boards to the
lovely old WI tapestries in Colden Common Surgery.
We continue to give our Village Welcome packs to new residents. If you are
new to the village, or know of a new neighbour in your street who would like a
pack, please get in touch. Visitors and new members are always welcome at
our WI meetings. For our monthly meeting dates & details see the village
calendar. For other information contact:
coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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Can we Count on You to come and help?
Please keep Saturday 25th April free for a Countess
Mountbatten Hospice Fundraising Day in Colden Common.
If you would like to know more about what we are planning, or to
offer ideas and help, please come to the Patrick Moore Room at
7.00pm on Wednesday 11th March 2020
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The daffodils are sprouting as I write this indicating that Spring is on its way and we can
look forward to some warm bright dry days
soon in which to play tennis. Our keen
members have continued to play throughout
the winter even in the rain!

We hold regular mix-ins on Friday and Monday evenings 7-9pm and on Sunday mornings 10am-12pm. All members are welcome
whatever ability to meet others and play
friendly games. We also welcome potential
members to come along to have a game and learn more about the club.
We have a fantastic team of coaches who provide group lessons from tiny
tots through to those of any age who still want to improve their game. Two
new sessions have been introduced – “Girls on Court” for 8-15 year old girls
on a Friday evening 6-7pm and Junior Bootcamp for 8-15 year olds on a
Thursday evening 5-6pm. Regular group sessions are held for adults from
beginners through to those intermediate and advanced players who want to
improve their drills and skills.
For adults wishing to have an intense cardio session, why not come and try
out our Boot Camps? You don’t even have to be able to play tennis to enjoy
this great workout session! For details of all coaching please go to
www.tennishampshire.com
or
contact
Gary
Waughman
at
gary.waughman@premiertennis.co.uk
We are looking for new Advanced players to join our teams so that we have
a pool of enough players to enter into local leagues. Please do get in touch if
you are interested.
Congratulations to our Under 9 team, and to coach Jamie King, who have all
been nominated for Winchester District Sports Awards 2019.
For forthcoming events, please see the Calendar on p35
For more details about the club go to www.cctennisclub.co.uk We still believe that we are the cheapest club in Hampshire with membership starting
at £35 per annum per household. (e.g. if you are a family of 4 that works out
at £8.75 per person to play tennis all year round!)
Amanda James - Chairman
Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk 01962 711381 / 07808 474523
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Twinning Group
Our most recent event was a
Burns
Supper
to
commemorate the Bard of
Ayrshire.
It followed the
traditional format starting with
the Selkirk grace but, as it
was a Twinning evening, it
was in both in Scottish and
French!
The Haggis was
piped in (regrettably with
piped rather than live music!).
Alex, in full ceremonial
regalia, recited Burns' ‘To a
Haggis’ before decimating the
"Chieftan o' the Puddin' Race’
with his dirk.
Following
several excuses for the
consumption of wine and
whisky the evening concluded
with the Gay Gordons and
"Auld Lang Syne".

Since the last newsletter we
have also had a wine tasting
on the theme of a river cruise,
Full Ceremonial Regalia, plus Alex
we have linked with the Bowls
Club for a Quiz and Chinese supper night, we joined in the village Christmas
carols followed by a winter barbecue, and seen in the New Year with a party
hosted by Bert and Chris.
On Sunday March 15th we are having an Ides of March Safari Lunch when
we shall take each course of the lunch at a different location with different
eating companions but starting and finishing together for drinks and coffee.
Then from May 1st to the 4th is our main event of the year - the visit to SaintVigor-le-Grand. In June we plan to have a walk and pub lunch while July
14th sees our annual Bastille Day barbecue.
As we leave the EU, Twinning would seem to be a good way to maintain
existing and develop new friendships with our nearest neighbours. If you
would like to join Twinning or get more details, please contact Janet at
auntyq47@btinternet.com.
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Woodpeckers
Join the Great British Spring Clean on 20th March
to 13th April, and be part of the pick!
Woodpeckers Environmental Group and Rubbish
Friends are working together to try and clear Colden
Common of all litter, to clean some of the road signs,
and to sweep a few pavements too.
If you, your friends, your Club/Group/Organisation
would like to join together to help, please contact
Karen or Jenny to discuss areas which need to be
covered.

We can provide the bags, litter pickers, Hi-viz jackets etc, and WCC will
make extra collection of bags of rubbish from the Community Centre Car
Park.
Working on the roadside can be dangerous, Be extremely careful.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Karen Higginson, 01962 717337 ,Karen.higginson@talk21.com
Jenny Gray, 01962 713784, jennyccfarm@googlemail.com

Colden Common Community Centre
Tel 715789

Email: office@coldencommoncc.co.uk

The Gloucester Hall (Hire Fee reduced from 2020!!)
Large hall with stage: Seating capacity: 120 with tables, or 160 in rows. A
sound system is also available. Hatch access to kitchen.
The Patrick Moore Room
Smaller hall. Seating capacity 60. Hatch access to kitchen and refreshment
bar.
The Bert Stratton Lounge
Lounge for committee meetings and informal gatherings. Seating capacity 20
to 30. Hatch access to refreshment bar
We also offer a kitchen for hirers’ use (at a charge). We can also provide a
catering service.

Colden Common Calendar
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Date

25th Nov
27th Nov
28th Nov

Event
Friendship Club Chattertime, with mince
pies
Gardening Club - Growing and Overwintering Fuschias
Tennis Club Quiz
(tickets:amanda.james@acjames.co.uk)
Bowls Club Quiz Night (with Twinners)
Rainbow Guides' Christmas Service
Ladies Group Christmas Party
Breakfast Church
Friendship Club Christmas Lunch
Scouting's Christmas Celebration Service
Star Gazing Festival - see p9 for details

29th Nov
3rd Dec
7th Dec
8th Dec
9th Dec
11th Dec
14th Dec
19/20thDe
Music and Drama Group Carol Concert
c
22nd Dec Twinners' Winter Walk
Twinners Singing Carols with the Method22nd Dec
ists
22nd Dec Twinners' Festive Fayre & Barbecue
22nd Dec Joint Village Service with the Methodists
24th Dec
24th Dec
25th Dec
29th Dec
31st Dec
9th Jan
13th Jan
16th Jan
17th Jan
9th Feb
12th Feb
20th Feb

Christingle - Dress the Crib, Sing Carols
and Light a Candle in an Orange. A perfect
start to your Christmas Celebrations
Christmas Eve Eucharist
Christmas Day Service with Carols
Benefice and Ecumenical Eucharist
Twinners' New Year's Eve Party
WI - Festive Meal meeting
Breakfast Church
Company for Lunch; ring Chris on 01962
713097
Ladies Group 'Cunard History and Celebrities'
Breakfast Church
WI - Tai Chi for Health and Well-Being
Company for Lunch; ring Chris on 01962
713097

26th Feb

Ash Wednesday Eucharist

6th Mar

Women's World Day of Prayer

Time

Place

14:00 Church Rooms
19:30 Comm Centre
19:00

Dog and
Crook
Bowling Green
Holy Trinity
Patrick Moore
Holy Trinity

19:15
17:00
19:30
09:45
TBA
18:00 Holy Trinity
10 - 4 Holy Trinity
19:30 Holy Trinity
14:00 TBD
Methodist
16:00
Church
18:00 TBD
Methodist
16:00
Church
15:30 Holy Trinity
21:00 Holy Trinity
09:30 Holy Trinity
09:30 Holy Trinity

18:00 Church Rooms
09:45 Holy Trinity
12:15 Church Rooms
19:45 Bert Stratton
09:45 Holy Trinity
19:15 Church Rooms
12:15 Church Rooms
19:30

St Andrew's
Owslebury

gardeningclub_CC@talktalk.net
1stcoldencommonguides@gmail.com
stellamsaunders@gmail.com

The Garden Blogger

Wendy Williams
Stella Saunders

Rev Damon Draisey

Elaine Izard
Elaine Izard
Jane Roots
Gillian Hargraves
Kathy Maidment

Gardening Club

Girl Guides
Hedgehog Helpline

Holy Trinity Church

HT Church Office

Ladies Group

Holy Trinity Church

Friendship Club

01962 711996
01962 711216/
damon.rev@gmail.com
07906 346498
01962 715172
holy.trinity.cc@hotmail.co.uk
01962 712167 (Churchwarden)
02380 614936 (Churchwarden)
01962 714719 (Local Lay Minister)
01962 712260

01962 713097
07775 851602
01962 711056
01962 713102

Chris
Richard
Hazel Boler
Paul Nicholson

jennyccfarm@googlemail.com

Company for Lunch
FEST

01962 713784

Jenny Gray

thekellys@coldencottage.co.uk
sbadham2@googlemail.com
office@coldencommoncc.co.uk

conwayderek16@gmail.com
joanna858993@yahoo.co.uk
janer00ts@uwclub.net

Email

Community Care Trust

Community Ass'n

Colden Common Shed

01962 713255
023 80601013

Sally Haig
Derek Conway
Joanna Carter
Jane Roots
Mo Alderman
Adrian Kelly
Steve Badham
Vanessa Martin

Allotments
Bowls Club
Bridge Club
Brownies & Rainbows
Car Transport
02380 692611
01962 712589
01962 714117
01962 715787

Phone

Contact

Organisation
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Colden Common Contacts

Contact

Charity Registration Number 292438,

Pam Glasspool
Jenny Gray
Paul Nicholson

Giselle Letchworth

Mrs F Hardy
Tracy Gilmour
Richard Saunders
Amanda James
Janet

Primary School
Rainbow Preschool
Speedwatch
Tennis Club
Twinning Group
Twyford Nursing
Association
Twyford Surgery
WI
Woodpeckers
Woodpeckers
01962 713784
01962 713102

01962 712202

01962 712158
coldencommonsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
jennyccfarm@gmail.com

rainbowpreschoolcc@gmail.com
rcs201@icloud.com
Amanda.james@acjames.co.uk
auntyq47@btinternet.com

bookings@coldencommonpreschool.co.uk

01962 712477/
01962 715401
01962 712111
01962 713368
07941 321413
07808 474523

Amanda Pinney

01962 713784

Jenny Gray

Pre-School

jennyccfarm@googlemail.com

07941 321413
01962 713700
01962 714825

Richard Saunders
Debbie Harding
Bob Kitchen

Newsletter
Parish Council
Parish Hall Trust
Patient Participation
Group

coldencommonneighbourhoodwatch@hotmail.com
newsletterccca@gmail.com

russetts707@hotmail.com

grannysmith07@tiscali.co.uk

Email

Chrissy Bibby

01962 712559
01962 714288
01962 777313
02380 694423

02380 253441

Phone

Neighbourhood Watch

Rev Bob Kitching
For information
Methodist Church
For bookings
Minibus - for shopping
Carole
Michael Cleary (Sec)
Music & Drama Group
Stephanie (singing)

Organisation
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Colden Common Contacts (Continued)

This newsletter is published by Colden Common Community Association

